Tee 
He 
Ths f) 


Neten val 
4) ie 


H 


Hit 


PY, 


RADIA 


We Yak 
4 hi 
Paiste) 


ips i 


<= 


= =i~- aS 

SSeS 

os Sea 
: SES 


SSS E 
eee 
oS 


4s 
aut 
ee 


nay 
VAY 


No 


Melee 


Di ie 


H 
att 


i ny Tee 


iy i 
Prune 

jai i 
iy a YO i) 


i 
te 


ke 
i Hs ‘ i 
Nee fi 


a 10 
sinh 
rat 


: = = Sets = SSS 5a = ee a : ee = = 
SS 
: SS a eS A SSS Ss SSS = 
SS SSE = SSeS = = SS SSeS ae ees SSS SS SSS se : 

* —s ean = : 2 SES- =e SSS = 
eS SS 
aS S Se ers ae =e ee SS Sees : Sas S 

=e See ee ee Soe Lees = = 
: = = = = - = 

: y aces aes See es as = Sees See 

Se ee = : ene SS : =s = = 


— 
ea 


Bee 
TSS 


Soo 

SS oa 

Soe - 
pen ee ae 


— 


Sena 
ae 


os 


ih aa 
a 


aK 


4 


“ 
ahs 





Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/761114696735 


Masta 


is, 
i i ie ‘vg 


Y de 








fa 
ip 
Hi J , ; | . ; fs 
; Mean AY a ee 
} ih A Leia ne i i " ; 7 : - : i 
‘a? ae ri : Coe : a co iy : ; U ey ue, im y 
“ae ate : a i ‘ia ne in my i : i OM He i i) ’ i ve ie - in 7 : /. 
‘ ays a 7 ry ; es ; | y : ani i Ah 1 mn) i ! a re me ra a | 
i ae) ; iy rican r ib ; ' wi Me | 





‘i 1a) | ! re a Kv) ; sk Wi ey Fy ane ie ta iy Hei ; ; : *) Many : 


*f i. 4 Rt prin note cs 4 . any | 


7 eas ; On fi 


ne mags oe r 








; i wy 
a 
Verge ate 
ee 





nip 
res 









“7 
i 


- 


cena til 





— 
a 


=) 


= 

te 

er 
-" 





Ch2gwse705 = = =Annual Report of the 2? 
“ASC Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism 1974 





we eee 
er A res 
i 


is ie r q 
Peas ens bees b 
a. ae 


se 
eS 
€ a 





Honourable Margaret Birch 
Provincial Secretary for Social Development. 
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Dear Mrs. Birch: 


/t is with great pleasure that we present to you the first Annual Report of the 


Ontario Advisory Council on Multiculturalism for the year ending November 30, 
1974. 


Sincerely, 
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Jeanne Sabourin Ernie Checkeris Mary Louise Clements 
Vice-Chairman Chairman Vice-Chairman 
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CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS 


The past three decades have brought tremendous 
changes to the population pattern of Canada. 
Millions of immigrants, hoping to escape the tensions 
and antagonisms of Europe, Asia and Africa, or 
seeking new economic opportunities, have made 
homes for themselves and their children in the New 
World. And the province of Ontario, with its tremen- 
dous resources and unparalleled dynamism, was 
selected by so many of these immigrants that it is 
now the home of the most densely concentrated 
ethnic communities in Canada. 

These new Canadians have brought with them 
the richness of the culture of their former homes. 
They are anxious to preserve the cultural, spiritual, 
religious and artistic values which added so much to 
their lives before their emigration. And perhaps the 
very newness of the world into which they have en- 
tered provides a deeper meaning to their traditions, 
an anchor to lives torn loose from their ancient 
moorings. So, while they strive earnestly to adjust 
themselves to their new environment, they are 
anxious to hold fast to their own treasurehouse of 
ethnocultural riches. 

These new immigrants come to a land already 
enriched by many cultures. There are the varied 
cultures of the Native peoples, the Indian and the In- 
nuit cultures we are only now beginning to ap- 
preciate, and which predate the arrival of the white 
man. Then there are the cultures of the two ‘‘foun- 
ding races’’; the French, adapted in Canada to the 
aspirations and needs of a vigourous, creative 
society, and the English, glorying in the greatness of 
its language and literature. 

The harmonious interaction of the cultures of 
the Native peoples, the French, the English, and the 
more recent immigrants, is one of the great 
achievements of Canadian society, an achievement 
made even more significant by the recognition by the 
Ontario Government that this province is bilingual 
and multicultural. 

Conscious of the need to assist the various 
Canadian ethnic communities to preserve the legacy 
bequeathed to them by countless generations of an- 
cestors, the Government of Ontario in June, 1972 
convened a Congress, ‘’Heritage Ontario’, to deal 
with ‘‘the vital question of Ontario’s heritage and 
future cultural development’’. The Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism is the instrument created to im- 
plement the recommendation of Heritage Ontario 
that the Government ‘‘accept prime responsibility for 
harmonizing all the elements of society by every 
means at its disposal’’. It is the responsibility of the 
Advisory Council to help preserve and develop those 
enthnocultural qualities which add so much to the 
colour of our lives and which are making so 
significant a contribution to the creation of a distinc- 
tive Canadian culture. 

The work of the Advisory Council is firmly 
grounded in the conviction that diversity within a 


community can be an exciting and inspiring ex- 
perience. But if diversity is to find acceptance, if it is 
not to encourage suspicion and hostility, if we are, in- 
deed, to live in harmony with our fellow-Canadians, 
we must constantly emphasize the truth — that we 
live with others who are in many significant ways the 
same as we are but who are, in many significant 
ways, different. An understanding of our similarities, 
and an awareness of our differences, will heighten 
Our capacity to appreciate the contributions being 
made by others to our society. 

The members of the Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism believe in a pluralistic society, a 
society in which different cultures are brought closer 
together, benefiting from contact with each other. 
They believe that the association of races with each 
other enhances the contribution each can make to 
the other. They believe that philosophies of life, 
when brought into contact one with another, enrich 
each other. They believe that the ‘‘melting pot’’ con- 
cept of a society would produce a bland mixture in 
which undue emphasis would be placed upon con- 
formity. They prefer the concept of a mosaic, in 
which each ethnocultural group maintains its own in- 
dividuality but, in doing so, makes a unique con- 
tribution to the society of which it forms a part. 

A year has now passed since the Ontario Ad- 
visory Council on Multiculturalism began its work — 
translating into action the recommendations sub- 
mitted at the June 1972 Congress of Heritage On- 
tario. 

The summary of the activity of the Council and 
its various committees which follows will indicate the 
philosophical premises which motivate the Council. 
It will provide a review of its work to the present time. 
And it will indicate what it regards as its responsibility 
in the years which lie ahead. 

No report of this scope would be complete 
without an expression of appreciation to the 
professional staff. The members of this staff were ef- 
ficient and conscientious, to be sure. But they gave 
ample evidence, during the year which has just 
passed, of their concern, their enthusiasm and their 
unreserved dedication to the purposes the Advisory 
Council on Multiculturalism was created to serve. 
There is hardly a member of the Council who has not 
called upon the staff for assistance ‘‘beyond the call 
of duty’’. This assistance has been given unstintingly 
— not only willingly but graciously. 


Y Cather 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


COMMITTEE ON THE CONCERNS OF NATIVE PEOPLES 


The Advisory Council on Multiculturalism acknow- 
ledges the prime importance of improving the econo- 
mic and social position of the Native peoples in On- 
tario. Our research has strongly reinforced the 
generally accepted conviction that Native people in 
Ontario are the forgotten people in their own land. 
We are fully aware of the fact that the problem is an 
extremely complex one for which there is no simple 
solution. We realize, too, that the Province of Ontario 
is striving to find solutions. However, it is strongly 
felt that there is still a great deal which can and 
should be done immediately in this area. 

Our Committee’s first task was to learn more 
about the Provincial Government’s policies and 
programs as they affect the Metis, and the status and 
non-status Indians. To this end we held meetings, 
initially with the Director of the Indian Community 
Secretariat and, subsequently, with one of his senior 
staff members. We also met with the Director of the 
Toronto Regional Office of the Department of Indian 
Affairs and Northern Development to learn more 
about how the two levels of government work 
together in this area. 

We then began to establish contact with Native 
organizations and umbrella groups throughout the 
Province. This was done through numerous personal 
contacts, press releases to Native newspapers and 
letters to all Indian Chiefs. We also initiated what we 
hope will be a series of meetings with Native peoples 
throughout the Province for the purpose of listening 
to their concerns and learning from them. In all such 
contacts we have stressed the fact that our function 
is one of listening and learning, with the hope that 
the Native peoples might eventually think of us as a 
link between themselves and the Provincial Govern- 
ment. We know that it will take time to gain their 
confidence and respect but we have unanimously 
agreed that any recommendations made by our 
Council to the Government of Ontario on behalf of 
Native peoples must emanate from them or have 
their unqualified support. 

While this report primarily reflects our own 
learning experience with Native peoples we submit 
the following recommendations: 

1. Over the past few years many viable Native 
organizations have been formed in Ontario 
to further the cause of the Metis, and the 
status and non-status Indians. It is our belief 
that Native peoples and their organizations 
are working earnestly to find Native 
solutions to Native problems. We feel that 
the Government of Ontario is obligated to 
lend these organizations increasing en- 
couragement and support. 


2. We feel that there must be an instrument for 
more effective communication between 
Native peoples and the Provincial Govern- 
ment. 


It is our understanding that the Indian Advisory 
Committee to the Ministry of Community and Social 
Services had not functioned for some time. We feel 
that there is a crucial need for such an instrument. In 
our view, this body should be a working committee, 
made up predominantly of representative Native 
peoples from the various areas of the Province, who 
would be paid the established rate for Advisory Com- 
mittees and who, through both committees and sub- 
committees, would meet on a frequent, regular and 
continuing basis. Meetings, where possible, should 
be scheduled in the appropriate areas of concern. 
Every effort should be made to provide for direct ac- 
cess between the Committee and the Provincial 
Government and such access should not be limited 
to one particular Ministry. In our opinion this would 
avoid the danger of Government policy being con- 
ceived in isolation, without Native input, support and 
collaboration. 


3. It is felt that Government support for Native 
peoples should include assistance towards 
enabling them to reclaim their indentity. It 
should, as well, enable the Native peoples to 
share their varied cultures, both past and 
present, with other Ontarians. Such inter- 
action is, in our view, particularly important 
in the case of Native peoples for unless we 
understand their culture we will never be 
able to communicate with them. 


Although Government officials have assured us 
that Native peoples are being consulted with regard 
to proposed policies and programmes, this view is 
not supported by the Native leaders with whom we 
have met. They were, rather, of the opinion that if 
they were consulted at all it was generally ‘‘after the 
fact’’. They desired a fuller opportunity to present 
their own policies and programmes to government. 
They also expressed the view that they would like to 
see more Native people working in the various 
Departments of the Provincial Government, and are 
confident that there are persons available who might 
make a valuable contribution. 


The Committee is gravely concerned about 
recent developments.in our Province with respect to 
Native peoples. We wish to see work with Native 
peoples rather than for Native peoples. And we 
believe that there is an urgent and pressing need for 
the work to be expanded and accelerated. 





COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS, MEDIA AND GOVERNMENT 
COMMITTEE ON CITIZENSHIP AND THE NEEDS OF NEWCOMERS 
A Joint Report 


The Committee on Human Rights, Media and 
Government was, during its first year, primarily oc- 
cupied with the question of immigration. Together 
with the Committee on Citizenship and the Needs of 
Newcomers, it submitted the following report to 
the Advisory Council, which the Advisory Council 
adopted and forwarded to the Provincial Secretary 
for Social Development, The Honourable Margaret 
Birch. 


RECOMMENDATIONS ON IMMIGRATION 
The Points System 


While the Federal Government claims exclusive juris- 
diction over immigration and although the BNA Act 
defines immigration as an area of concurrent juris- 
diction, there should be greater involvement of the 
provinces in immigration matters, especially of On- 
tario, which is the province most heavily affected by 
immigration. Participation of the province in immi- 
gration matters seems most essential. This par- 
ticipation might be made through offices abroad or 
through provincial input into the points system under 
which immigrants are selected. 

The Committees do not rule out the possibility 
of establishing provincial offices abroad but do not 
recommend it. Instead, the Committees recommend 
that: 


Special points under the points system 
should be given to prospective im- 
migrants according to provincial and 
regional manpower needs, with the 
criteria for these needs to be established 
by the province. 


Deportation 


At the present time a person deported from Canada 
frequently returns to this country illegally. When ap- 
prehended this individual is simply deported again, at 
the expense of the police and the Department of 
Manpower and Immigration. No criminal penalties 
are attached to the re-entry of persons ordered 
deported. In order both to preserve respect for the 
law and to restrict the presence of undesirable per- 
sons in Canada it is recommended that: 


The non-authorized return to Canada of a 
person deported under the laws of 
Canada shall be made a criminal offense. 
In addition, deportation should be rigidly 
enforced after any term of imprisonment 
expires. 


RECOMMENDATION ON REDUCTION OF 
PERIOD REQUIRED FOR ELIGIBILITY FOR 
CANADIAN CITIZENSHIP 


The Waiting Period 


Under the existing laws and regulations, the waiting 
period for eligibility for Canadian citizenship is five 
years, unless special circumstances prevail. 

For those who come with the intention of 
becoming Canadian citizens, the waiting period is too 


long. This applies especially to refugees, stateless 
persons and those who are in disagreement with the 
governments of their homelands. Some countries im- 
pose arbitrary and onerous conditions upon landed 
immigrants in Canada. Other countries subject im- 
migrants to pressures ranging from persecution to 
deprivation of citizenship rights. Citizenship should 
be made less difficult for those who decide to apply 
for it. 


Discrimination Against Husbands 


The present laws discriminate against husbands of 
Canadian citizens. Whereas the wife of a Canadian 
citizen is eligible to become a citizen after one year’s 
residence, a husband is not. This provision, in ad- 
dition to its obvious inequity, also violates the prin- 
ciple of equality of the sexes and should have no 
place in modern society. 

A reduction of the time required for the granting 
of citizenship, seems to be an equitable solution to 
these problems. Therefore, the Committees recom- 
mend that there be: 


A reduction of time for eligibility for 
citizenship to three years. 


RECOMMENDATIONS ON DOCUMENTS IN- 
DICATING THE STATUS OF LANDED _IM- 
MIGRANTS 

Copies of documents indicating the status of landed 
immigrants which are issued as documentary proof 
of legal residence in Canada are inadequate. They are 
barely legible and might not be recognized by legal 
authorities. It is, therefore, recommended that: 


1. Identity cards be made available to landed 
immigrants, similar to the miniature cer- 
tificates of Canadian citizenship. 


Landed immigrants can avail themselves of 
these identity cards, which would be especially help- 
ful when travelling. 

Under present regulations, Canada admits as 
visitors aliens who have been lawfully admitted to the 
United States. All that is required of them is the 
presentation of the Alien Registration Card. 

The United States, in contrast, requires visitors’ 
visas for those who are not Canadian citizens, Irish 
citizens or citizens of Commonwealth nations. 
Canada should make representations to the United 
States to eliminate the inequities in the treatment of 
landed immigrants. Therefore, it is recommended 
that: 


2 The Canadian government insist that the 
United States recognize the documented 
landed immigrant status of Canadian 
residents for visiting purposes in the same 
way as Canada recognizes the equivalent 
status of residents of the United States. 


The United States of America is willing to issue 
border crossing cards to landed immigrants who 
have stable ties with Canada, who can establish the 
fact that they will remain in Canada and who have 


valid passports. Under the proposed establishment of 
an identity card system, the United States might be 
more easily persuaded to accept reciprocity. 


RECOMMENDATION ON CANADIAN 
PASSPORTS 


Canadian passports still differentiate between 
Canadian-born citizens and citizens born abroad. The 
reference to the place of birth is not a necessary 
requirement for a passport. Passports of Switzerland 
do not contain such information. In order to minimize 
the danger that Canadian citizens born abroad may 
experience less favourable treatment than those born 
in Canada, it is recommended that: 


Canadian passports should omit reference 
to the birthplace of the citizen. 


In the Committees’ view, Canada does not 
protect vigorously enough the rights of naturalized 
Canadian citizens abroad. The Department of Ex- 
ternal Affairs should undertake the protection of all 
Canadian citizens whether they are Canadian-born or 
not. In order to do so, the Government should enter 
into negotiations with other countries, clarifying the 
rights of Canadian citizens and obtaining bilateral 
agreements setting out these rights. 


The necessity of such arrangements was 
recently demonstrated in the Greek-Turkish 
conflict. Canadian citizens of Greek origin visiting 
Greece were drafted into the Greek army. 


RECOMMENDATION ON OATH OF 
ALLEGIANCE 


At the present time a large number of landed im- 
migrants who have completed their residential 
requirements remain citizens of countries other than 
Canada. Some do so for personal reasons and we 
respect their decision. Others, while expressing 
allegiance to Canada and a desire to become 
Canadian citizens, do not wish, in so doing, to 
become British subjects. 

Historically, the status of Canadians as British 
subjects evolved from the development of Canada 
from Colony to Nation. Now, however, the term has 
become an anachronism. Britain herself no longer 
recognizes the status of ‘‘British subjects’’ unless 
these persons can at least trace their descent from a 
paternal grandfather who was a native of the British 
Isles. Britain also developed the concept of “British 
citizenship’, and only this status confers full 
privileges of citizenship in the United Kingdom. 

New Canadians, as well as Canadians of other 
than British backgrounds, recognize the Queen as 
the head of the Canadian Government. However, the 
difference between the position of the Queen as 
Queen of the United Kingdom and her position as 
Queen of Canada is not explained with sufficient 
Clarity. Because it is not always wholly understood it 
is not always fully accepted. While the status of Her 
Majesty as Queen of Canada should be recognized, 
the oath of allegiance should be made simpler and 
more solemn, reflecting its profound meaning and 
importance, emphasizing the new citizen’s respon- 
sibility to Canada rather than his allegiance to the 
Queen as the head of the state. It should, moreover, 
spell out more clearly the rights and the responsibil- 


ities of a Canadian citizen. The Committees therefore 
recommend that: 


The present oath of allegiance be 
changed to: | pledge allegiance to Canada 
and promise as a responsible citizen to 
uphold the laws of the land and to defend 
its freedoms. 


RECOMMENDATION ON THE RIGHT TO VOTE 
AND BE ELECTED 


Here, too, the present law indicates an evolution 
from the status of British subject to that of Canadian 
citizen. 

While Canadians cherish the British tradition as 
modified by the Canadian reality and experience, it 
should be recognized that Canada is an independent 
nation. In order to emphasize the significance of 
Canadian citizenship, the following recommendation 
has been adopted: 


The right to vote and to be elected to 
public office should be restricted to 
Canadian citizens. All reference in the 
laws giving preferential treatment to 
British subjects should be eliminated. 


RECOMMENDATIONS ON PROMOTION OF 
CANADIAN CITIZENSHIP 


Research should be done on the problem of why 
relatively few landed immigrants domiciled in Canada 
become Canadian citizens. The causes of ‘‘non- 
nationalization’’ should be examined and positive 
programmes promoting acceptance of full Canadian 
citizenship should be initiated. It is therefore recom- 
mended that: 


7. Research and action programmes be 
initiated by the federal government 
aiming at a greater degree of acceptance 
of Canadian citizenship by persons 
domiciled in Canada. 

Ps The administrative structure of the 
citizenship court system be strengthened 
to enable it to receive and process ap- 
plicants more expeditiously. 


RECOMMENDATION ON REFUSAL OF 
CANADIAN CITIZENSHIP 

In order to foster a positive commitment to Canadian 
citizenship, and to obviate arbitrary action on the part 
of the Federal Government, it is recommended that: 


In case of refusal of Canadian citizenship 
by a judge of the court, the decision 
should be in writing, stating the legal and 
factual reasons for the refusal and 
allowing further judicial review of the 
decision. This requires the abolition of all 
privative clauses in the present citizenship 
act and regulations under the act. 


RECOMMENDATION ON INVESTIGATION OF 
PROSPECTIVE IMMIGRANTS 


Canada should be a country of citizens and residents 
living under the rule of law. Consequently, those with 
criminal records should normally not be permitted to 
reside in Canada unless their offenses were com- 
mitted, if by juveniles, more than two years since 

















and, if by adults, more than five years since. In many 
countries, however, persons with criminal records 
are able to conceal their offences from Canadian im- 
migration authorities. It is therefore recommended 
that: 


Canada cease, wherever possible, to rely 
on foreign information and that it conduct 
its own investigation of prospective im- 
migrants. 


RECOMMENDATION ON TRANSFERRING ON- 
TARIO HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION FROM 
MINISTRY OF LABOUR TO THE SECRETARIAT 
FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 


Transfer of Human Rights Commission 


The area of citizens’ rights, apart from the enforce- 
ment of working conditions and labour standards, af- 
fects more frequently the jurisdiction of the 
Secretariat for Social Development than it does the 
Ministry of Labour. It is therefore recommended that: 


The Ontario Human Rights Commission 
be transferred from the Ministry of Labour 
to the Secretariat for Social Develop- 
ment. However, the enforcement of em- 
ployment standards should remain under 
the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Labour. 


Discrimination in Provincial Statutes 


We recommend that the law reform com- 
mission appoint a sub-committee to 
review all legislation from the human 
rights point-of-view so as to eliminate all 
discriminatory words, phrases and con- 
notations from provincial statutes. 


RECOMMENDATIONS ON HEALTH CON- 
SIDERATIONS 


Immigrants who receive a clean bill of health at the 
time they emiarate from their homelands ought not 
to be penalized for illnesses developed in Canada by 
being denied the rights of landed immigrants. We 
therefore recommend that: 


7. The development of an illness, within 
Canada, should not be cause for an im- 
migrant’s rejection. 


Individuals who might make a significant con- 
tribution to Canadian life are frequently barred from 
entry because of health problems or physical dis- 
abilities. It is recommended that: 


2 Medical fitness, except in the case of a 
communicable disease, should not be a 
bar to a person’s entry to Canada where 
such person can make a substantial con- 
tribution to the country. 


RECOMMENDATION ON BILINGUAL 
GOVERNMENT SERVICES 


In addition to the foregoing the joint committees 
presented to the Advisory Council a resolution with 


respect to bilingual government services which the 
Council adopted and forwarded to the Provincial 
Secretary for Social Development, the Honourable 
Margaret Birch: 


That the provincial government expand 
bilingual services at the provincial level in 
areas where 25% of the population has 
French as its native tongue and, if this ex- 
panded programme proves successful 
and useful in these areas, that the pro- 
vince give consideration to extending 
these services in all areas which have 
been designated by the federal govern- 
ment as bilingual. 


The Committee on Human Rights, Media and 
Government and the Committee on Citizenship and 
the Needs of Newcomers will continue to work 
together to determine whether actual patterns of in- 
equality of opportunity or treatment exist with 
respect to various ethnocultural groups. This joint 
committee will ask the media to forward to it exam- 
ples of such inequality. It will also hold regional 
meetings throughout Ontario to receive depositions 
from representatives of the ethnocultural groups 
with respect to this subject. If such patterns of in- 
equality are discovered, the joint committee will 
study them and recommend to Council what should 
be done to make equality of opportunity and treat- 
ment a reality for all cultural and ethnic groups. 

In addition the two Committees are studying the 
following areas of concern: 


fi The continuation of the practice of grant- 
ing political asylum to foreign persons 

2 The validity of employers’ demands that 
Canadian experience be a requisite in 
filling positions and the extent to which 
such demands are manifestations of dis- 
crimination. 


The Committees are also awaiting the Federal 
Green Paper on immigration in order that a formal 
response may be made to it in the name of the Coun- 
cil. 

In this regard we commend the Ontario Govern- 
ment for gathering data and preparing a response to 
the Green Paper through its Ontario Government 
Steering Committee on Immigration. However, we 
are concerned that Provincial views are being plan- 
ned as a reaction to the Green Paper once it becomes 
a reality rather than as a positive assessment of the 
needs of the province in immigration matters. The 
Advisory Council urges the Ontario Government to 
announce immediately its policy in the area of im- 
migration and to invite the residents of this Province 
to express and share their concerns. 

We feel that such an approach would not only 
help resolve the existing uncertainty but would also 
create conditions for a more constructive and 
progressive immigration policy. 


COMMITTEE ON LANGUAGE AND EDUCATION 


This report of the work done to date by the Com- 
mittee on Language/Education is not intended to be 
a detailed review of all the work done by the Com- 
mittee, but rather to highlight the recommendations 
dealing with third language instruction. 

The Committee used as the basis of its 
examination the recommendations set out in the 
report of the Heritage Ontario Congress, June 1972, 
and the master list of recommendations which arose 
out of that Congress. The master list contained twen- 
ty-three recommendations dealing with Education 
and Language. 

The overall scope of the master list of recom- 
mendations was large and the Committee felt that it 
would be advisable to break down its research into a 
number of manageable research areas. With this in 
mind it decided to direct its energies towards a study 
of third language instruction, ‘‘third language’ im- 
plying a study of languages other than English and 
French, for which legislation already exists. It was the 
consensus of the Committee that legislation for third 
language instruction should be enacted by the 
Government of Ontario. 

Prior to initiating its examination, the Committee 
deliberated at considerable length the question of 
whether or not third language instruction in the 
Province was, in fact, necessary. The unanimous 
decision of the Committee was that the encourage- 
ment of a knowledge of a third language would not 
only benefit the individual but would benefit Ontario 
and Canada. 

The implementation of third language _in- 
struction is hindered by many problems including: 


Lack of instructional space; 

Lack of trained teachers and personnel: 

Lack of textbooks; 

Inadequate teachers’ salaries; 

Transportation problems; and 

Lack of official recognition as credit courses 
of the work completed by students in the 
study of third languages. 


The Heritage Ontario Congress Report, in- 
cluding the list of recommendations, was forwarded 
to all Congress participants, as well as Government 
Ministries involved in education. The reports from 
these offices indicated that many facilities already 
exist for the implementation of the recommendations 
included within the Heritage Ontario Congress list. It 
became evident to the Committee that there was a 
lamentable lack of communication between the 
various Ministries and the public. 


Once this became evident to the Committee, 
one of its prime concerns was to develop a practical 
method of improving the means of communication 
between the public and the government. 

The Committee also felt that it should solicit 
public opinion regarding language and education. To 
this end a public meeting of the Committee was held 
in St. Catharines in April 1974. The feedback from 
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the meeting was both invaluable and encouraging. 
The meeting indicated that the Committee was 
moving in the right direction. Of paramount import- 
ance was the indispensable need of a strong com- 
munications link between cultural organizations and 
Boards of Education in overcoming many of the 
problems which beset third language instruction. 
Many of the participants at the meeting directed 
specific requests to the Director of Education for 
county of Lincoln, who was in attendance. To the 
amazement of those present he granted the requests 
on the spot. This further reinforced the Committee's 
belief that strong communication links between the 
Ministry of Education and local Boards of Education 
must be established. 

The Committee on Language and Education 
submitted the following recommendations on 
language to the Advisory Council. These were ac- 
cepted and forwarded to the Honourable Margaret 
Birch: 

i The Government of Ontario inform the 
public about the policies of government in 

the area of third language education and 

instruction, and about the facilities now 

available for the encouragement of such 
education and instruction. 


This could be done by: 


a.Organizing meetings between cultural or- 
ganizations and interested individuals, and 
regional offices of the Ministry of Education; 

b.Wider circulation of literature concerning 
language education and other ethnocultural 
courses; 

c. Use of the media; and 

d.Other means available to the government. 


Pi The Ministry of Education strongly en- 
courage local school boards to make 
maximum community use of school 
facilities in continuing educational 
programmes, with specific reference to 
third language instruction and other 
cultural activities. 


3. The public be made aware of the 
provision that a secondary school credit 
may be awarded to anyone studying a 
third language, provided the course meets 
Ministry of Education criteria. 


4. The Government of Ontario establish 
courses for the certification of teachers of 
third languages. 


5 The regional consultants of the Ministry 
of Education, in conjunction with local 
boards of education, establish metho- 
dology workshops for lay teachers of 
language. 


Further to the recommendations related to 
language instruction, the Committee has outlined a 
programme to study: 


Multicultural instruction in Ontario schools, in- 
cluding such topics as course development; in- 
clusion of multicultural studies under the 
Canadian Studies heading; funding of the cost 
of multicultural materials; local development of 
multicultural educational courses of study; ac- 
creditation of multicultural studies in univer- 
sities and colleges; the development of 
methods of training for teachers who will be in- 
volved in multicultural studies. 

The provision of library facilities with an aug- 
mented inventory of multicultural materials; the 
possibility of enlarging the physical area or 
areas of libraries which deal with multicultural 
materials; methods of encouraging public par- 
ticipation in acquiring multicultural materials for 
libraries; the utilization of mobile libraries to 
bring multicultural materials to outlying areas; 
means of funding all libraries to enable them to 
accommodate multicultural materials. 


3. The development of a resource centre for eth- 
nocultural studies. 

4. The development of textbooks for use in 
language and multicultural studies at all levels 
of education in Ontario through Government 
aid in the publishing of such textbooks. 

5. |The encouragement of Canadian authorship of 
texts dealing with language and multicultural 
studies. 


This brief review is by no means a definitive out- 
line of the work which the Committee envisages. It is 
designed, rather, to point out the direction in which 
Our energies will be employed. 


The Committee would encourage all persons 
who are concerned with education and language, as 
it pertains to multiculturalism, to contact the Ontario 
Advisory Council on Multiculturalism. It is through 
direct contact of Council and public that areas of 
concern will manifest themselves. 


COMMITTEE ON CULTURE 


The presence in Ontario of a large number of ethno- 
cultural groups has made this province a multi- 
cultural community. Ethnocultural pluralism is an ac- 
cepted feature of our religious, spiritual, cultural and 
educational lives. 

Multiculturalism includes all the diverse cultures 
which constitute our society — the English, the 
French, the Native peoples, as well as those of more 
recent migrations. 


Multiculturalism has as its objectives: 


1. Encouraging each ethnocultural group to 
develop to its maximum potential its religious, 
ethnic, cultural and spiritual values. 

Zz Encouraging each ethnocultural group to share 
its culture with other Canadians. 

3. | Encouraging each ethnocultural group to share 
the specific values of groups other than its 
own. 

4. Encouraging each ethnocultural group within 
our society to learn as much as possible about 
the spiritual and cultural values of all other 
groups. 


The Committee believes that every ethno- 
cultural community has the right to work for the sur- 
vival of its cultural heritage and the development of 
its ancestral language. It believes, further, that the 
Government of Ontario has a _ responsibility to 
establish policies and programmes which will provide 
equality of opportunity to ethnocultural communities 
and help ensure their cultural and linguistic survival 
and development. 

The following recommendations were passed by 
the Council and submitted to the Honourable 
Margaret Birch: 


UF In order to provide equal opportunity to all in- 
dividuals and groups we recommend that: 


a)The Ontario Government define its policy 
with respect to the overall support of fine 
and popular arts and that it further in- 
dicate the specific arts included in the fine 
arts category as well as those classified 
under popular arts; 

b)The government provide information on: 


i) The support available in Ontario for 
ethnocultural expression; 

ii) The means of access to this sup- 
port; and 

ii) The criteria required in making ap- 
plication for this support. 

Zz: In the area of continuing growth, we recom- 
mend that: 


a)The Government of Ontario continue to 
provide financial assistance in the 
development of festivals, arts and crafts 
exhibitions, drama presentations, and also 
sponsor an ongoing series of symposia in 
which techniques are developed for 
greater sharing of cultures; 


b/The Cultural Affairs Division of the 
Ministry of Colleges and Universities ex- 
pand and promote programmes of 
cultural exchanges such as 
student/teacher exchanges within the 
province, exchanges of folk art per- 
formances provincially, nationally, and in- 
ternationally, and exchanges with artists 
of other countries; and the Advisory 
Council on Multiculturalism assist the 
Cultural Affairs Division in the develop- 
ment of such programmes. 


3. We recommend that Government support be 
made conditional on: 
a)The desire of ethnocultural groups to 
preserve their cultures; and 
b)The availability of adequate leadership for 
the implementation of any programme for 
which support is being sought. 


4. We recommend that the Government of 
Ontario advertise its multicultural policy 
not only in the ethnic press but in all 
media in order to reach all people in the 
province. 


The Committee on Culture presented the 
following recommendation to the Council at its Sep- 
tember 20, 1974 meeting. Decision on the recom- 
mendation was deferred pending completion of fur- 


ther research. 


We recommend that the Government of Ontario 
create a Ministry of Culture with exclusive respon- 


sibility for the implementation of the Government's 


policy on multiculturalism. The Ministry would: 


a)protect and cultivate the unique contributions 
the ethnic groups have made and can make to 
this province (language, skills, customs, and 
arts): 

b)ensure that all groups have maximum freedom 
of choice in expression and lifestyle; every 
group will have the right to and will be en- 
couraged to pursue its own language and 
cultural identity; 

c)assist in the establishment of closer links be- 
tween the Ontario Advisory Council on Multi- 
culturalism and the established provincial 
ethnocultural organizations which are currently 
stimulating and co-ordinating activities in the 
multicultural field; and 

d)assist in the establishment of closer links be- 
tween the Ontario Advisory Council and the 
responsible Federal and Municipal Committees 
Operating in the area of multiculturalism, so 
that we may pursue a unified policy. 

The Committee is pursuing a research project 

relative to: 

a) the financial support in Ontario for multicultural 
expression; 

b)the means of access to this support; and 


c)the criteria required in filing applications for 
support. 


The Committee is directing its current orien- 
tation towards pragmatic, practical programmes. In 
this spirit discussions have been held to determine 
the possibility of advancing multiculturalism by: 


1. Making a seminar on multiculturalism part of 
the teacher development program of the pro- 
vincial educational system. 

2. Creating a panel of speakers from among the 
ethnocultural communities who would be avail- 
able to address classes in elementary and high 
schools. 

3. Extending such programmes as are now being 
presented by CJRT-FM (see below) to other 
radio stations. 

4. — Examining the possibilities of presenting similar 
programmes on television. (See comments 
below on approach to the OECA.) 

5. Holding meetings of Advisory Council or its 
committees in smaller communities with con- 
siderable ethnic populations so that there might 
be a direct interchange of ideas and opinions. 


REPORT ON CJRT-FM RADIO PROGRAMMES 


The Committee on Culture has been actively involved 
in a programme currently being presented by CJURT- 
FM, the radio station of the Ryerson Polytechnical |n- 
stitute. 

The idea for the programme evolved out of the 
press conference arranged by a committee of the Ad- 
visory Council following the dissemination of hate 
literature by the Western Guard and attacks on 
Blacks at a television performance and on the streets. 

Tom O'Neill, a member of the CURT-FM staff, 
proposed that this matter be discussed in a series of 
interviews and, during the course of discussion, the 
idea was developed of a comprehensive series 
covering all ethnocultural communities. 


The communities involved have included Italian, 
Greek, Chinese, Spanish, German, Portuguese, 
Jewish, Polish, West Indian, Indian, Canadian Black 
and other ethnic entities, including English, and 
future programmes will present the French- 
Canadian, as well as others. 

The format of the programme consists of inter- 
views with knowledgeable and articulate members of 
each ethnic group. The discussion covers some 
historical and demographic information about the 
group. It considers tensions which may exist within 
the group arising out of the period of immigration, 
geographic provenance of the immigrant, varying in- 
ternal cultural and religious differences, inter- 
generational conflict, etc. It then proceeds to an 
examination of external tensions arising out of the 
“foreignness’’ of the ethnocultural entity. There is 
also a consideration, under the general headings of 
“persecution”, ‘‘discrimination’’, and ‘‘condes- 
cension’’, of the level of hostility or suspicion this 
group may meet. Finally, the continued viability of 
the group within a Canadian context is examined. 

We believe this programme is serving a very use- 
ful purpose. It is informative, creating among 
listeners a greater awareness of the presence in On- 
tario of diverse ethnocultural communities. It is in- 
teresting and stimulating and, beyond these con- 
siderations, we think it is helping to reduce the pre- 
judice to which immigrant groups are often sub- 
jected. 

As this programme draws to a conclusion con- 
sideration is being given to a similar series of dis- 
cussions which would deal with the contribution 
being made by these same ethnocultural groups to 
the cultural, spiritual and economic life of the 
province. 

A letter has been sent to the Ontario Educa- 
tional Communications Authority (OECA), recom- 
mending that it undertake a programme of this type 
and it is hoped that other radio and television stations 
may also consider such programmes. 


THE ONTARIO ADVISORY COUNCIL 
ON MULTICULTURALISM 
MEETS THE COMMUNITY 


Regional Meeting, Education and Language 
Seminar — St. Catharines Lakeport Secondary 
School, April 20, 1974 


The seminar, attended by ninety people of various 
ethnocultural backgrounds, pursued two main ob- 
jectives: 


1. To acquaint the general public with existing 
policies regarding multiculturalism and, sub- 
sequently, to receive feedback from the general 
public. 

2. To establish the degree of interest among the 
public in the teaching of third languages and to 
determine what problems exist in such 
teaching. 


The following individuals joined the Committee 
members in active presentation and discussion: 


The Honourable Robert Welch, Provincial 
Secretary for Justice and Attorney 
General: 


Mr. R. G. Rist, Director of Curriculum 
Services Branch, Ministry of 
Education: 


Mr. Peter Noack, Language Teacher; 


Mr. Roger Allan, Director of Education, 
Lincoln County Board of Education. 


The encounter brought specifically to the at- 
tention of the Council: 


1. The lack of knowledge in the community of the 
existing policies of the Ministry of Education; 

2. The lack of a uniform policy among the various 
boards concerning the teaching of third 
languages; 

3. The lack of funding for textbooks in third 
languages; and 

4. The lack of teacher training for teachers of third 
languages. 


It was an interesting demonstration of the lack 
of communication between the various departments 
of government and the community. 

It also brought to the attention of the Council 
the fact that while the Government does, indeed, 
establish policies, it fails to inform the public ade- 
quately about these policies. 


Council Meeting, Ottawa 
May 23, 1974 


In an initial effort to reach the general public the Ad- 
visory Council, (with the help of the Ottawa Citizen- 
ship Branch Office), organized a public forum in Ot- 
tawa on May 23. This informal meeting was attended 
by more than 100 residents, representing some eigh- 
teen ethnocultural groups, including the Anglo- 
Saxon and Francophone population. 

Views and concerns along general lines corres- 
ponding with those of the Council’s Committees 
were aired and discussed. 


Language and Education 


Concerning the preservation and teaching of a third 

language: 

1. It was pointed out that although many 
programmes are available to the ethnocultural 
communities, there is a great need for better 
dissemination of information concerning these 
programmes. 

2. It was recommended that third language cour- 
ses be recognized for credit in secondary 
schools and be made available in more areas. 

3. | Since one of the important goals of multicultur- 
alism is to ensure equality of opportunity, all 
cultures should be given sufficient emphasis in 
the school curriculum. 

4. The lack of third language textbooks was con- 
sidered at some length. 


Citizenship and Immigration 


The majority of the participants felt that the 
acquisition of Canadian citizenship was a matter of 
personal choice and should therefore not be made 
compulsory. 

Reasons involved for not taking out citizenship 
papers included lack of information, objection to 
swearing allegiance to the Crown, and impediment to 
free access to country of origin. 

The public also recommended a more liberal im- 
migration policy. 

Culture 


One participant expressed the view that culture is an 
evolving process and that it can involve many diverse 
activities, which need not be carried on exclusively in 
the ethnic language. 


Media 


It was felt that individuals with foreign-sounding 
names and unfamiliar accents were being prevented 
from reading news and participating in television and 
radio programmes of nationwide interest. 


Young People and Multiculturalism 


In a brief presented by Wanda Jay Hae, Federal 
and Provincial agencies were asked to research, 
study and develop programmes specifically for 
young people (mostly second-generation 
Canadians), who face a crisis of self-identity because 
of cultural fragmentation. 


Council meeting, Sault Ste. Marie 
September 19, 1974 


The Council organized a second public meeting in 
Sault Ste. Marie on September 19, 1974. 

The open forum was attended by more than fifty 
persons, covering a wide cross-section of residents 
of Sault Ste. Marie. 

The meeting served a useful purpose, providing 
information concerning the mandate of the Council 
and its role in promoting multiculturalism. 


The public and members of the Council engaged 
in a question and answer exchange on the following 
topics: 
if The meaning of multiculturalism, the teaching 
of third languages, attitudes toward cultural 
heritage being developed in the schools, fund- 
ing for the use of mass media, the provision of 
monies for ethnocultural groups, the financing 
of multicultural centres; and 

2. Inequalities of opportunity built into the 
Canadian class structure and economic system. 


Native Peoples Meeting 


The Committee on the Concerns of Native Peoples 
held an open meeting on September 19, 1974, at the 
Indian Friendship Centre in Sault Ste. Marie. Ap- 
proximately twenty-five persons attended, including 
both status and non-status Indians, as well as local 
officials of the Provincial and Federal Governments. 

Representatives of various Native organizations 
spoke briefly about their aims and objectives, provid- 
ing the Committee with much useful information. 

The Native people present expressed many of 
their concerns, the most urgent of which are in- 
dicated in this report. 
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We were advised that the very effective Court 
Workers’ Programme, sponsored by the Federation 
of Indian Friendship Centres, is in need of additional 
funds to expand its service to Native peoples and a 
submission has been made to the Ministry of Correc- 
tional Services. We learned that many Native people 
were concerned because Indian languages and crafts 
are dying out. It was suggested that Native people 
should be responsible for developing regulations in 
respect to Crafts and that steps should be taken to 
prevent Japanese and Chinese products entering 
Canada and being sold under the label ‘Indian Han- 
dicrafts’’. 

We were told that there is a growing need for 
more Indian leaders. To this end it was felt that more 
leadership development programmes, planned by In- 
dians, should be set up and financed by the Provin- 
cial Government. 

The urgency of preserving the Indian language 
and culture was underlined by one young Indian 
woman, who declared, ‘‘Indian culture is a way of 
life... this is ourhome. .. if we lose our culture, we 
lose everything, for we have no other home to go 
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SPECIAL “TASK FORCE” REPORTS 


Information Centres 


The Council was asked by the Honourable Margaret 
Birch to express an opinion as to whether the Pro- 
vince of Ontario should support segregated services 
for different ethnic communities or whether it should 
support an integrated social service throughout On- 
tario, acknowledging the fact that different langu- 
ages will be needed in such centres. 

A special committee investigating this area 
came to the conclusion that it is the right of every 
citizen to have access to information on all com- 
munity services available to him and assistance, 
when necessary, on how to use this information. To 
this end it is the view of the Council that two major 
organizational approaches are desirable: 


1. In every urban centre or regional area there is 
need for a large, independent information and 
referral centre, equipped to meet the needs of 
the total community it purports to serve. The 
Central Information Centre should com- 
municate, co-operate and collaborate with 
other information and social service centres in 
their respective areas. 

Ze Small community information and social ser- 
vice centres are needed at the local level to 
provide more personalized information on 
resources and services available in the im- 
mediate area. Such centres should be funded 
by all levels of government and should be en- 
couraged to seek funding from the private sec- 
tor. They should meet the standards outlined in 
“Criteria for Funding Eligibility’’, prepared by 
the Ministry of Community and Social Services 
and should evolve out of the neighbourhoods in 
which they are to operate. Community centres 
should reflect the specific needs and aspira- 
tions of their communities and should be 
responsible to them. Above all, they should be 
accessible and approachable. We _ interpret 
“community” in a geographical rather than a 
cultural sense. 

While there may be a need for a unilingual cen- 
tre in an area which is completely unilingual, the 
Committee recommends, on the basis of its findings, 
that: 


re Centres should be multilingual, reflecting 
the communities in which they are 
located and having the capacity, in ad- 
dition, of promoting cultural interchange. 


The Committee believes it important that cen- 
tres retain their autonomy and have a sound financial 
base. It therefore recommends that: 


a A multiple source of funding, including 
the federal government, the provincial 
government, the municipal government 
and the private sector, be arranged for all 
centres. 


Since the need to approach four sources of 
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funds would obviously result in the expenditure of an 
inordinate amount of time in securing these funds 
and reporting on their use, the Committee further 
recommends that: 


a The provincial government initiate discus- 
sions with the appropriate federal and 
municipal departments with a view to 
developing a simpler and more effective 
machinery for the funding and super- 
vision of information and service centres. 


Whereas there is need for two-way com- 
munication between the centres and all levels of 
government, the committee recommends that: 


4. The provincial government work with the 
federation of community information cen- 
tres to supply more information to the in- 
dividual centres and to receive fuller feed- 
back on community needs and 
aspirations. Feed-back should be shared 
with all centres. 


Special Committee on Hate Literature & Racism 


On June 10, 1974 a special Committee met with the 
Honourable Robert Welch, Provincial Secretary for 
Justice, and Attorney General and the Honourable 
Margaret Birch, Provincial Secretary for Social 
Development. 

The purpose of this meeting was to bring to their 
attention racist propaganda being disseminated by 
the Western Guard and other racist groups. 

On June 20th, the Committee called a press con- 
ference to make the position of the Advisory Council 
clear. The press conference developed into a spirited 
confrontation with members of the Black, Asian and 
Jewish communities in which there was a frank, 
though friendly exchange of opinion. 


The Committee reviewed its consultations with 
the Honourable Margaret Birch and the Honourable 
Robert Welch. It asked the Honourable Robert 
Welch to take all steps necessary to bring criminal 
charges against the instigators of racial and religious 
discord, and to prevent them from publishing and 
distributing defamatory pamphlets and letters. 

The Committee also met with officials of Bell 
Canada and urged them to deny telephone service to 
those groups bent on destroying the democratic 
fabric of Canadian life by inflaming public opinion 
against minority groups. The Council was informed 
by Bell Canada that they were prevented by law from 
denying service to anyone since the Company’s In- 
corporation Act prevents it from censoring messages 
of any nature. They did, however, suggest that a 
conviction under the Ontario Telephone Act or the 
Anti-Hate Bill would be sufficient grounds for the 
withdrawal of service to those racist groups. 

The Committee is following closely parallel 
cases in the United States in which a similar type of 
message is being disseminated, and the same coun- 
termeasures are being attempted. 


The Committee also met with Clayton Powell, 
Assistant Attorney General, who indicated that he 
would take early steps to initiate action against the 
Western Guard. 

At a general meeting of Council further evidence 
was presented with regard to activities in many On- 
tario communities by the Western Guard and other 
racist groups. 

The Committee is gravely concerned about the 
lack of aggressive action on the part of the ap- 
propriate authorities. It accordingly submitted a 
recommendation to the Advisory Council which was 
unanimously accepted: 


WHEREAS the Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism condemns the continued ac- 
tivities of hate mongers, whether from the ex- 
treme right wing or the equally extreme left 
wing of the political spectrum; and 


WHEREAS the ‘‘White Power’’ movement 
continues to issue defamatory and libellous 
pamphlets designed to incite racial and ethnic 
antagonism to the detriment of public interest 
and safety and in contradiction of government 
policy; and 


WHEREAS irresponsible radical groups are 
using this racist propaganda to foment dis- 
sension and encourage unrest, activities which, 
in view of growing economic strain, are 
especially irresponsible and dangerous; 
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2. Recommends, 


THEREFORE the Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism: 


1. Reaffirms the need for a_ detailed 
examination and investigation into the ac- 
tivities of organizations whose avowed 
purpose is the exploitation of social, 
ethnic and religious discord, and requests 
a progress report from the government as 
to its action in this area. 

with reference to the 
Western Guard’s recorded telephone 
message, that the Ontario Government 
study section 113 chapter 457 of the On- 
tario Telephone Act to ascertain whether, 
in fact, the Western Guard could be con- 
victed for disseminating this recorded 
message. 


3: Recommends that the Attorney General 


consider the practicability of proceeding 
against the Western Guard under the 
provisions of the anti-hate bill. 


4. Recommends, if the implementation of 


items 2 and 3 are considered impracti- 
cable, that steps be taken to amend these 
acts to ensure that the spirit of both acts 
be implemented. 


In addition, the Council requested a report from 
the Honourable John MacBeth regarding the in- 
vestigation of hate literature by the Ontario Human 
Rights Commission, indicating any recom- 
mendations it may make for action to remedy this 
dangerous situation. 


THE COUNCIL AND OTHERS 


Over the past twelve months the Council has met 
with many individuals and groups in its endeavours 
to obtain first hand information. 


CULTURAL AFFAIRS DIVISION, 
Ministry of Colleges and Universities 


Mr. J. D. McCullough, Assistant Deputy Minister, 
Cultural Affairs Division, Ministry of Colleges and 
Universities, Province of Ontario, discussed the new 
cultural policy, which sets guidelines concerning the 
government's involvement in the cultural affairs of 
the province. 

The policy states that cultural development 
should be participatory, and that the opportunity to 
develop be made available to the many communities 
outside the large metropolitan centres. 

While government should aim to provide the 
climate for cultural development it ought not to 
become the source for cultural decision-making. It 
must leave the creation and development to the 
people directly concerned. 

The Cultural Affairs Division’s policy is based on 
community demand and initiative. 


ONTARIO FOLK ARTS COUNCIL 


The Executive Committee of the Ontario Folk Arts 
Council, headed by the President, Mr. Roy McMurtry 
and Mr. Leon Kossar, Executive Director, informed 
the members of the Advisory Council of the aims, ob- 
jectives, by-laws and membership of the organi- 
zation, which for the past ten years has been con- 
cerned with visual arts, performing arts and the 
cultural activities of ethnocultural groups. 

The major subsidized activities of the Ontario 
Folk Arts Council, which is an umbrella organization, 
consist of the Folk Arts Festivals and related ac- 
tivities, and cultural exchanges. 

The Executive Committee of the Folk Arts Coun- 
cil offered the facilities of its research and consulta- 
tive services to the Advisory Council. 


L‘ASSOCIATION CANADIENNE-FRANCAISE 
DE L‘ONTARIO. = 


The Council met with the following representatives 
OF VA.C.O8 


Omer Deslauriers, President; Lucien Bradet, 
Vice-President and Dr. Frangois Beaulne, member of 
the Board of Directors. They had been invited to 
share their views on the needs and aspirations of the 
Francophone community in Ontario. 

M. Deslaurier’s comments centre on |‘A.C.F.O.’s 
aims, objectives and general philosophy. On multi- 
culturalism, he had this to say: 
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‘It is my belief that the French in Canada have 
been the bulwark of multiculturalism. If the 
Anglophones of Canada are receptive to multi- 
culturalism, if Canada is not a melting pot, it is 
because the French have refused to be 
melted .. . we are open to multiculturalism. .” 


While he felt that it was important for minority 
groups to get together, he suggested that the lack of 
intercommunication was due to the fact that the 
ethnocultural groups are primarily concerned with 
their own survival and spend most of their energies in 
efforts to unite their own communities. 

Most immigrants identify with the Anglophone 
block. M. Deslauriers challenged the Provincial 
Government for failing to inform the newcomers 
about the accessibility of the French language as 
well as the English. 

He also recommended that the Provincial Gov- 
ernment issue a definitive statement on the status of 
the English and French languages vis-a-vis all the 
other languages. According to the President of 
\'A.C.F.O. this proposed measure would facilitate the 
teaching of third languages in the schools. 

M. Lucien Bradet outlined the structure of 
l'A.C.F.0. as an umbrella organization and 
elaborated on a few of its present programmes. 

Among these he singled out a study to be 
published shortly on the economic status of the Fran- 
cophone population and on the subjects of com- 
munication and education. He emphasized the fact 
that although there has been an improvement in the 
accessibility of French education in the province, 
problems still exist in many areas which remain to be 
solved. 

Dr. Frangois Beaulne discussed a particularly 
controversial brief, submitted by I’A.C.F.O. to the 
Fullerton Commission on the National Capital, 
suggesting that the administrative structure of the 
Regional (metropolitan) Capital be set up so as to en- 
sure that French-Canadians comprise an administra- 
tive unit in which they would be a majority and where 
they could exercise political and economic power. 
The concept could be applied in areas with a strong 
concentration of Francophones. 

The designation ‘‘predominantly French- 
speaking areas’’ does not mean the creation of 
“ghettos” but, rather, the retention within a regional 
Government of units with the ability to exercise 
significant power. 

In summary, the representatives of |’A.C.F.O. 
felt that the question for Francophones to tackle was 
one of promotion rather than survival. 


“All my life | have worked for practical results. If | 
have succeeded, after my death my children will 
shake hands with the Protestants. | do not want the 
evils that exist in Europe to be repeated here. There 
will at last be a new world. But not insome days or 
years. It may take hundreds of years. 


Yet, now, we make a beginning. We invite to our 
new world Italians, Poles, Bavarians, Belgians, the 
Swedes, the Irish, the Jews — all, all are welcome 
here, provided only that they will work with us...” 


Louis Riel July 28th, 1885 
From — “The Trial of Louis Riel’’ by John Coulter 
Published in Canada by Oberon Press 


LOOKING FORWARD 


The account of the activities of the Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism here presented indicates that this 
past year has been, for the twenty-three members of 
the Advisory Council, a year of considerable activity. 
It has, no less, been a year of learning. 

Our experience has taught us that multicultural- 
ism is not a static but a developing concept. As 
Council members discussed among themselves the 
problems of their various ethnocultural communities, 
their understanding of the more profound aspects of 
multiculturalism was deepened. They became more 
conscious of their responsibility, as proponents of 
cultural progress, not to themselves alone but to all 
of the groups in this province. Recognizing the truth 
that cultural values can flourish only in a climate of 
mutual respect, they have assumed the obligation of 
defending all ethnocultural groups against the at- 
tacks of bigots and racists. While the primary role of 
the Council is that of advisor to Government on the 
problems of ethnocultural communities, its members 
see themselves increasingly as advisors, as well, to 
ethnocultural groups, on the availability of opportun- 
ities for self-expression. 

As the Advisory Council on Multiculturalism en- 
ters its second year it will continue to fulfil its respon- 
sibility to Government. It hopes, as well, to be able to 
work effectively in direct intercultural and interethnic 
activity. More and more, it will operate through ‘‘task 
forces’’ and ‘‘committees’’ which will help to 
promote practical programmes in multiculturalism. 

The end result of its activity, it is hoped, will be 
to preserve the dynamism of Ontario’s ethnocultural 
communities and, at the same time, to help mould a 
distinctive Canadian personality, the sum of all those 
varied life styles which are contributing to the making 
of a characteristic Canadian identity. 
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“Dear, most justly dear to every land beneath the 
sun are the children born in her bosom, and nursed 
upon her breast; but when the man of another 
country, wherever born, speaking whatever speech, 
holding whatever creed, seeks out a country to 
_serve and honour and cleave to in weal or woe,— 
_ when he heaves up the anchor of his heart from 
_ its old moorings, and lays at the feet of the mistress 
of his choice, his New country, all the hopes of 
his ripe manhood, he establishes by such devotion 
a claim for consideration, not second even to 
that of the children of the soil.” 


Thomas D’Arcy McGee, speech in Quebec, May 10, 
1862. 


COUNCIL’S MANDATE 


The Ontario Advisory Council on Multiculturalism 
was established by an Order-in-Council on 
September 26, 1973 to advise the Government of 
Ontario through the Provincial Secretary for Social 
Development on policies with direct implications 
for Ontario’s cultural communities. 


Chairman’s Remarks 


We have only to stroll through the cities and towns 
of Ontario to realize how radically the population 
pattern has changed within the past thirty years. 

A relatively homogeneous, predominantly 
Anglo Saxon society has been transformed into a 
rich blend of cultures. And statistics reinforce the 
obvious. From a base of 31,000 in 1971, the 
number of immigrants of East Indian and Hin- 
dustani origin has climbed to 50,000. There were 
22,500 Indo-Pakistani newcomers in 1971; by 1975 
there were more than 27,800, an increase of 
almost 25 per cent. Between 1971 and 1975 
Portuguese residents grew in number from 63,000 
to 98,000, and more than 65,000 West Indian 
and Caribbean immigrants, an increase of 36 per 
cent, settled in Ontario during the same period. 

These are only the most dramatic manifesta- 
tions of the demographic changes in Ontario, 
which, since post war immigration began, has 
led all provinces in the reception of immigrants. 

Impressive advantages were offered to 
these newcomers. Many were liberated from the 
animosities, the repressions and the persecutions 
which may have been their unhappy lot in their 
countries of origin. They were given freedom 
from the pressure to conform, freedom from 
the straight-jacket of thought control. Many of 
them escaped the treadmill of degrading poverty 
which would have condemned them, and their 
children, to lives of deprivation and hunger. And, 
too, they came to a land where differences were 
accepted, indeed they were encouraged to be 
themselves, and respected for doing so. 

On the other hand, every gain made by an 
immigrant has been returned ten-fold to his 
adopted homeland. In every field of endeavour, in 
every community, citizens of every national origin 
are here, eager to be counted among those who 
are working to build a secure future for the gen- 
erations to come. There is no area in Ontario 
which has not gained, economically and culturally, 
from the infusion of new ideas, coupled with a 
dedication to work and the will to succeed. Our 
diversity constitutes one of the richest of 
Ontario’s human and cultural resources. 

Although we recognize that the change in 
demographic composition of Ontario has enriched 
all of us through its infinite variety, we may find 
it difficult to accept that it has also confronted 
all of us, old and new, with a deep responsibility. 

From the newcomer, this responsibility 
demands a remarkable degree of patience. Thrust, 
as immigrants are, into a strange environment, 
they are subject to traumatic experiences. They 
must learn a new language. They must find jobs 


and a home. They must adjust to new social and 
cultural values. 

But conversely, the seemingly sudden appear- 
ance of such an overwhelming number of unfamiliar 
people in a once familiar world of what has been 
referred to earlier as ‘’a relatively homogeneous 
population” has had an equally traumatic effect. 

It is a tribute to the spirit of the immigrants 
that they have borne with what appears to be 
apathy, even hostility, as a manifestation of the 
shock effect of this change in the composition 
of the population, rather than the expression of 
a deep-seated prejudice—which it is not. The 
newcomer must try to understand the feelings 
of those who are so proud of their Canadianism. 
They, too, must suddenly feel like strangers in 
their own home. 

Yet the heaviest responsibility lies with those 
who have never known what it is to pull up their 
roots and enter into the unknown—a country 
which often may appear to be unfriendly and 
unaware of the immigrant’s inherent need for 
cultural survival. 

The path to understanding between so many 
different cultures is difficult. Often, immigrants 
build up a protective wall of reserve, sometimes 
even of hostility. On the other hand, the estab- 
lished community often resents the intrusion of 
what they may view as an alien society. And yet, 
slowly but surely, the barriers are breaking down. 
With some diffidence, the newcomers are ear- 
nestly trying to share their cultural values with 
their neighbours. Those who are secure in their 
Canadianism are trying, with equal sincerity, to 
break through the invisible wall. 

Moreover, each one of us is constantly fulfill- 
ing our responsibility to fight every manifestation 
of racial prejudice as though it were an attack on 
our own individual liberty—which it surely is. 


Contributing to the Dialogue 

Canada has entered a critical period in her 
history, and the ethnocultural communities have 
an unusual role to play in determining the future. 
Their dedication to their own cultures has 
imparted a deep understanding of the cultural 
aspirations of other groups. 

Freedom, once lost is doubly cherished, and 
their respect for a Canadian federation, which 
has restored lost freedoms and offers them the 
Opportunity to persevere and to flourish, places 
before them a cause to which they must devote 
themselves unreservedly. It could be that the 
nation’s ethnocultural communities will provide 
the ingredient which will bind the nation together 
and preserve its unity. 


Through its multicultural approach, Ontario experiments on the contemporary world scene. 


is attempting to recognize the integrity of each It is more than an experiment. It is a challenge 
of its different cultures. Combined with the to which the Council has responded, and its 
pursuit of national goals, essential to the preser- members from all parts of Ontario look forward 
vation of a Canadian identity and independence, to ensuring that the programme gathers 

this attempt represents one of the most exciting momentum. 


Sia 


The Council and the Multicultural History Society of Ontario 


The history of Ontario is the sum total of the 
biographies of all of its citizens. In its unfolding, 
all have a share; from its story, all derive that pride 
which comes of participation; and in its preserva- 
tion, all gain an intensified sense of privilege in 
Canadian citizenship. 

Since it came into being, the Council has 
recognized that more than ever before Canadians 
want to know about their past; and more than 
ever before they are conscious of other ethnic 
groups and their role in acommon history. If 
our archives and libraries are to be the true mirror 
of the life of this province, the role of all ethnic 
groups must be documented. 

On November 21, 1975, the Council recommen- 
ded to the Government that: 

a) The Ministry of Culture and Recreation should 
stimulate and assist in the research of histories 
and contributions of various ethnocultural 
groups in Ontario, and 

(b) A permanent unit be established in an existing 
Ontario Government ministry or agency to 
collect, catalogue and preserve histories, 
documents and contributions of ethnocultural 
groups and make these available to historians, 
sociologists, artists and writers so that they 


can actively and accurately relate these facts 

and information to the general public. 

lt was with a great sense of satisfaction that 
the Council received the announcement, at its 
September meeting in 1976, that the Ministry of 
Culture and Recreation had decided to sponsor a 
Multicultural History Society of Ontario charged 
with the task of implementing a Multicultural 
History Project. 

The aim of this Project is to promote and 
advance studies into the history of all ethnocultural 
groups in the province of Ontario; to collect and 
catalogue all material relevant to their histories; 
to arrange for the safe-keeping of all archival 
materials collected; to encourage the publication 
of histories of ethnocultural groups; and to 
publicize the important contributions which they 
have made to the development of Ontario. 

To succeed, the Project must engage the full 
participation of all communities. Since the Advisory 
Council on Multiculturalism is, in itself, the most 
representative body of ethnic groups in the 
province, close liaison will be maintained with 
the Multicultural History Society so that Council 
members with a knowledge related to their own 
geographical area may assist in encouraging their 
communities to cooperate in ensuring the preser- 
vation of historical documents. 





The Council and the Human Rights Commission 


The Order-in-Council establishing the Ontario 
Advisory Council on Multiculturalism (OACM) 
provides that it is the mandate of the OACM to 
advise the Government of Ontario on policy matters 
relating to multiculturalism in Ontario. Therefore, 
while the OACM realizes that the Human Rights 
Code and human rights needs in Ontario encompass 
many fields not necessarily related to multi- 
culturalism and that there may be a need to broaden 
the Code to include the protection of human rights 
in these fields and others, it also feels that its man- 
date and “‘raison d’étre’’ do not permit it to take 
such an all encompassing overview of this subject. 
Hence, our recommendations will be 

primarily related to human rights in the area of 
multiculturalism. In view of the foregoing premise, 
the provisions of the Human Rights Code that deal 
with human rights needs which are related to race, 
colour, creed, ancestry, nationality and place of 
origin become the most significant areas of concern 
for the OACM. 

The OACM feels that the Code in theory can 
effectively protect human rights as they are related 
to race, colour, creed, etc., but is of the opinion 
that amendments are needed in the area of 
implementation of the theory and its translation 
into reality if that theory is to be effective in 
the prevention of discrimination. The contents 
of this submission are therefore primarily related 
to the implementation of the Code’s provisions 
and theories. 


Operational Scope and Accountability 


The Human Rights Code adequately protects, in 
theory, the rights of the people of the province of 
Ontario to be free from discrimination on account 
of their race, colour, creed, etc. Within its scope 
the Code protects persons from discrimination in 
employment, accommodation and provision of 
services on account of race, colour and creed. Its 
provisions also provide a suitable and theoretically 
adequate machinery for the investigation and 
prosecution of complaints related to discrimination 
of this nature. 

However, it is the opinion of the OACM that 
the breadth and scope of the Code is such that 
the Ministry of Labour is no longer the appropriate 
Ministry to which the Commission ought to be 
accountable. While employment situations may 
Originally have given rise to most instances of 
discrimination, that is no longer true. Discrimina- 
tion today stretches into every walk of life, 
economic, social and political. 

It is the opinion of the OACM that ultimately 
and ideally the Human Rights Commission ought 


to be an independent instrument of government, 
answerable and accountable directly to the 
legislature and responsible for its own budget. 
Such an independent instrument would have the 
advantage of availability of research and education- 
al resources of all ministries and agencies of govern- 
ment; the main thrust of this recommendation 
being to facilitate the Commission's dealings with 
discrimination more effectively in more facets 
and areas than just employment and the enforce- 
ment of the Code. 


Adequacy of the Code 


From the point of view expressed in the introduc- 
tion to this submission, the OACM feels that 

the Code is strong enough to protect the resident 
of Ontario from discrimination on the basis of 
race, colour, creed, etc. Not only are its pro- 
hibitions adequately expressed, but it contains 

a good mechanism for the investigation and pros- 
ecution of instances of discrimination as well 

as the mechanism to educate the people of Ontario 
about human rights (see Section 9, Ontario 
Human Rights Code). The problems then are not 
in the Code but in the implementation of its 
provisions. 


Implementation 


From its investigation, the OACM has learned 
that many calls are received by the Commission 
staff each day. Many of these calls have nothing 
to do with the matters covered by the Code nor 
are they actionable by the Commission. It would 
appear to the OACM that the Commission requires 
adequate staff to screen incoming calls and to 
direct those that are properly within the Commis- 
sion’s jurisdiction to a Commission staff person 
and those that are not, to the area of Government 
that can deal with the matter. 

Having completed the screening process, the 
inquiries that are proper to the Commission ought 
to be segregated into those that involve discrimi- 
nation on the basis of race, colour and creed, 
nationality and place of origin and those that are 
discriminatory on other grounds within the Code. 

The Commission should therefore be divided 
into two divisions—the race, colour and creed 
division and the other division (age, sex, marital 
status, etc.). The OACM feels the necessity of 
this division for the following reasons: 

(a) The OACM does not feel discrimination on 
the basis of race, colour, creed, etc., is more 
important in the sense that a person discrimi- 
nated against for these reasons should have 


special treatment. The OACM, however, does 
recognize that because of the influx of 
immigrants, especially of persons belonging to 
visible minorities, discrimination on the basis 
of race, colour, creed, etc., will probably exist 
in more serious proportions over the next 
decade than discrimination on other grounds. 


(b) The real possibility of increased discrimination 
on the basis of race, colour, creed, etc., will 
require special attention by the Commission 
and the suggested division will enable the 
Commission to develop greater expertise in 
this area. 
This division will also give a greater aura of 
seriousness to the Commission’s approach to 
race, colour, creed problems and indirectly 
assist in the education of the people of Ontario 
about the serious nature of discriminating 
practices. The establishment of a ‘‘race rela- 
tions’ division of the Commission will 
demonstrate to the people of Ontario that 
their province is committed to the principle 
of MUTUALITY as set out on the back cover 
of the Human Rights Code, distributed by 
the Commission, and which proclaims as 
follows: 
“The aim of Ontario’s Human Rights Code 
is to create at the community level a climate 
of understanding and mutual respect, in 
which all our people of whatever racial, 
religious or cultural background—new 
Canadian no less than native born—will be 
made to feel that all are equal in dignity 
and rights, that each is a part of the whole 
Canadian community...” 


In order to implement the provisions of the 
Code, in order to transform theory into reality, in 
order to achieve ‘‘mutuality’’, it is not sufficient 
that the Commission investigate and prosecute 
complaints of discrimination. The Commission 
must undertake a major role as an educator—a 
role envisioned by the Code. In order to fulfill 
this role effectively the OACM recommends that: 


(a) To fulfil its educational function, The Ontario 
Human Rights Commission requires additional 
research and education oriented staff who can 
properly prepare Commissioners to speak to 
the public, to develop liaison with ethno- 
cultural organizations, labour groups and 
centres of influence who can assist the 
Commission in the development of sound 
interpersonal relations amongst the people 
of Ontario. 


~~ 


(c 


(b) The renewal of the publication of Human 
Relations /n a tabloid form aimed at com- 
municating with the “grass roots” and written 
in such a way as to be an effective and under- 
standable instrument in teaching the man on 
the street. While the OACM commends the 
Commission on the quality of its previous 
publications, the OACM feels that they were 
“preaching to the converted”. /f our Govern- 
ment can devise ways to reach the man on the 
street and tell him about the hazards of drinking/ 
driving, the danger of smoking and the wisdom 
of seat belts, surely it can promote good race 
relations among the peole of Ontario. 


(c) The provisions of Section 9 of the Code are 
not discretionary. They are mandatory. This 
mandate is of the utmost importance but 
cannot be fulfilled without more assistance 
from the Government treasury. 


Prevention 

An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure— 
old and hackneyed but still very true. The OACM 
firmly believes that in the long run the preventative 
measures of educating the people will contribute to 
the diminuation of discrimination and will be less 
costly than the investigation and prosecution of 
complaints that will arise if the people of Ontario 
force a silence on the topic of discrimination. A 
government that is committed to multiculturalism 
and ‘‘mutuality’’ must also be committed to the 
expenditures involved in achieving those ideals, 

if they are to be more than empty words. The 
reports of Commission activity indicate to the 
OACM that a number of complaints could have 
been eliminated had people known their own 
rights and those of others. The OACM under- 
stands that the Commission staff has a high turn- 
over rate because salaries are not commensurate 
with similar work in other government departments. 
It is naive to think that people will work for less 
because of the nobility of the cause. The OACM 
therefore recommends that the Human Rights 
Commission be granted the funds necessary for 

it to fulfill its role and its mandate as set out in 
Section 9 of the Code, in proper and effective 
manner. 


The Council and Native Peoples Affairs 


Early in 1977 the Task Group on Native Affairs 
was re-activated. Its immediate concerns were 
education for Native children, and the issues 
facing Native women. This choice does not preclude 
the study of other areas where it appears that the 
Council can make a contribution. 
A study of the educational problems facing 
Treaty Indians living outside the reserves resulted 
in the following recommendations being presented 
to the Government: 
Whereas the federal Government is 
responsible for the provision of education 
for the Treaty Indians living on the reserves, 
this responsibility is not being extended to 
Treaty Indians living outside the reserves; 
and 
Whereas the Ontario Ministry of Education 
is responsible for the education of all 
residents of this province, yet it cannot 


provide education to Treaty Indians living 
off the reserves as they are under the 
jurisdiction of the Federal Government; 
and 

Whereas every resident of Ontario is 
entitled and should have access to 
education; 

Therefore the Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism recommends that: 
The Government of Ontario immediately 
re-open discussions with the Federal Govern- 
ment on the urgent issue of provision and 
funding of education for Treaty Indians 
living off the reserves. 

The Committee is also studying the Summary 
Report of the Task Force on the Educational 
Needs of Native Peoples in Ontario, June 30, 1976 
to determine the status of each recommendation 
for possible follow-up and action. 


The Council and Education 


The Ontario Advisory Council on Multiculturalism 
has always placed education in the forefront of its 
thinking, knowing that it is the children who hold 
out the promise for the future. It is in the schools 
of Ontario that the right steps must be taken today 
so that tomorrow the concept of multiculturalism 
will be the next generation’s way of life, making 
them unique among the nations of the world—a 
living example of a young community united 
through diversity and freedom. 

The Committee on Education continued to 
follow three areas of study, areas where it is 
convinced that rapid improvement is essential: 
curriculum, resource materials and teacher 
sensitization. 

Many sources related to education were 
approached for information: governments and 
organizations; the public through Open Forums, 
and independent surveys. Members of the 
Committee met with the Ontario Teachers’ 
Federation, the International Education Committee 
of the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education; 
the Metropolitan Toronto School Board; the 
Minister of Education’s Committee on Multi- 
culturalism; the Work Group Report on Multi- 
cultural Programs of the Toronto Board of 
Education; and a cross-section of ethnocultural 
groups involved in third language education. The 
Committee has also benefited from meetings with 
such organizations as the Canadian Council of 
Christians and Jews, the Urban Alliance on Race 
Relations, and has participated in discussions with 
teachers at Professional Development Days, and 
with faculty members and students at teachers’ 
training colleges. 

A most rewarding undertaking was an inde- 
pendent survey to determine the teacher’s view 
of the role of a multicultural philosophy in 
education. More than thirty-eight per cent of the 
750 schools contacted responded to the question- 
naire, and strongly supported the Council’s belief 
that multicultural attitudes must pervade all 
educational curricula and not be restricted to 
any particular group of educators. 


In accepting this study the Council’s Chairman 
sald: 

“We view multiculturalism as a basic ethic 
that should pervade Canadian Society 
where each individual can maintain his 
heritage, traditions and cultural values. 
Education is a major component in making 
this concept a flourishing reality in our 
province.” 

Copies of this survey are available at The Ontario 
Advisory Council on Multiculturalism. 

The Committee concluded that the rapidly 
changing cultural composition of the population 
of Ontario is inadequately reflected in the training 
of new teachers, in the in-service training of 
teachers, and in resource materials. 

Therefore the Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism has recommended that: 


(a) The Government of Ontario, through the 
Ministry of Education, acting in concert 
with the Ministry of Culture and Recre- 
ation, develop compulsory courses 
entitled “Education Techniques ina 
Multicultural Society” for the teachers’ 
colleges in Ontario. 

(b) The Ministry of Education with the 
assistance of the Ontario Teachers’ 
Federation create a programme for the 
development of teaching techniques in 
a multicultural society for Ontario school 
teachers. 

(c) In order to encompass the total educational 
system, the Ministry of Education also make 
those persons in senior supervisory and 
administrative positions aware of the 
importance of developing teaching tech- 
niques in a multicultural society by 
conducting seminars which reflect the 
objectives of the previous recommendations. 


Post Secondary Education 


The Committee on Education met with the admin- 
istrators, faculty members and students at Lau- 
rentian University, University of Western Ontario, 
Trent University, University of Toronto, and York 
University to investigate ways in which the univer- 
sities are keeping pace with the new cultural 
realities, and to ascertain if there are ways in 
which resources for teaching in a multicultural 
society can be improved and shared. The post 
secondary institutions have constitued committees 
to deal with issues between communities, and 
programmes are being redesigned to improve 
communications between institutions. 


The Council and the Community 


Survey of Ethnocultural Groups 


In the forefront of the Council’s priorities for 
1976 was the need to strengthen the links be- 
tween the Council and the citizens of Ontario. 
If the Council’s recommendations to the 
Government are to reflect the needs and 
aspirations of the people, then it must establish 
closer, continuing relationships with their 
communities. 














The Council undertook a random survey of 


ethnocultural groups and umbrella organizations 
and asked major questions. 


i. 


Knowledge of the Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism 


How many communities are aware of the 
mandate, composition and work of the 
Council? 


Responses indicated that confusion exists in 
distinguishing between the federally appointed 
Canadian Consultative Council on Multi- 
culturalism and the provincially appointed 
Advisory Council on Multiculturalism, and 
that the mandates and achievements of both 
bodies were not understood. As this report 
will indicate, action has been taken on many 
of the suggestions concerning the Council’s 
visibility. 

Intergroup Relations 

What is being done to encourage the sharing 
of facilities, programmes and information 
among community groups? 

This study revealed few positive overtures 
by individual groups to engage in meaningful 
interaction, primarily due to lack of funds and a 
shortage of volunteers. Some weaker groups 
believe that the initiative should come from 
those groups which are firmly established, 
while others feel that encouragement and 
funding should come from the Government. 


There were those who expressed a desire 

for their own cultural centres. Such centres 
are seen as a focal point for promoting 
cultural interaction with each group providing 
a sustained and creative leadership which 
would involve the entire community in co- 
operative action and the development of a 
collective responsibility. 


Youth 


Are young people taking an active part in 
the life of the community? 


It appears that too few young people are 
involved in cultural activities. When they 

are interested, they lean towards language 

and heritage classes, sports (especially soccer and 
gymnastics), and, to a lesser degree, the scouting 
movement. The most popular attractions are 
choirs, dance groups and orchestras, and, 
moreover, these lively arts stimulate intergroup 
relations in that outsiders often join groups in 
their geographical locations. 


4. Smaller Communities 


Are small communities being looked after by 
the large centres or is there regional disparity 
in their cultural development? 


While the largest proportion of ethnocultural 
groups reside in Toronto (since the early 1970’s 
this city has been receiving an annual inflow 

of at least 40,000 immigrants, more, it is 
believed than any other city in North America), 
there does not appear to be any consistent 
pattern of communication between the large 
and small communities. It was evident that 
small communities suffer from a sense of 
isolation, and need support in their struggle 

to retain and nourish their language and their 
heritage. 


Intergroup News Coverage 


The ethnic editors of Ontario were commended for 
providing coverage of their country of origin, their 
country of adoption, and in particular, their own 
Ontario community. Moreover, as instruments 
using many languages other than French and 
English their importance in continuing to present 
these languages as a living reality in Ontario was 
recognized. 

However, there was a strong plea for the ethnic 
press to take the lead in intergroup coverage, and 
all members of the media were criticized for 
failure to emphasize the ethnocultural make-up 
of the province by reporting community news as 
“ethnic’’ news rather than ‘‘total society” news. 


Community Relations Committee 


What did emerge clearly from this sampling of 
opinion was the importance of setting up a 
Community Relations Committee. Its goal is to 
forge direct lines of communications with cultural 
communities so that the Council may act with 
energy and imagination, and initiate essential 
changes in attitudes. 

Since its inception in 1973, Council has 
drawn its members from different cultural commu- 
nities in all parts of the province, and members 
of the Community Relations Committee are making 
a deliberate effort to develop policies which will 
be visible to, and understood by, their own commu- 
nities. Only by reaching out, listening, and learning 
will the Council be enabled to interpret the wishes 
of the people to the Government. 

To lead the way in involving the community 
in co-operative action, the Council and the 
Community Relations Committee have held meet- 
ings in Hamilton, Sudbury and Delhi. This pro- 
gramme will be continued in order to overcome 
badly needed interpretation of the Council's 
purpose, structures and policies. 


Ontario Educational Communications Authority 
Since its inception, the Council has recognized 
that major emphasis must be placed on the 
provision of information in a variety of ways, 
using all the communication media, in particular, 
television. No other medium can so vividly portray 
the story of Ontario and its cultural vitality. 

The challenge lies in the planning and delivery 
of this type of educational material to the widely 
scattered communities. Obviously, the Ontario 
Educational Communications Authority, ETV, 
Ontario, has an exceptional opportunity in this 
field. The Council has consulted with OECA in 
an attempt to produce programs which will fill 
the gap. 

We are pleased to report that a Council 
member, Julius Hayman, has been appointed to 
the Programming Committee of OECA, and that 
a former member of the Council, John Radford, 
is amember of OECA’s Board of Directors. 


Promoting Interaction 


The Council regards the need to encourage the 
general public to accept cultural diversity as a 
very important one. In this regard we feel the 
Government of Ontario can play a vital role. 
While we are cognizant of the fact that the 
government has taken some initial steps in this 
direction, we feel that there is a need to 
increase its efforts and to co-ordinate the work 
being done in various ministries. As a result the 
following recommendation was presented to 
the Honourable Margaret Birch. 


We recommend that the Government of Ontario 
mount a concerted campaign to promote 
greater harmony and understanding among 
cultural groups: 


(a) By developing and promoting the use of 
15/20/30 second “spots”, with a multi- 
cultural message to be used by radio 
stations on a public service basis; 


(b) By promoting the use of posters designed 
to i/lustrate the richness of our cultural 
diversity, such posters to be displayed in 
subways, buses, streetcars, public build- 
ings, railway stations, bus terminals, air- 
ports, etc.; and 

(c) By increasing its efforts in the develop- 
ment of 30 second fillers for use by 
television stations on a public service 
basis. 

We further recommend that the efforts of vari- 

ous ministries in this area be co-ordinated by 

the Ministry of Culture and Recreation. 


Sharing Multicultural Ideas 


In earlier years, public discussion on multi- 
culturalism was limited. Indeed, there appeared 
to be an astonishing lack of reference to this 
subject. Today, however, the Council senses a 
quickening interest as witnessed by so many new 
programs being created to help society deal with 
the contemporary Canadian scene. Branches of 
government, civic organizations, religious and 
educational institutions are introducing programs 
designed to stimulate intercultural awareness 
and appreciation. 


10 


But this proliferation of activities has led to a 
lack of facilities for the exchange of information, 
a duplication of programmes, and a need for 
sophisticated techniques to generate new ideas 
for the promotion of cultural interchange. There- 
fore the Council has made the following recommen- 
dations: 


The Ministry of Culture and Recreation, through 
the appropriate branches, convene a series of 
regional meetings, in the designated govern- 
ment regions, designed to bring together 
representatives of all organizations and agencies 
involved in multicultural activities, i.e.: school 
boards, government branches, social service 
agencies, cultural organizations, religious 
institutions, teachers and administrators 
involved in writing new curricula. 


These meetings should be specifically designed 
to: 


(a) Create opportunities for sharing information 
and ideas; 


(b) Encourage co-ordination of efforts; and 


(c) Develop new methods for cultural inter- 
action. 


Such meetings should be participatory in 
nature and be held in a setting conducive to 
productive interchange. 


Access to Information 


The needs of newcomers are the special concern of 
the Council's Committee on Community Relations. 

In the course of its research, the Committee 
met with newcomers, and with agencies providing 
services to newcomers. All expressed frustration 
with the lack of response to readily answerable 
questions, and the waste of time for both the 
public and the employees in the public and the 
private sectors. 

Newcomers complained about the attitudes 
of some government employees with whom they 
come in contact. It appears that immigrants, 
particularly those with a limited command of 
English, are sometimes given a minimum of 
attention. 

The Council’s concern is with the attitudes of 
front-line workers, those providing information 
services (mostly telephone queries), and those in 
public contact positions. 

It was recommended that: 

The Government of Ontario undertake a 

program to sensitize civil servants, particularly 

front-line workers, to the various cultural 
groups. 


The Council recognizes that those employed 
in these positions should have training which 
would lead to more efficient responses to questions. 

It was suggested that the Civil Service Commis- 
sion re-consider receptionist positions, and provide 
formal recognition within the classification system 
of the need to accord a higher status and appropri- 
ate remuneration for positions which relate to 
meeting the public. 

The Council therefore recommended that: 


Wherever possible, the Government of Ontario 
make a special effort to hire employees with 
language skills in government departments 
that are most likely to deal with immigrants. 
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Learning from One Another 


In our 1975 Annual Report, we touched briefly 

on ways in which established organizations, public 
and private, might reach out and associate with 
those who have come here from other lands. 

Building on this, we intend to document examples 
of projects which have been singularly successful in 
bringing people together. 


It is our hope that a booklet will be published 
describing these projects, and, in this way, inform 
all communities on just what can be done to 
create a sense of community participation. 

So that the Council members may take part 
in creative encounters and interchanges among 
groups, a Speakers Bureau has been set up. School 
boards and organizations have been advised by 
letter of this service, and members have been busy 
filling engagements. Requests for speakers should 
be directed to the Council’s secretariat. 
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Monitoring the Ontario Press 


In the spring of 1976 a special Committee was 

charged with the task of analyzing the print media 

in Ontario. The examination involved three 

categories of newspapers: 

1. The Metropolitan Press: The Toronto Daily 

Star, The Toronto Sun, and The Globe and 

Mail. 

The Provincial Daily Press. 

3. Weekly newspapers reaching non-urban 
communities. 

The objective was to determine whether there 
was any bias in these publications towards 
ethnocultural communities, including the Native 
Peoples and the visible minorities. 

With very few exceptions, the analyses showed 
that there was little prejudice against minorities. 


Ld 
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What emerged from this comprehensive monitoring | 
was a great degree of apathy. Considering the 
pattern of population in the metropolitan areas, 
there appeared to be inadequate coverage of 
community events and sparse treatment of minor- 
ity problems, unless these problems exploded into 
violence. 

The Committee is currently engaged in exam- 
ining the same newspapers in an effort to determine 
whether these attitudes have changed, whether 
there has been any extension of interest in minor- 
ities, and whether the degree of objectivity noted 
in the earlier analyses persists. 

It is hoped that such periodic reviews of 
newspaper attitudes will make it possible for the 
Advisory Council to take appropriate action 
wherever this is warranted. 





The Council and Grants 


It is the main function of the Council to advise 
the Government, and to make recommendations 
in specific areas related to multiculturalism. It 
does not have funds nor is it empowered to make 
grants. 


- Government Grants 


In its cross-country meetings with the public, the 
Council learned that there were some groups who 
considered grants as a right, not a privilege. 
Although they were grateful for government 
support, the procedures for applying for grants 
were questioned. There was a noticeable lack of 
information concerning grant criteria, confusion 
between federal and provincial programs and 
systems of non-recurring grants. 

It was suggested by these groups that govern- 
ments should demand accurate accounting from 
grant recipients, and, too, that they should 
consider a system of non-interest bearing loans— 
loans that might be forgiven over a period of 
time. 


Wintario Funds 


The Council wishes to ensure that Ontario's 
ethnocultural communities benefit from 
Wintario funds, and that the best possible use 
be made of such funds. 

Council members from different geographical 
areas have learned that prospective applicants 
often do not Know where to obtain application 
forms. 


It was recommended that: 

Wintario application forms be made available 
in major outlets where tickets are so/d; also 
that the advertising include specific infor- 
mation on how to apply for funds. 


Ontario Arts Council Grants 


Recognizing the difficulties encountered by 
individual groups operating alone without the 


strength of an umbrella organization led the Task 


Group on the Arts to meet with the Ontario Arts 
Council. It was agreed that if the Arts Council 
were to extend its grant giving criteria to include 
individual groups, it would be encouraging 
innovative programs that would otherwise have 
little chance of survival. 

It was recommended that: 


The Ontario Arts Council gives grants through 
umbrella organizations for community work- 
shops. It has come to our attention that this 
system severely limits the availability of these 
funds to individual groups within the ethno- 
cultural community. While the Advisory 
Council commends the Ontario Arts Council 
on its present program of workshops mainly 
administered through existing umbrella organi- 
zations, it wishes to recommend that the avail- 
ability of these programmes be widely 
advertised and also that individual groups, as 
well as umbrella organizations, be permitted 
to take advantage of these programs. 


In Touch with the Community 


Although the mandate of the Council is to advise 
the Government of Ontario on multicultural 
matters, it follows that in order to be informed 
and express the wishes of the people of Ontario, 
Council members must participate actively in 
government and private sector programs and 
projects. 

Dr. George Korey, Chairman of the Advisory 
Council has been appointed by Premier William G. 
Davis to serve on the Advisory Committee on 
Confederation. Dr. Korey also serves on the 
interministerial committee established to co- 
ordinate Ontario’s plans for special events to 
celebrate the Silver Jubilee of Her Majesty the 
Queen of Canada. 
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Dr. Korey also participated in the Committee 
that recommended the selection of an agency 
to handle the government's advertising program 
whereby the general public, and in particular 
ethnocultural communities, are informed of 
government programs. The Chairman also main- 
tains aclose relationship with the Ethnic Press 
Association of Ontario. 

Council Vice-Chairmen and members have 
participated in workshops on a multicultural 
theme, spoken on television and radio and to 
school, hospital and church groups. Member- 
ship in associations includes the Toronto Urban 
Alliance on Race Relations, The Folk Arts 
Council, The Ontario Teachers Federation and 
many others. 
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Chairman’s Remarks 


The mandate of the Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism is to advise the Government of 
Ontario on multicultural matters in the province. The 
results achieved during the past year have, we 
believe, fulfilled, in substantial measure, this mandate. 
‘Certainly, the Council has pursued with single-minded 
dedication the objectives which it has set for itself 
since it was appointed in 1973. 

The Council’s activities are based on a philosophy 
developed out of its experience during the four years 
since its inception. It has sought to encourage 
ethnocultural communities to preserve their religious, 
spiritual, cultural and linguistic heritage. It has helped 
them to share their values with other Canadians. It 
has tried to develop a broader appreciation of the 
cultural richness of the many different communities in 
Ontario, and to increase understanding of the extent 
to which the lives of all Canadians are being enriched 
by Canada’s cultural diversity. The Council has also 
accepted the responsibility of helping to create, within 
a wide range of backgrounds, a Canadian identity of 
which we may all be proud. And because the Advisory 
Council has realized that racism must inevitably 
destroy the unity on which our hopes for the future 
must be based, it has fought vigorously every 
manifestation of intolerance and discrimination. 

Certainly, we have not fulfilled all our hopes. But 
this Annual Report should justify our pride in what has 
been accomplished. The Government has 
implemented, or is seriously considering, many of our 
recommendations. For example, we have proposed 
that officially recognized religions be extended to 
include those which some Canadians tend to regard 
as exotic—Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, 
Zoroastrianism and others—but which are no less 
deserving of respect and recognition than Judaism 
and Christianity. 

Acknowledging that the deepening of 
understanding and trust is the result not only of will 
but of work, we have urged the Government to publish 
a handbook which will provide not only the why of 
intercultural communication but also the how. 

This Annual Report surveys a comprehensive 
effort to ensure cultural survival, cultural interchange 
and cultural diversity within a Canadian unity. 

The Advisory Council on Multiculturalism has 
been, in the full sense, a provincial body. The 
members have been drawn from every region of 
Ontario, and meetings have been held in as many 
areas as possible. Hamilton, Sudbury, Ottawa, Delhi, 
Guelph, London, St. Catharines and other 
communities have been visited by the full council, the 
executive or individual members. These fruitful 
exchanges of views have helped the Council and 
have, we hope, been of assistance to the 
communities. 


The Advisory Council is composed of twenty-six 
individuals drawn from as many ethnocultural 
communities, including the English, the French and 
Native peoples. Too often the terms “multicultural” 
and “ethnocultural” are interpreted to exclude the 
latter three groups. This is a limitation which the 
Council has categorically rejected. We view 
multiculturalism as all-inclusive, referring no less to 
the English, the French and the Native peoples than it 
does to those whose forebears came to Canada from 
Europe, Asia, Africa or South America. 

We hope that the sections of the Annual Report 
dealing with two major issues will receive earnest 
attention. One of these deals with interracial issues 
and reflects the Council’s reaction to the 
recommendations of the Pitman Report. The other 
concerns the urgent need to preserve Canada’s 
national unity. 

In this eighth decade of the twentieth century, 
Canada faces complex problems. Most important is 
the need to find a formula which will weld Canada 
together as a single nation, one and indivisible. As a 
member of the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Committee and 
of the Advisory Committee on Confederation, | have 
become profoundly conscious of the difficulties which 
must be resolved. | know how deeply the 
French-Canadians value their spiritual, cultural and 
religious identity, the sacrifices they have made to 
preserve them, and their determination to endure as a 
distinct entity. But | have also been witness to the 
passionate devotion of countless men and women to 
the concept of a united Canadian nation. They 
understand that there must be changes, psychological 
no less than constitutional. The majority are happy to 
accept these changes and are willing to make the 
essential adjustments and compromises. In this spirit 
of goodwill rests the hope that Canada will prove to a 
watching world that cultural diversity is consistent with 
national unity, and that differences provide an 
opportunity for spiritual and cultural enrichment. 

The ethnocultural minorities—one-third of 
Canada’s population—have a critical role to play in 
preserving Canadian unity. They are men or women 
of courage, ambition and intelligence, eager to build 
their lives anew in what they see as a great and 
promising land. They or their parents uprooted 
themselves from their homelands because they saw 
Canada as a land of economic opportunity. They 
believed that in Canada they could enjoy those 
democratic freedoms which are every man’s rightful 
inheritance. And, too, they longed to be free of the Old 
World's hatreds and antagonisms. But above all, they 
knew that they would not be required to surrender 
their ethnic individuality. For this, they acknowledge 
their debt to the devotion of the French Canadians to 
their ethnocultural and religious values. 


The ethnocultural minorities understand that as 
they fight for the rights of French Canadians as one of 
the two founding races who gave this nation birth, so 
they fight for their own languages, their own cultures, 
their own religions. 

This struggle for Canadian unity is a challenge 
which the Advisory Council on Multiculturalism has 
accepted, and from which the ethnocultural 
communities must not withdraw. 

During the past quarter-century, we Canadians 
have accomplished a great deal in our efforts to make 
Canada a good country in which to work and live. 
Today the spirit of multiculturalism has captured the 
imagination of us all. Diversity is our way of life. 
Difference is a virtue. There is a universal desire to 
share in the multitude of gifts which are being brought 
to Canada by hundreds of thousands of recent 
arrivals, all of them with their own contributions to 
make to the host society. 

But Canada has entered a difficult period in her 
history. Severe economic conditions will probably 
become more oppressive before they improve, and, in 
this climate there is the danger of disruption of that 
unity which was the glory of a nation extending, 
unbroken, from the mist-shrouded harbour of Prince 
Rupert to the Grand Banks of Newfoundland. 

Tolerance is often a by-product of prosperity. If 
unemployment increases, if inflation reduces the 
standard of living in Canada and creates uneasiness 
among those who have set aside some meagre 
savings to protect themselves against the vicissitudes 
of age and illness, if competition for jobs becomes 
keener, tensions will increase, tempers will rise, and 
mutual understanding will be more difficult to achieve. 
The generous spirit which has animated Canadians 
during the past few decades of uninterrupted progress 
may tend to weaken, thus creating an atmosphere of 
suspicion and mistrust, which will leave no one of us 
untouched. There may well be a tendency for 
individuals to withdraw into themselves, to see their 
personal problems as their paramount concern. They 
may be tempted to turn away from those who are 
different, to reject those who have come newly to 
Canada, to see them not as partners in a common 
enterprise but as competitors in a fierce struggle for 
survival. ; 

Canada’s ethnocultural communities, which 
means all of us who share a common destiny must 
consider their responsibilities in the light of the new 
realities. Now, more than ever before, the institutions 
which have been built up to protect minorities must be 
strengthened and extended. Greater emphasis must 
be placed on the Human Rights Commission. 
Renewed effort must be expended to ensure that Fair 


Accommodation and Fair Employment Practice Acts 
are strong enough to perform their functions, swiftly 
and successfully. 

But much more must be done. The law is only one 
aspect of the continuing fight for equality for all 
Canadians—citizens and immigrants alike. It can 
resolve only partially the problems which ethnocultural 
communities face. There must be a concerted effort to 
reduce racial tension, to share values, to struggle 
against any reaction which might impede the progress 
which has been made to humanize our society, and to 
make us truly responsible for one another’s welfare in 
an often harsh world. The consequences of a 
breakdown of tolerance are all too obvious as we 
watch the news from other parts of the world. 

To succeed, there is a prerequisite to which we 
must address ourselves, urgently and unreservedly. 
The indispensable element in a victorious battle is a 
common front. Too often our relationships take the 
form of confrontation rather than co-operation. 
Strident voices make demands, equally strident 
voices react defensively. Action and counteraction 
drive a wedge between individuals and groups 
dedicated to the same goals. 

The cumulative effect of immigration in the 
twentieth century has been to turn Canada into a 
nation of minorities, and we have entered into an 
experiment which tests the goodwill of all of us. The 
Ontario Advisory Council on Multiculturalism has, for 
almost five years, held before it the ideal of a Canada 
in which a variety of spiritual, cultural, religious and 
linguistic communities share common goals, common 
hopes, common visions of a brighter future for 
themselves and for the nation. We commit ourselves 
anew to make our contribution. 

No report on the work of the Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism would be complete without a word of 
appreciation to the professional staff. That they have 
been fully competent in the performance of their 
duties is accepted without saying. What must be 
recognized, however, is the high level of dedication 
which they have brought to their responsibilities. 
Together with the members of the Council, they form 
an effective team. Wherever they thought their advice 
might be helpful, they gave that advice. Wherever 
their experience gave them an insight which might 
prove valuable, they shared that insight generously. 
They have been devoted to a cause no less important 
to them than it is to the lay persons on the Council, 
and have contributed in large measure to our 
achievements. 

On behalf of the Council, | gratefully acknowledge 
their support. 
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Ontario Government Policy on Multiculturalism 


Since its establishment the Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism has advocated a proclamation of 
an official policy on multiculturalism in Ontario. 
Although the Government of Ontario announced some 
years ago that this province was bilingual and 
multicultural, there was no official statement. In 1975 
the Council submitted recommendations regarding the 
background and various aspects of such a policy. 
(Ontario Advisory Council on Multiculturalism—Annual 
Report/75, Ontario Government Policy on 
Multiculturalism, pages 3 and 4.) 

On May 4, 1977, the multiculturalism policy 
became a reality when the Honourable William G. 
Davis, Premier of Ontario, made a special 
announcement to a multicultural leadership gathering 
at Queen’s Park. 

“Multiculturalism is a philosophy that means 
sharing and building together. It is a philosophy based 
on the concept that each and all of the many cultures 
now present in our country have something of value to 
offer—something to share with other cultures, as 
together we strive to build a more ideal society where 
all can live together in harmony. 

| strongly believe that every ethnic group has the 
right—to maintain those facets of its unique identity 
that it regards as important, but there is an equal 
obligation for each such group to understand the 
culture and contribution of the other groups which 
make up our diverse population. 

In other words, the whole philosophy of 
multiculturalism is a two-way street. The common 
objective should be a desire and a responsibility on 
the part of all groups to understand and appreciate 
the contribution of others to the common good—as 
together we share in building the Canada of the 
future. 

Adoption of this concept of multiculturalism has 
implications for all of our people, young and old alike. 
What we are really reaching for is a general sensitivity 
and understanding of the great strengths of our 
ethnically diverse population. It is, for today’s Ontario, 
THE NEW PLURALISM—A pluralism which can be 
unique, unifying, and stabilizing. 

In all of this, government obviously has a role. We 
recognize this, and indeed we have put things into 
motion over the past few years which we believe will 
have a significant and constructive impact upon the 
people of Ontario. 

We must all recognize, of course, that no 
government can legislate harmony, or legislate racial 
tensions or bigotry out of existence. But Government 
can take the lead in laying the essential foundation for 
a successfully pluralistic population, and that is 
precisely what we are attempting to do. As a starting 
point to provide the framework for all of our activities 
in these areas, the Government of this Province has 
Officially adopted a ‘Multicultural Policy”. There is 
nothing complicated about it. There are three 
elements. 

The first is equality. We are committed to 
Safeguarding the equality and dignity of the individual 
members of our society. This is a reaffirmation of our 


commitment to work for equal treatment of all 
residents of this Province, and against discrimination. 

The second element is access and participation. In 
a sense, there are logical extensions to equality, 
because they imply that government must take all 
necessary steps to ensure that no one is denied its 
services or is unable to secure access to them. Ina 
multicultural society, we believe it is essential that 
cultural differences do not impede access to 
Government Services. 

The third element of our multicultural policy is 
CULTURAL RETENTION AND SHARING. We firmly 
believe in, and will fight for, the right of individuals and 
groups to retain and develop their cultural heritage 
and language. 

This three-point policy, which conforms to the 
commitment in the Throne Speech is not intended as 
some kind of bureaucratic white paper on 
multiculturalism. It is intended only to give us a 
definite sense of direction and commitment, which will 
lead increasingly to a society that is willing and able to 
accept diverse influences in a positive and 
constructive manner.” 

The Premier then announced the creation of a 
new Interministerial Committee on Multiculturalism, 
which will include representatives of ten government 
ministries and be a new and effective vehicle through 
which all government policies related to 
multiculturalism can be co-ordinated and accentuated. 

In answer to groups who had expressed concern 
regarding their home or heritage languages and 
recognizing the needs of children, it was also 
announced that under the government's new Heritage 
Language Programme (effective September 1977), 
school boards will receive provincial funds for 
Heritage Language classes offered after regular 
school hours or on weekends. 

The Premier concluded his statement by saying: 
“Ontario must be more than a place to stand; it must 
be a place in which to stand tall, to be proud of one’s 
own heritage, to be secure in one’s own culture. 

It must be a place in which to stand up and be 
counted—against bigotry, intolerance, or injustice. 

It must be a place in which to stand firm—for equal 
human rights for all people, regardless of religion, 
race, creed, colour, sex, age, or handicap. 

In Ontario we are singularly fortunate. The peoples 
of the world, in all of their diversity, have come to our 
doorstep. 

lf we recognize and appreciate this richness, we 
shall be able to realize our ambition to build a society 
with open minds and hearts, truly prepared for 
challenge of national unity and cultural understanding 
which confront every Canadian and which every one 
among us is determined and committed to meet.” 

The Council considers this announcement to be a 
major recognition of multiculturalism as a concept and 
as a vehicle to further promote and develop 
harmonious and confident interaction among all the 
cultural groups in this province. 


Canadian Unity 


The Council believes that Canada is facing the 
gravest crisis of the past 110 years. It urges 
Canadians to dedicate themselves and their 
experience unreservedly to the preservation of 
Canadian unity—a unity which must be protected by a 
constitution which is a living organism within which the 
aspirations of all Canadians can be realized. 

In the Spring of 1977, the Council prepared a 
statement on Canadian unity which was distributed to 
the media and major ethnocultural organizations. The 
statement formed the basis of the Council's Brief 
submitted to Task Force on Canadian Unity at its 
Toronto hearings in November, 1977. The Brief is as 
follows: 

Canada is a composite of many different linguistic, 
cultural and ethnic communities. This composite 
includes the Native peoples, the co-founding 
nations—the French and the English—and immigrants 
who have chosen Canada as their homeland. 

The long struggle of the French Canadians to 
maintain their institutions and culture and to survive 
as a people created an atmosphere conducive to the 
preservation of the basic linguistic and cultural values 
of the various ethnocultural communities within 
Canada; in this atmosphere were created the 
conditions which made multiculturalism a social reality 
which was adopted as official Canadian Government 
policy in 1971. 

The Ontario Advisory Council on Multiculturalism 
recognizes French Canadians as a part of the 
Canadian multicultural mosaic; however, as 
co-founders of the Canadian nation they must be 
distinguished from other ethnocultural groups which 
have been formed through immigration. 

In the long struggle the French Canadians 
achieved certain constitutional and historic rights. The 
Council believes that there must be a frank 
undertaking by all Canadians that these rights be 
restored and preserved. 

The long struggle of French Canadians to survive 
as a people was reflected in the efforts towards 
survival of the ethnocultural minorities. The various 
immigrant groups were encouraged to maintain their 
own institutions and to preserve their cultural and 
ethnic individualities. The result has been the 
acceptance of the concept of a multicultural Canada. 
This concept became official Government policy in 
1971. 

A number of factors contributed to the decision of 
the Federal Government to declare multiculturalism as 
Official policy. One factor was the changing 
composition of the Canadian population. In 1867 
Canada’s population was 3.5 million people. Over half 
was Of British origin, a third of French origin, 8% 
consisted of “others”, and 4% were Native peoples. In 
1971 this population had increased to 22 million 
(about 412 million from immigration, the balance from 
natural increase, minus 6 million emigrants). The 
British proportion fell to about 40%, the French 
remained about the same, the others, the 
ethnocultural communities, increased to 29%, and 
that of the Native peoples fell to 0.6%. 
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The ethnocultural communities now have the 
numerical and organizational capacity to exert an 
influence on Canada’s poli’’~al development. It is 
rather astonishing that no proper representation of 
ethnocultural groups, which amount to close to 
one-third of the population of the country, is reflected 
in the composition of the Task Force on Canadian 
Unity. 

We believe that the ethnocultural minorities, 
because of their historic experience, have a unique 
understanding of the problems Canadians generally 
are facing. While they do not minimize the importance 
of economic and constitutional factors in the pursuit of 
national unity, they believe that even more critical is a 
knowledge of the nature of nationalist movements. 
These movements are based on considerations which 
are not linked to economics and constitutions, but are 
rather founded on group loyalties, group pride and 
group aspirations. 

Much of the success of any programme to 
preserve Confederation will depend upon the 
perception of a willingness by Canadians to ensure 
that these group goals may be preserved within the 
framework of Confederation. 

How may this be done? 


(1) By making it clear to French Canadians that the 
Federal/Provincial commitments to a “Bilingual 
and Multicultural” society are genuine and 
unqualified. 


(2) By offering the Francophone communities 
everywhere in Canada extended facilities for 
linguistic and cultural development. 


(3) By encouraging the Francophone community to 
share its culture with the other Canadian 
ethnocultural groups. 


(4) By developing an increased desire among the 
general community to share French Canadian 
linguistic and cultural values. 


(5) By promoting Canadianism as a concept which 
provides for cultural diversity within the framework 
of national unity. 

Such a programme would involve all levels of 
Government, Municipal, Provincial and Federal. There 
can, however, be no doubt that the primary 
responsibility rests with the Federal Government. The 
Ontario Advisory Council on Multiculturalism must 
express its disappointment with what appears to be a 
lack of initiative on the part of the Federal 
Government. The Provincial Government of Quebec 
has its goals clearly before it and is utilizing every 
available instrument towards the fulfillment of its goal 
of separatism. The Federal Government projects an 
image of doubt, uncertainty and confusion. 

We urge the Federal Government to make as 
vigorous an effort to preserve Confederation as the 
Quebec Provincial Government is making to destroy 
it. 





It is almost five years since the Council was created 
and given the following mandate: 

To advise the Government of Ontario through the 
Provincial Secretary for Social Development on 
policies with direct implications for Ontario’s cultural 
communities. (Order in Council establishing the 
Ontario Advisory Council on Multiculturalism, 
September 26, 1973.) 

We have listed our recommendations and 
activities in the Annual Reports: 

Report #1—September 26/73 to November 

30/74. 

Report #2—December 1/74 to December 31/75. 

Report #3—January 1/76 to March 31/77. 

They are documented in detail and provide 
backgrounds and reasons for the preparation and 
submission of recommendations. Although we are 
listing specific areas of concern later on in this fourth 
report, it might be helpful to reflect on the past and 
mention briefly what we undertook to do and what we 
have achieved. 

To preface this review we quote the Honourable 
William G. Davis, Premier of Ontario: “The organized 
opinions and recommendations that come from such 
groups as the Council have an influence on 
Government policy-making that is perhaps far greater 
than most people realize. A responsible government 
must seek informed opinion and must listen carefully 
to all sides of any question before making decisions’”’. 

The Council is an outcome of one of the 
recommendations arrived at by the Heritage Ontario 
Congress held in May, 1972, and attended by more 
than 1,500 participants. It is composed of 26 men and 
women from all parts of the Province, from all walks of 
life, and from different cultural communities. The 
members, appointed by the government reflect, but 
not necessarily represent, the variety of cultural 
groups living in Ontario. 

We meet almost monthly, for the most part in 
Toronto, but we have also held meetings in other 
cities such as Hamilton, Ottawa, London, and 
Windsor. We have met in smaller communities such 
as Delhi, Sudbury, Sault Ste. Marie, Brantford, and 
Thunder Bay. 

Our purpose is to make recommendations to the 
Government of Ontario which affect the life-styles of 
all of us. We also respond to questions posed to us by 
the communities and the government. The Council 
has no funding power, nor is it involved in grant 
distribution. 























Review of Council’s Activities 


The work of the Council is firmly grounded in the 
conviction that diversity within a community can be an 
exciting and enriching experience. 

Multiculturalism is viewed not merely as a policy or 
a programme or something one remembers on 
brotherhood Sunday, but as a basic philosophy that 
should pervade all aspects of Canadian society. 

We believe that every Canadian, whether he or 
she be of Italian, Polish, French, Native, English or 
any other extraction should have equal rights to 
express his/her heritage and to be proud of his/her 
background. 

It is Our conviction that all cultural groups should 
be encouraged to preserve and develop that part of 
their culture which they wish to preserve and develop. 
They should also be encouraged to share their culture 
with the larger community. 

First, we are Canadians. We should be proud of 
our heritage, nurture it, share it, and together we can 
work toward developing a strong Canadian identity 
drawing on the richness of all our cultures. 

This is the basic philosophy that guides us in our 
deliberations and in the formulation of our 
recommendations and responses. 

What have we achieved? 


Our first task was to review all the 
recommendations made at the Heritage Ontario 
Congress, and to support and reinforce those we felt 
were important and not yet fully implemented. 

After listening to the concerns of groups and 
individuals across the province, we drew on our own 
expertise and knowledge, and to date we have come 
up with almost one hundred recommendations. We 
mention just a few: 


The establishment of a Ministry of Culture with 
the exclusive responsibility for the 
implementation of the Government's policy on 
Multiculturalism (Annual Report/74, page 
8—Ministry of Culture and Recreation 
established in 1974). 

The creation of a permanent research unit in an 
existing Ontario Government Ministry to collect, 
catalogue and preserve histories, documents, 
and contributions of ethnocultural groups so 
that historians, sociologists, artists, and writers 
can accurately relate this information to the 
general public (Annual Report/75, page 
14—the Multicultural History Society was 
established in September/76). 


The field of education was considered to be a 
most important one in the development of an 
awareness of the multicultural reality. Our many 
recommendations attest to our belief that there is 
much that can and should be done in the areas of 
curriculum, resource materials and teacher training. 

We regard the media—both print and 
electronic—as an invaluable vehicle for changing 
attitudes and promoting the concept of 
multiculturalism. For some time we have been 
working with radio and television with a view to 
encouraging not only programming which would 
reflect the multicultural/multiracial nature of our 
province, but also programming which would promote 
a greater awareness and understanding among 
peoples. It has been an uphill battle but we are 
beginning to see some results. 

The Council believes that all immigrants should be 
encouraged to become an integral part of the cultural, 
social and economic life of our province. They need 
adequate reception services, accurate information 
about their new community, accommodation, 
employment opportunities, as well as basic 
information about their rights and responsibilities as 
new Canadians. We see this as an on-going process 
that requires the understanding and co-operation of 
the entire community. Ease of adjustment is a key 
ingredient if our new Canadians are to be able to 
contribute to our cultural life. As one newcomer. 
expressed it “When | have a roof over my head, food 
on my table and a job to go to, then I will pick up my 
guitar and dance for you.” 

We have, therefore, made many 
recommendations dealing with reception services, 
continuing services to newcomers and funding to 
immigrant service agencies. 

The Council acknowledges the prime importance 
of improving the economic and social life of the Native 
peoples in Ontario. It has recommended more 
effective communication between the Native peoples 
and the provincial government as well as increasing 
support for viable organizations which will further the 
cause of the status and non-status Indians and the 
Metis. 

With respect to bilingual government services, the 
Council recommended that the provincial government 
expand bilingual services at the provincial level in 
areas where 25% of the population has French as its 
native tongue. If this expanded programme proves 
successful and useful in these areas, the government 
should consider extending these services to all areas 
which have been designated by the federal 
government as bilingual. 


Perhaps one of the most important areas of 
involvement, and one we hope to develop, is that of 
finding ways in which community groups might 
interact with one another. In our view, the sharing of 
cultures, the intermingling of people from various 
cultural communities is the only way to bring about the 
understanding and appreciation of one another which 
is SO important in our society. On our visits to Ontario 
communities we learned that many groups would like 
to reach out, to mingle with others but they don’t know 
how to begin. We have recommended that the 
provincial government publish pamphlets 
documenting actual case histories describing 
successful cross-cultural projects undertaken by 
schools, churches, service clubs or other community 
organizations. 

Through the years we have dealt with a variety of 
specific concerns and have prepared briefs and 
comments: 

Community Information Centres, their use, 
co-ordination, and effectiveness. 

Hate Literature and Racism. 

Canadian Citizenship, eligibility, admission 
documentation, Canadian passports. 

Brief to the Report of the Work Group on 
Multicultural Programmes, Toronto Board of 
Education. 

Response to the Report of the Select Committee 
on the Utilization of Educational Facilities. 
Brief in Response to the Goals, Objectives and 
Priorities Study, Toronto Public Library. 
Current system and distribution of Ontario 
Government Granting Procedures. 

Council’s Response to the Green Paper on 
Immigration and Population. 

Public Attitudes. 

Brief to the Human Rights Commission. 

We believe that we are facing a great challenge in 
our country today and what happens in the future 
depends a great deal on what we know about one 
another and how we feel about each other. We 
believe that we have two choices . .. we can do 
nothing and live with the tension and polarization that 
exists, hoping that it will not get worse, or we can 
work together toward getting to know one another. We 
feel the onus is on each one of us—not solely on 
government or institutions or organizations, but on 
each one of us as individuals. We have a 
responsibility to reach out, to educate ourselves, to be 
more sensitive to the aspirations of others and to 
make a real effort to get to know one another as 
human beings. We have to begin to do things 
together. 


Regional Meetings 


London 

Council members met with representatives of the 
London community on April 25, 1977. Discussion 
centred primarily on education, teacher training and 
sensitization, parental understanding of the Canadian 
school system, compulsory education, textbooks, etc. 

Other questions pertained to translation facilities 
and communication with non-English-speaking senior 
citizens in hospitals. 

London is actively promoting multiculturalism. At 
its Cross-Cultural Learner Centre its residents are 
presented with the opportunity to learn about the 
different cultures which thrive in their city. Here, too, a 
variety of multi-media resources are made available to 
individuals and groups. And to keep up with the 
changing needs of the community, the Centre 
maintains the services of a community resource 
person. 

Two written briefs were presented to the Council. 
One dealt with the early retirement from school of 
students of a particular ethnocultural group; the other, 
from the London Public Library, reflected the view of 
the Library as an institution of informal education for 
London citizens. 


Ottawa 


On June 10th and 11th, 1977, the Council held its 
general meeting and an evening public forum in 
Ottawa. 

Mr. W. Zimmerman, Executive Director of the 
Social Planning Council of Ottawa/Carleton, 
addressed the forum on the Changing Profile of 
Ottawa. He found that the most obvious changes in 
Ottawa were those in the city’s social fabric. 

Ottawa has a new Canadian Welcome Centre 
which was set up by a committee now known as the 
Ottawa-Carleton Immigrant Council. Its membership is 
drawn from ethnocultural organizations, City Hall, the 
Social Planning Council, and provincial and federal 
governments. The aim is to provide services to 
newcomers to the Ottawa-Carleton region, primarily to 
people from outside Canada. The Centre also sees 
itself as bringing together members of Ottawa's 
ethnocultural groups and providing a centre for them. 

The second part of the forum opened with Dr. 
George Korey’s speech on Multiculturalism and 
Canadian Unity, a speech prepared by Dr. Donald 
Gyallay and himself. 

They called for ‘‘a genuine revision of our thinking 
and attitudes towards the changed conditions of 
Canada, including the understanding of our cultural 
pluralism” and suggested that “in our quest for a 
Canada more united than at any time before we would 
not shy away from constitutional changes to more 
effectively reflect the interests of its component parts”. 

Following a discussion, Dr. Korey announced that 
Council members would meet on June 11th to draft a 
statement on Canadian Unity for presentation at the 
Destiny Canada Conference to be held later in the 
month. 


Thunder Bay 


Members of the executive committee visited Thunder 
Bay on October 28th and 29th, 1977. “North-western 
Ontario is a special situation”, the Thunder Bay 
Multicultural Association advised committee 
members. “Geographically it comprises two-thirds of 
Ontario, and yet it has a population of only 300,000, of 
whom 60% are of non-English origin.” 

Government programmes and subsequent 
assistance are based on models devised in Toronto 
and cannot be effectively utilized by small towns and 
rural people living hundreds of miles apart. The result 
is often confusion and frustration. 

Discussion centred on granting procedures, 
immigrant settlement programmes, teaching of third 
languages and the role of the media in a multicultural 
society. 

While in Thunder Bay, Council members also met 
with representatives of Lakehead University and the 
Lakehead Boards of Education. 

At the Finlandia Club, we learned how this 
completely self-supporting organization undertakes 
social and self-help programmes. A special room for 
seniors, mostly single ex-bushworkers, provides a 
gathering place for many men who would otherwise 
spend their day alone in a rooming house. 

A visit to the Indian Friendship Centre, designed 
and built by Native peoples, provided Council 
members with an insight into its educational, cultural 
and housing programmes. 


Hamilton 


In response to an invitation from the Hamilton and 
District Multicultural Council, Council members 
attended a seminar held on October 1, 1977 as part of 
the Centre’s Multicultural Week. 

Dr. Rudolf Helling stressed the need for leadership 
and the techniques required in the development of 
leaders among the ethnocultural communities. He 
explained the prerequisites of effective leadership 
among minority groups, including the qualities leaders 
require if they are to be accepted by those they seek 
to lead. Dr. Helling also discussed the need for the 
forging of links between the minorities and the general 
population. 

Dr. Jamshed Mavalwala emphasized the need for 
students to generate an awareness among their 
classmates of the true nature of the similarities and 
the differences in language, cultures, religions and 
backgrounds. There should, he stated, be a 
programme educating students to the danger of 
accepting stereotypes, and he suggested that much of 
the persistence of stereotypes can come from school 
texts and periodicals. 

In a discussion of the press, Julius Hayman 
described the Council’s monitoring of the press, 
carried out for two successive years. He emphasized 
that while there was little evidence of deliberate 
racism, there was too much apathy and indifference. 

A participant reacted to adverse comment 
concerning the press by pointing out that he had 
found it impossible to secure staff from among the 


ethnic minorities, and had very few applicants among 
them for editorial positions. Much of the apparent 
indifference of the press to news of ethnic groups was 
not because of the editors’ lack of concern, but rather 
because the press was not provided with the 
information. 


Parry Sound 

Canada in the Global Village Conference was held in 
Parry Sound, on March 9 and 10, 1978. The sponsors 
were the Parry Sound Board of Education in 
co-operation with the Ontario Teachers Federation, 
the Ontario Development Education Committee, the 
Canadian International Development Agency, the 
people of Parry Sound and the Ontario Advisory 
Council on Multiculturalism. 

The keynote address, delivered by Dr. Jamshed 
Mavalwala, reiterated the concept of multiculturalism 
developed by the Council, and urged true 
understanding of our place in the global village. He 
postulated a people-to-people approach in creating 
greater sensitivity, and said that community action at 
the local level should preface international 
inter-action. 

The founding of the Council and its work were 
described by Mr. Ernie Checkeris and Dr. Mavalwala. 

The conference enabled about four hundred 
participants, mostly school teachers, to examine the 
results of a successful international students’ 
programme initiated by Mr. Ray Pavlove at the 
McDougall School. The students prepared a kit 
describing themselves, and mailed it to more than one 
hundred schools around the world. These schools 
mailed back information about themselves. This 
first-hand learning experience has received the 
enthusiastic support of the community of Parry Sound. 
For further information write Mr. R. Paviove, 
McDougall School, R.R. #1, Parry Sound, Ontario. 


Amendment of the 
Ontario Religious 
Institutions Act 


The Ontario Religious Institutions Act (R.S.O. 1970, 
Chapter 411) recognizes only two 
religions—Christianity and Judaism. The Act dates 
back to 1873 and sets down ways in which religious 
societies and church congregations can acquire, 
mortgage, sell or otherwise deal with land used for 
religious or congregational purposes. 

Members of the Ontario population who belong to 
the Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh, Jain, Islam, Zoroastrian 
and other faiths are not recognized in the Act. 

The Premier and the Attorney General of Ontario 
were sent a letter in November 1973 by the founder 
and president of the Hindu Temple of Toronto 
acquainting them with this anomaly in a multicultural 
society. We understand that the matter was referred 
to the Ontario Law Reform Commission on May 14, 
1974. 

The various communities in Ontario who follow 
faiths outside the Judeo-Christian fold have since then 
heard nothing. While realizing that the government 
must closely examine all aspects before amending an 
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Act, the communities also feel that such an 
examination can go on too long. 

Therefore the Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism recommended that: 


Suitable amendments be proposed to amend 
the Ontario Religious Institutions Act to place 
the other major religions of the modern world on 
a par with Christianity and Judaism in order to 
allow the many followers of those other religions 
who now reside in Ontario the same benefits 
and advantages, in accordance with the 
government's professed multicultural policy. 


We were informed by the Attorney General that he 
agrees with the principle that the Act should be 
amended to extend the same rights and privileges to 
all recognized religions and legislation will be brought 
forward accordingly. 


Liaison between 
Religious Communities — 
and the Schools of Ontario 


The Ontario Advisory Council on Multiculturalism 
believes that a wealth of resources is available from 
the religious communities in Ontario, and particularly 
those whose religions—as practised here in 
Ontario—are not well documented in books. 

By using resources provided by the community, 
courses would be enriched with the knowledge of 
current practice. This would also be an excellent way 
to involve the community in the school. 

In the interest of promoting understanding of 
religious faiths as they apply to World Religions’ 
courses outlined in existing curricula, the Ontario 
Advisory Council on Multiculturalism recommended 
that: 

The Ministry of Education serve as a liaison 
between religious communities and schools in 
the province. 

The Ministry’s response contained the suggestion 
that a representative of the Ministry meet with the 
Education Committee to discuss the intent of the 
recommendation, what role would be envisaged for a 
liaison committee, and how this would relate to other 
parameters of the Ministry’s responsibilities. 

lt was stated in the response that steps had been 
taken in the matter of religious and racial bias in 
school materials. A procedure had been developed for 
bias evaluators to review materials submitted for 
selection, and a new committee was developing 
guidelines for publishers and authors to avoid bias 
and prejudice in their publications. A meeting was 
held and Dr. Jamshed Mavalwala, a member of the 
Advisory Council, serves on the review committee. 


Pamphlet on 
Multicultural Projects | 


The Council is aware of the resource book prepared 
by the Ministry of Culture and Recreation, and of the 
recently published Outreach for Understanding. We 
commend the Ministry for these successful first steps, 
but we feel that there is still more to be done. | 


























Therefore, the following recommendation was 
passed at the general meeting held on September 
9th, 1977: 

The Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism recommends that the 
Government of Ontario, through the Ministry of 
Culture and Recreation, publish a pamphlet 
documenting actual case histories describing 
successful multicultural projects for distribution 
to appropriate individuals and organizations. 

A meeting was held with members of the 
Multicultural Development Branch to discuss this 
proposal. The Ministry believes that the series should 
provide the public with practical “how to” information 
describing “feasible, relatively inexpensive projects to 
be undertaken by a wide variety of community groups 
wanting to make their own contribution towards 
combatting racism and intercultural understanding in 
their neighbourhoods.” 

The Council and the community were encouraged 
to participate in the preparation of the multicultural 
study series. 


Membership on the 
Ontario Advisory 
Committee on 
Confederation 


The Council’s Committee on Native Affairs expressed 
the view that the Native peoples of Canada were not 
only physically but also spiritually and culturally 
removed from the Destiny Canada Conference 
deliberations. The Council's philosophy is that 
multiculturalism encompasses all the peoples of 
Canada. Therefore, the views of the Native peoples 
are legitimate to any discussion of Canadian Unity 
and the following recommendation was passed: 
The Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism recommends that: a) A Native 
person be appointed to the Advisory Committee 
on Confederation, b) The Advisory Committee 
on Confederation organize a series of regional 
conferences as a follow-up to the Destiny 
Canada Conference and in such regional 
conferences due representation be assured for 
Native peoples. 

With regard to the first part, it was later explained 
that initially the Committee was not intended to be 
representative of all sectors of the community. 
Assurance was given to have representatives of the 
Native community included in further Destiny Canada 
Conferences. 


Native Studies in 
Colleges and 
Universities in Ontario 


After meeting with faculty members of Ontario 
universities, the Education Committee of the Advisory 
Council concluded that administrators and academics 
find it difficult to keep abreast of developments in 
Native studies on other campuses. 


The Council recommended that: 


The Ministry of Colleges and Universities 
improve communication between universities 
and colleges in Ontario in order to promote the 
knowledge of projected and current 
programmes that relate to multiculturalism and 
community relations programmes for and about 
Native peoples. 

The Ministry of Colleges and Universities 
publishes an annual comprehensive listing entitled 
Native Studies in Colleges and Universities, and the 
Advisory Council urges all faculty members and 
administrators involved with Native Studies 
Programmes to co-operate in sharing information 
concerning their current and projected programmes. 

At the primary and junior levels, the Ministry of 
Education has published a resource guide, People of 
Native Ancestry. This carefully prepared document 
should be studied by those whose interest lies in this 
area. 


Books In Many 
Languages 


During a regional meeting concern was expressed 
with respect to foreign language books in public 
libraries and the need for a method of circulating such 
books among libraries. 

It is difficult to keep current collections of books in 
many languages, especially in small to medium-sized 
libraries where they are quickly read by the ethnic 
patrons. Libraries have the options of buying books, 
borrowing books through the Multilingual Biblioservice 
of the National Library, and renting books from other 
libraries such as the Metropolitan Toronto Central 
Library Foreign Languages Section. However, all of 
these methods combined do not accomplish the goal 
of having attractive and constantly changing 
collections of foreign language books in small libraries 
with limited finances and space. 

A simple method of exchange between libraries 
with similar problems and similar collections was 
suggested. A directory of libraries might be 
established which would list those libraries interested 
in a direct exchange of, for example, twenty-five 
Hungarian books. This would not involve any 
language expertise and would presume that each title 
was equal for exchange purposes. Assuming that the 
directory would be funded by the province, the only 
costs incurred by the libraries would be freight 
charges, communication with other libraries, and 
record keeping. The Provincial Library Services 
Branch might be prepared to provide funds to the 
regional library systems for these incidental expenses. 

The Council’s enquiry elicited the following 
response from the Ministry of Culture and Recreation: 

These questions will be discussed with 
directors of the regional library systems. There 
is also a committee on multicultural services in 
libraries which is exploring the possibility of 
new initiatives in this area. Use should be made 
of Ontario Library Review where books wanted 
or available are published without charge. 
Multi-lingual materials are included in the 
criteria for Wintario assistance and as a result, 
libraries are obtaining an increasing number of 
books, films, and periodicals in languages other 
than English and French. 


Response of the Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism to “Now Is Not Too Late’’ Report to 
the Council of Metropolitan Toronto by Task Force 
on Human Relations, Walter Pitman, 1977 


At the request of the Honourable Margaret Birch, 
Provincial Secretary for Social Development, the 
Advisory Council devoted a considerable amount of 
time to the comments on the Pitman Report which 
follow. It accepted without reservation the sincerity of 
those who brought briefs to the Pitman Task Force 
and those who prepared the Report. Indeed, it 
accepted wholly or in part practically all of the 
recommendations themselves. The reservations 
expressed in the Council’s reaction are based on the 
belief that the Pitman Report did not go far enough in 
its recommendations. It is important, as the Council’s 
“Concluding Remarks” indicate, to react vigorously to 
violence in the subways and on the streets. It is 
imperative that organized racism be recognized for 
what it is, incitement to violence. It is necessary that 
employers and employees, rentors and tenants, 
understand their obligations and their rights. But it is 
on the level of people-to-people contacts that the 
problems must be discussed and on that level which 
they will be resolved. 

This Annual Report reproduces the Council's 
general comments on the Pitman Report. It also 
includes its “Concluding Remarks”. The entire 
response to the Pitman Report is available and may 
be obtained by writing to the Council office. 

Walter Pitman and the Task Force on Human 
Relations are to be commended for their deep 
sensitivity to the concerns of the “visible minorities”’ 
which must, surely, bring a measure of 
encouragement to a significant portion of our 
population and the assurance that the community 
does, indeed, care. 

Regrettably, in the opinion of the Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism, the Pitman Report falls short of 
achieving the full results which might have been 
expected from it. 

The Report, it appears to the Council, lacks 
historical perspective. 

Canada has opened its borders, within the past 25 
years, to a greater number of immigrants, 
proportionately, than any other country in the Western 
World, including refugees from persecution in Asia, 
Africa and South America. 

More comprehensive procedures for the 
integration of these immigrants have been provided 
than are available in most countries. 

Canadians, at every level of every ethnocultural 
group, have accepted more fully than most other 
countries the implications of a multilingual, 
multicultural, multiracial and multireligious society. 
They have accepted, and are paying for through their 
taxes, a generous variety of instruments to encourage 
and develop such a society. Where else, indeed, is 
there a community which, through a Heritage 
Language Programme, would offer subsidized 
courses in such esoteric languages as Gujrati, 
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Panjabi and Urdu, to mention only three of a total of 
eighteen? Where else do we find taxpayers accepting 
the responsibility of supporting Consultative Councils, 
Advisory Councils on Multiculturalism, Heritage 
Ontario consultations, Multicultural branches of 
government, Manpower programmes for training and 
retraining, grants for the preservation of folk customs 
and arts and crafts, archives specializing in 
ethnocultural documents, Urban Alliances, 
Ombudsmen, a Bill of Rights and study after study, 
including the Pitman Report? 

Ontario has a Human Rights Commission which 
has established a reputation for efficacy surpassed by 
few if any jurisdictions. It has fair accommodation and 
fair employment legislation which, by any standards, 
is highly advanced. There is a federal “anti-Hate”’ bill 
which at least gives legal sanction to those seeking to 
eliminate race libel, however difficult this act may be 
in its implementation. 

Little of these favourable developments appear in 
the Pitman Report. Several generations of 
Canadians—“‘non-visible” and “visible”, new arrivals 
and immigrants, of every ethnic and religious 
background, have joined in making possible a notable 
record of achievement in the struggle to “tame the 
savagery of man and make more gentle the life of this 
world’. The Pitman Report makes only tangential 
reference to this struggle and, in neglecting it, does a 
disservice to those who were involved in it. 

Except for a few tangential and casual references, 
the Report fails to include other minorities which face 
serious problems. Half a paragraph in the Report 
refers to the “many Blacks who feel that violence in 
the form of job-discrimination and police ‘hassling’ is 
still very prevalent”. The Report, however, indicates 
that “the number of meetings with individuals and 
groups and the wealth of briefs from organizations 
serving the South Asian community indicates to the 
Task Force that these people are bearing the brunt of 
violence associated with racist attitudes”. The 
question might well be asked whether the Pitman 
Report was not obligated to have made a more 
intensive effort to have brought other minorities into 
their inquiry. Otherwise there must always be the 
suggestion that the Report unduly emphasizes the 
problems of better organized and more vocal groups. 

It would appear that the Report places excessive 
emphasis upon the responsibility of the institutions 
within the community—the schools, the police, 
etc.—and not enough upon individuals. 

Among the inadequacies of the Pitman Report is 
the fact that there are relatively few pragmatic 
suggestions as to how the basic problems, 
understanding and integration, may be achieved and 
inter-personal relations extended. The “Concluding 
Remarks” of our own comments indicate a few of the 


practical measures which might have been 
recommended. 

The thrust of the Pitman Report is towards the 
view that Canada is a “racist” society. It leans very 
heavily on the analyses of Dr. Frances Henry of York 
University. Dr. Henry’s study suggests that 
approximately 15% of the population could be said to 
have “very racist views” and a further 35% to be 
“somewhat racist”. The Pitman Report sees this as 
evidence that a ‘‘pervasive racism” is indicated ‘from 
which individual or group violence could be 
extrapolated’. The Task Force ‘“‘sought specific 
evidence of racism in the minds of Toronto’s citizens’’, 
suggesting that “if this could be established in some 
way’, the Task Force could “work on the assumption 
that the racially-motivated subway attacks were not 
aberrations or the totally isolated actions of individuals 
completely out of tune with the thoughts and feelings 
of the general populace’. Despite its qualifications 
and reservations this statement does, in fact, suggest 
that the ‘“‘racially-motivated subway attacks” were not 
“aberrations or the totally isolated actions of 
individuals completely out of tune with the thoughts 
and feelings of the general populace’. But it submits 
no evidence whatever that the “general populace” 
reacts with anything but revulsion at the 
“racially-motivated” subway attacks. 

No one will deny that racism exists. No one will 
argue that there are no racists—in Canada, in 
Ontario, in Toronto. But to acknowledge that there is 
racism and that there are racists is far from an 
acceptance of the proposition that racist violence is 
condoned by any but the “lunatic fringe” of the 
population. There is no evidence that even the 15% of 
the population which, according to the Henry study, 
“could be said to have very racist views” would 
countenance such violence as the “subway attack”’ 
which stimulated the Pitman Report. 

An uncritical endorsement of the Pitman Report 
reflects unfavourably on a community in which “there 
is no indication that the incidence of racism is worse 
or even as bad as that found through similar studies in 
other cities of the United Kingdom or the United 
States”. The danger also exists that an unqualified 
acceptance of the thrust of the Pitman Report may do 
a disservice, as well, to the Asians themselves. If a 
“substantial number” of Toronto’s “visible minorities” 
live “in fear, unwilling to use the subway system, 
uncomfortable and threatened in going about their 
activities in their own neighbourhoods” the result must 
clearly be a polarization of hostility among the South 
Asians against a society which is doing a great deal to 
minimize this polarization. May it not be suggested 
that the Pitman Report would have done more for the 
“visible minorities” had it placed increased emphasis 
upon the large number of individuals who are devoting 
a great deal of time, energy and dedication to the 
elimination of racism? Much remains to be done. But, 
Surely, it must be acknowledged that much has been, 
and is being done. Unfortunately, this message the 
Pitman Report fails to emphasize. 

Now having acknowledged that much has been 
done we would like to reiterate that a great deal 
remains to be done and to this end society must 
Continue and intensify its efforts towards mutual 
understanding amongst all peoples. 

We believe it would be a tragedy for all Canadians 
if the efforts of the general population to minimize the 





impact of racism went unnoticed by the “visible 
minorities”. It would discourage attempts to eliminate 
an attitude which the vast majority of Canadians see 
as unworthy of the Canadian ideal. It would be a 
tragedy of equal dimensions if the “visible minorities” 
fail to recognize the goodwill with which the 
community is striving to resolve the problems which 
exist. A failure to perceive the public abhorrence of 
racial violence would do incredible damage to the 
hope of these minorities that they are accepted as a 
valuable part of the Ontario community, contributing in 
full measure to its development. It would inhibit their 
will to become a part of a society to which they have 
an inestimable contribution to make and which they 
are now making. 

We believe that it is essential that the government 
publicize more effectively than it has the 
achievements of the people of Ontario—individually 
and through their municipal, provincial and federal 
institutions—in the areas of multiculturalism, 
multiracialism and multilingualism. It should ensure 
that the minorities aggrieved understand that the 
society in which they live is not racist and that, on the 
contrary, every effort is being made to disarm the 
racists who do emerge. It should make it unmistakably 
clear that it welcomes frank and open discussion of 
means of extending what is, already, a praiseworthy 
list of accomplishments. But it should, we believe, 
reject any suggestion that the spirit of confrontation 
which the Pitman Report reflects, will serve more 
satisfactorily than a spirit of co-operation. 


Concluding Remarks 

We believe that the Pitman Report could have 
performed a more constructive service if it had 
addressed itself to its mandate along the following 
lines: 


Violence: 

Violence is a crime. Whatever motivates the criminals, 
the crime itself must be extirpated. Society has a 
responsibility to insist that crimes of violence be 
adequately dealt with. Apprehension must be swift, 
adjudication prompt and the punishment severe 
enough to discourage the crime. Physical attacks 
upon racial minorities, like other assaults, must be 
taken with utmost seriousness, not least by the police 
who are society's surrogates in this area. 


Organized Racism: 

Organized racism constitutes incitement to violence 
and measures must be developed which will 
effectively deal with it. While steps are being taken to 
curb organized racism and there is an important case 
currently before the courts, much more attention must 
be paid to it. The link between “ethnic jokes” and 
“citizens prepared to act out their aggressions by 
beating up a member of a visible minority on a 
subway’, a relationship suggested by the Pitman 
Report, is an extremely tenuous one. The relationship 
between organized racist groups and racist violence is 
direct—and the result almost inevitable. 


Discrimination in Employment, Housing, etc.: 


There are laws against these manifestations of 
racism. There are agencies designed to prevent them 
and to provide remedies. These agencies must be 
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strengthened and reinforced. The “visible minorities” 
must be educated to their use. Those who 
discriminate must know that they will bear the full 
consequences of their breaking of the laws. 


Social Discrimination, Condescension, etc.: 


This is a sociological problem and must be met by an 
extended use of societal instruments—schools, 
churches, synagogues, clubs, organizations, 
government agencies, etc. There is no easy solution 
to the problems and we would have hoped that the 
Pitman Report would have considered some practical 
steps the community might take. In any case, it should 
be pointed out that: 

a) The visible minorities should perhaps 
understand that just as their entry into the 
society of which they are now a part 
produces certain trauma within them, so the 
presence of a large immigrant minority in a 
city like Toronto constitutes a traumatic 
experience for many earlier residents. 
Toronto, until the last quarter century, was a 
white, preponderantly Anglo-Saxon, 
predominantly Christian community. Jewish, 
Italian, German and Ukrainian minorities, 
among others, have had—and to some 
extent are still having—to go through a long 
process of adjustment and integration before 
they were accepted, even to the extent to 
which they have been. The process for the 
current immigrants, including those 
belonging to the “visible minorities” will, in 
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many ways, be easier. They have the law 
solidly behind them. They have, as well, a 
large group of fellow-citizens who have 
shared their difficulties and who see in them 
a reflection of themselves, or their parents, or 
grandparents, who endured the same 
disabilities. 


b) Perhaps it should not be necessary but the 


fact is that the initial steps towards mutual 
understanding are usually taken by the 
newcomer. The minorities must play their full 
role in the process of the “getting to know 
each other” which must accompany a 
sharing of their lives. It is the fear of the 
unfamiliar and the unknown which creates 
the xenophobia of a group which feels itself 
threatened. It will take courage for the 
minorities to hold out a hand of friendship, 
particularly if they are not sure that a 
reciprocal hand will be stretched out to 
grasp it. Certainly, if the “visible minorities” 
accept the stereotype of the “racist 
Canadian” and fail to recognize the goodwill 
which does exist, the problem will be 
aggravated. But we would have hoped that 
the Pitman Report would have had some 
encouraging words and some helpful advice 
to the many Canadians who believe that 
there is infinitely more which binds us to our 
“new Canadians” than divides us from them, 
and who look forward to working with them 
for a happier Canada. 


A Brief Dealing with Multilingual and Multicultural 
Television in the Province of Ontario 





The Canadian Radio-Television and 
Telecommunications Commission’s Public Notice of 
_March 28, 1977, stated that the receipt of an initial 
application for the introduction of a multilingual 
television station in Toronto, required the Commission 
to consider, at public hearings, some important 
related broadcasting policy issues. In its notice the 
Commission solicited comments on these policy 
issues and on September 20, 1977, a Public Hearing 
was held in Toronto to consider the development of a 
multilingual broadcasting policy for television in 
Canada, and to hear specific applications for the 
Toronto area. 
The Ontario Advisory Council on Multiculturalism 
submitted the following brief: 


The Audience: 

The 1971 Census lists 32 groups within Metropolitan 
Toronto who gave a language other than English or 
French as their mother tongue. At that time, there 
were more than 625,000 Torontonians whose mother 
tongue was other than the language of the two 
founding nations. This does not include the much 
larger number belonging to second and third 
generation Canadians whose mother tongue is now 
English or French but who have strong bonds with the 
ethnocultural groups of their parents, grandparents or 
great-grandparents. 


The Purpose: 


A television station which fulfils its full function would, 
we believe, bear a heavy responsibility. It should have 
as its object: 


1 Encouraging a desire for cultural survival 
among the ethnocultural groups it reaches. 
Every ethnocultural and linguistic entity is 
subjected to almost inexorable pressure to 
divest itself of those things which distinguish 
it from the majority culture and language. 
Especially in the second and third 
generations, a pressure builds up to conform 
and this conformity too often leads to 
assimilation and the loss of identification with 
the root culture. We regard integration as 
desirable. We believe assimilation deprives 
both the ethnocultural minority and the 
majority of a valuable asset. Giving its 
ethnocultural viewers a deeper 
understanding of their origins, and a deeper 
appreciation of their cultural background 
must surely be one of the prime functions of 
multicultural and multilingual programming. 

2 Facilitating the opportunity of an ethnocultural 
group to share its culture with its 
fellow-citizens. All too often ethnocultural 
minorities turn inwards on themselves. 
Conscious as they are of the differences 
between them and their neighbours, they are 
often excessively sensitive about bringing 
their culture to the general public. 


3 Encourage a receptivity among the general 
population towards the cultural values of 
other ethnic groups. A desire among 
ethnocultural entities to share their values 
presupposes a willingness to receive. 
Multicultural programming must accept 
responsibility for going beyond the parochial 
in its programming and look to acceptance 
among the general population for its 
programmes. 

4 Fight inter-ethnic discrimination and 
condescension. None of us is exempt from 
the obligation to resist what seems to be a 
growing racial tension. Ethnocultural 
minorities, themselves prime targets of 
racism, should be made aware of its 
dangers, even when they appear to be 
excluded from racist attacks. 

5 Help develop a Canadian identity, in harmony 
with cultural diversity. 

6 Participate in the effort to reach an equitable 
solution to the critical problem of preserving 
national unity. 


The Available Means in the Television Spectrum 


Each of us has his own responsibility in the problems 
which we face. Private television is certainly not 
exempt. There may, however, be a special 
responsibility upon the two publicly financed television 
facilities in Ontario—OECA and CBC. 


1 OECA. The Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism has worked closely with the 
Ontario Educational Communications 
Authority. We believe that this extensive 
consultation has been beneficial to both 
OECA and to the ethnocultural communities 
which have benefited from the emphasis 
which OECA has placed on ethnic cultures in 
its programming. Despite the goodwill which 
OECA has shown, however, iis mandate is 
too broad to provide the ethnocultural 
minorities with what they would like to have 
and what, we believe, would be good for all 
Canadians if they had it. OECA bears a 
heavy responsibility for educational 
programming, and this leaves comparatively 
little time for specific ethnocultural emphasis. 

2 CBC. CBC “has all of knowledge as its 
province”. In addition, it must educate and 
entertain, amuse and exhort. It has carried 
excellent material over the years dealing with 
Canadian minority groups and has often used 
its considerable resources effectively. It 
cannot take on the responsibility for fulfilling 
the objectives listed in the section headed 
“The Purpose”. 

Adequate facilities for reaching the one-third of the 
population which is neither English-speaking nor 
French-speaking can be provided only by opening a 
channel specifically aimed at multilingual and 


multicultural progamming. iG 


The Alternatives in Multilingual and Multicultural 
Television 


1 Government Financed Operation: 
Governments are now providing substantial 
funding for television, the province to OECA, 
the federal government to the CBC. Given the 
current climate of economic restraint, it 
appears doubtful whether government can 
provide financing for another television outlet. 
CBC is operating a French network, meeting 
the national obligation to the language of one 
of the founding groups, but it will not go 
beyond this extension of its service. We see 
no solution in appealing to government to 
subsidize multilingual and multicultural 
programming. 


2 Public Financing: There are radio stations, 


such as CJRT in Toronto, which receive a 
government grant and supplement this grant 
by appeals to individuals and to the business 
community for additional funds. The setting 
up of a non-profit corporation funded partly 
by government and partly by contributions 
might be considered by the CRITIC. 


3 Private Financing: We believe that private 


interests, motivated by the expectation that it 
could provide acceptable service and yet 
make a profit, might meet the need. A 
number of applications have been made to 
the CRTC for a channel for multilingual and 
multicultural programming. Whichever 
applicant is given the license, we believe that 
there are certain conditions which must be 
laid down, and certain commitments which 
must be made by any group granted a 
channel. 


The Obligations of the Multilingual and 
Multicultural Channel 
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1 The amount of time permitted for commercial 
messages must be controlled. There are, of 
course, present limitations on advertising 
content. However, the experience of 
television stations in Toronto suggests that a 
license to operate a station is not, contrary to 
some views, “a license to print money”. 
During the early years, in all likelihood, the 
television station will experience difficult 
times. The group selected by the CRTC 
should be adequately financed to deal with 
these difficulties without exceeding the 
general limits now prescribed. 


2 The types of commercial messages 
presented should be carefully considered. 
Television is a much more formidable 
instrument of education than radio. What is 
acceptable in the print media and in radio 
may not be acceptable on television. 
Moreover, a television station of the type 
being considered has a responsibility to 
present the ethnocultural community fairly to 
the general public. The commercials must 
reflect this responsibility. 

3 Regulations must be prescribed which would 
ensure a fair allocation of time to the 
ethnocultural groups which will be looking to 
the multicultural and multilingual channel. 
These groups, whatever their numbers and 
influence, will feel, quite correctly we believe, 
that the station has an obligation to which it 
will expect them to measure up. 

4 The station should commit itself to an 
acceptable level of quality in its 
programming. There is a substantial quantity 
of good programming on cable television, but 
there is also too much substandard 
programming. No one expects the 
multicultural station to measure up 
consistently to the best offered by CBC, or 
NBC, or CBS, or ABC. But a high level of 
quality is possible and should be provided. 


A Regulatory Body: 

We believe that a committee should be established to 
act as an advisory board to the television station. The 
members of this board should be selected, preferably 
through the CRTC, from among the ethnocultural 
communities. They should be responsible to the 
CRTC. On the one hand, they would work closely with 
the television station, helping it develop policies which 
would make it acceptable to those it serves. On the 
other hand, it would provide an independent body to 
examine complaints from the station’s viewers. It 
would be a conduit for protestations which might be 
made that the station was catering excessively to the 
larger ethnocultural groups, and neglecting the 
smaller and less affluent. This advisory board would 
report to the CRTC on the extent to which the 
television station was fulfilling the responsibilities 
Outlined in the section headed ‘“‘Purpose’”’.. It would be 
able to measure the degree to which the station was 
fulfilling the criteria indicated in the section headed 
“Obligations”. 


Monitoring the Ontario 
Press 


In the spring of 1976 the Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism undertook an examination of the 
Ontario press. Concentrating on the three Toronto 
dailies, and daily and weekly newspapers in a number 
of smaller urban communities, an effort was made to 
determine whether these newspapers revealed any 
racist biases, and to what extent these newspapers 
recognized the presence in their communities of the 
ethnocultural groups which have made this province 
their home. 

In 1977 a similar survey was conducted to 
determine whether the attitudes towards 
multiculturalism were positive or negative, and to 
assess any changes which might have taken place a 
year after the first analysis was completed. 

In the current examination, as in the earlier survey, 
there was an almost complete absence of overt 
racism in any of the publications. While the news 
columns do not yet reflect the ethnocultural 
composition of the metropolitan Toronto communities, 
for example, the consensus was that there has been 
an improvement in all three daily newspapers. The 
Star, it was reported, has improved from an already 
satisfactory base. The Sun was improving, and in the 
Globe and Mail, there was a greater awareness of the 
one-third of Canadians who are of neither English nor 
French origin. 

On the basis of discussions with representatives of 
a number of newspapers, it must be acknowledged 
that some of the responsibility for the absence of 
news of ethnocultural communities rests with these 
communities themselves. This is particularly true of 
the smaller communities. In Toronto, the 
overwhelming number of recent arrivals and their 
diversity of racial and linguistic provenance make an 
impact on society which must be reflected in the 
newspapers. In the smaller cities and towns, where 
racial and linguistic differences are not so obvious, 
there is less pressure on the media to accommodate 
to the needs of minorities. 

The report of the Newspaper Monitoring 
Committee recommended that the ethnocultural 
minorities work more closely with newspaper editors 
so that interesting events may receive adequate 
coverage. 

Those who examined the newspapers believe that 
Ontario’s press is not racist, but there does continue 
to be indifference, and lack of involvement among 
English language newspapers in the interests and 
problems of ethnocultural groups which form a 
substantial proportion of the population. 

Certainly, 1977 showed a noticeable improvement 
Over 1976. Ethnocultural communities have been 
encouraged by all levels of government to voice their 
complaints and dissatisfaction with the role they are 
permitted to play in the community, and this has been 
reflected in the newspapers. But much remains to be 
done if the press is to be a true mirror of the concerns 
of all Canadians. 


Youth and 
Multiculturalism 


Is the concept of multiculturalism acceptable to young 
Canadians? Is their own cultural background part of 
their identity? How does youth react to the 
multicultural reality of Ontario? 

In the summer of 1977, a study of ethnocultural 
youth and their organizations was carried out for the 
Advisory Council. For the first part of the study, 
meetings were held with representatives from 
ethnocultural organizations. Three hundred invitations 
were sent out, but only 21 representatives from 15 
groups attended the July 11th session. The quality of 
the discussion was excellent, with most 
representatives having a good grasp of the issues and 
a good knowledge of their own organizations. 

The second facet of the study consisted of 
sending out a six-page questionnaire to 500 
organizations, asking about the participation of youth 
in ethnocultural activities, their interest in their cultural 
heritage and in multiculturalism. Here, too, the 
response was poor, with only 20 completed 
questionnaires returned within the time allotted for the 
study. 

The final part of the study involved interviewing 
adults who work with youth—some associated with 
government or quasi-government agencies, some 
with voluntary community or political organizations. 

The results were sketchy and often contradictory, 
hence there can be no conclusions to our study. 
However, it roused our curiosity about the future 
composition of our society. Youth may choose to 
accept or reject their cultural heritage either for the 
short term, for a temporary period, or forever. If the 
youth do not wish to be active bearers of their own 
cultures, then the distinct ways of life of their 
communities will not be maintained in the future, nor 
will their values be transmitted to other groups. 

One can argue that it is possible to retain one’s 
cultural heritage as a private matter, without stressing 
multiculturalism. It is possible that uninvolved youth, 
and it appears that the majority is not committed, may 
identify with their cultural heritage in an informal way, 
but are not interested in multiculturalism. They may, 
indeed, fear that they will not be accepted into 
Canadian society if they retain their affiliation with 
their own group. 

How do ethnocultural communities view the 
retention of their distinct cultural values and way of life 
and how do these fit into the larger Canadian society? 

There seems to be a higher degree of youth 
involvement in the more tightly knit ethnic 
communities. What responsibility does this place on 
the adult ethnocultural community? 

We do not have the answers—perhaps you do. 

Let us hear from the young and the not so young. 
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MultiViews 


The mandate of the Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism is to advise the Government of 
Ontario on policies which will enable all of its citizens 
to live in harmony and dignity. 

Thus, there are few, if any, areas related to 
multiculturalism that have not been investigated by 
committee members, seeking always to change 
where change appears to be necessary; to improve 
where improvements may lead to understanding; to 
innovate where new ideas might break down barriers; 
to act in any situation which might provide a catalyst 
for Canadian unity. 

Although Council members have held meetings in 
some Ontario communities, the vastness of this 
province has been a hindrance to an on-going contact 
with every area. This lack of communication means 
that some cultural communities may not be aware of 


the Council's interest in their activities, and moreover, 
it may be that the general public across Ontario is not 
aware of the Council's willingness to listen and 
advise. Various communities have expressed a desire 
for some vehicle of information sharing and 
dissemination of multicultural views and events. 

This prompted the Council to begin publishing 
MultiViews, a quarterly through which an exchange of 
information should assist all those involved in 
programmes geared to fostering interaction. 

MultiViews is, we believe, a valuable, if modest, 
instrument in the continuing effort to extend public 
acceptance of cultural diversity. 

While our Annual Report provides you with a 
summary of the Council’s activities, MultiViews is an 
on-going outreach programme and a link between 
ethnocultural communities and the Council. 
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Chairman’s Remarks 


The creation of the Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism over five years ago was an 
imaginative and constructive effort on the part of 
the Provincial Government to encourage ethnocul- 
_ tural communities to preserve their heritage. It 
was a reflection of the general will that the rich 
treasurehouse of ethnic values should be the 
common property of all Canadians and it was an 
acknowledgement of the truth that Ontario is not 
a racial monolith but a province of diverse origins 
and distinctive backgrounds. 

Five and a half years is time enough, perhaps, 
to review the activities of the Advisory Council, to 
measure its successes—and there have been 
some—against its failures—of which, too, there 
have been a few; time enough to assess its im- 
portance as an instrument in the task of ensuring 
that all of us share generously in the cultural 
bounty which is as much a part of our environment 
as are our natural resources. 

Of course, the Advisory Council must justify 
itself to the public, to you, on whose behalf it 
works. And, equally importantly, the members of 
the Advisory Council must themselves believe that 
the time, the effort, the dedication which they have 
devoted to the Council have made some contribu- 
tion to the life of the province, towards making 
this homeland of ours a happier place for us, and 
for our children, and our children’s children. For 
we who share the responsibilities of the Advisory 
Council on Multiculturalism are deeply committed, 
deeply involved, deeply conscious of the confi- 
dence which has been placed in us. And we are 
sincerely anxious to make our communities better 
places in which to work and live. 

If there is a growing awareness that minorities 
have certain “inalienable’’ rights—the right to 
employment based upon ability rather than race, 
religion or colour—we believe we have 
contributed to this awareness. If there is a growing 
acceptance of the truth that a society is enriched 
by the presence of vibrant, dynamic ethnocultural 
communities, the Council is, in some measure, 
responsible for this acceptance. If government 
reflects a deeper understanding of ethnocultural 
diversity and is concerned with preserving it, we 
believe that we have helped to encourage and 
extend this understanding. If Ontario has a 
Ministry of Culture and Recreation it is, partly at 
least, because the Council perceived the need for 
it. If the Ontario Human Rights Commission is 
protecting more effectively those who require its 
protection, it is in some measure due to the 
support it receives from bodies like our own. If 
our educational institutions recognize the urgent, 
inescapable need for an understanding of 
immigrants and the children of immigrants in our 
schools, we on the Council may justly feel that we 
have been a part of the growth of that 
understanding. We have presented briefs to the 
Ontario Government on race relations, on 


citizenship, on the press, on the Ontario 
Educational Communications Authority, on the 
desirability of multilingual and multicultural 
television. We have promoted Canadianism as a 
concept which provides for cultural diversity, 
within the framework of national unity. We have 
recommended that the Ontario Religious 
Institutions Act extend equal rights and privileges 
to the many recognized religions which the Ontario 
population now professes. We have tried to bring 
to the general public a deeper appreciation of the 
problems which face the Native Peoples. We have 
supported the aspirations of the Franco-Ontarians 
in their concern for the survival of their unique 
way Of life. 

If the climate for understanding among cultural 
communities is better today than it was five years 
ago, if there is a greater acceptance of cultural 
diversity, if there is a better appreciation of the 
truth that ‘different’ does not mean “inferior”, 
the Advisory Council on Multiculturalism has 
assisted in the process. 

The Advisory Council is a provincial group. 
Members have been drawn from a great number 
of ethnocultural communities in Ontario, as well 
as from every region of the province. And so we 
have been able to discuss knowledgeably and 
intelligently, not only the problems which 
ethnocultural differences present but also the 
problems which arise out of the regional 
environment in this vast province. And, as we 
have brought together individuals from 
communities, so we have ourselves gone out into 
their communities; for example, Hamilton, 
Sudbury, Parry Sound, Delhi, Guelph, London. 
There have been fruitful exchanges of views which 
have helped the Council and which have been of 
some assistance to the communities visited. 

When the Council was first formed it felt that 
its primary responsibility was to the hundreds of 
thousands of newcomers who had been plunged 
suddenly into a strange and unfamiliar 
environment. These newcomers desired earnestly 
to become a part of the new world into which they 
had entered, and they wanted sincerely to share 
the culture of their host communities. But they 
continued to maintain their strong cultural and 
ethnic ties with the past. And we, on the Council, 
saw ourselves as their allies in the struggle 
against assimilation which would have made them 
no more than pallid reflections of the majority 
culture. 

We should always recognize the changes 
which are taking place among us. Immigrants who 
came to Canada a generation ago have succeeded 
to a remarkable degree in solving the problem of 
establishing themselves in Ontario. As these 
immigrants raised their economic status they have 
been able to create and strengthen communal 
organizations which are making alittle easier the 
complex task of cultural preservation. And already 
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a new generation of Canadian-born sons and 
daughters of immigrants is growing up, thoroughly 
familiar with current cultural trends in the society 
into which they have been born. Of course, many 
of the problems remain to be solved. And the 
changes which are taking place create new ones. 
The Advisory Council, conscious of the changes 
which are taking place, is reassessing itself, 
seeking earnestly to chart a course for itself 
which will serve a purpose in a different, if not 
easier, world. 

Our Council’s emphasis has been to preserve 
the mosaic, fashioned over centuries of cultural, 
and artistic and linguistic creativity. But the 
essence of a mosaic is the way in which one piece 
fits into the whole pattern. And perhaps we have 
reached that stage in Canadian life when we must 
address ourselves not only to the critically 
important preservation of our respective cultural 
heritage but to the examination of how our own 
piece of the mosaic will fit in with the others, how 
the pieces are going to react upon one another. 
Perhaps it is time to consider how the cultural, 
religious and linguistic legacies which have been 
bequeathed to us may be brought together to 
sustain a nation whose separate parts can develop 
individually, but which can also contribute to a 
specifically Canadian consciousness. 

We on the Advisory Council on Multiculturalism 
—Native Peoples who constitute the original 
inhabitants of our country, the French and English 
whose ancestors have been its citizens for 
centuries, and those of us who trace our 
backgrounds to Europe, Asia, Africa, North and 
South America and Australia—have worked in the 
effort to preserve our links with the past. Now, we 
must Consider an extension of this co-operation to 
face the challenge of the future. 

We do not feel that all our aspirations have 
been achieved, that our hopes have been fulfilled, 
that our task has been finished. Indeed, our 
responsibilities in the years ahead may well 


become the greater. We will continue to work to 

preserve ethnocultural diversity and, at the same 
time, accept the challenge of fitting this diversity 
into the larger pattern of Canadian life. 

The challenge and responsibility is not that of 
the Advisory Council alone. It must be met by all 
of those who have learned to love and respect 
this nation. The next decade will determine 
whether Canada will survive as a united country. 
In November 1976 this danger was presented to 
us by the election of the Parti Quebecois. In the 
intervening two years, as the peril of separation 
seemed to become less urgent, the nation has 
yielded to an apathy, a feeling that circumstances 
will right themselves and that Canada will remain 
united. International tensions, rising prices, fear 
of uncontrolled inflation—these are the concerns 
which are currently absorbing our attention. But 
in our search for an answer to the questions these 
problems present, let us not overlook the issue 
that still faces all Canadians, the question of 
national unity. 

We must continue to pursue those ideals which 
have inspired us for so many years. We must not 
cast aside the cultural heritage of our forefathers. 
We must continue the struggle for racial 
understanding and co-operation. We must ensure 
equality for all Canadians regardless of race, 
religion and ethnic origin. We must strengthen 
such instruments as the Human Rights 
Commission, the Fair Employment Practices Act, 
the Fair Accommodations Act. But we must, 
equally, come together more frequently, and more 
intimately, as Canadians. We have a responsibility 
to our own ethnocultural groups, but we have an 
overriding responsibility to ensure that Canada 
shall be what we, or our immigrant parents, 
dreamt it would be, a land of equality and 
opportunity. It can be. But only if all of us join 
forces in the critically important tasks of the next 
decade. 
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Brief to the Joint Senate/Commons Committee Studying 


The Constitution 


The Advisory Council submitted the following 
brief in October 1978: 


_ Who Are We? 


The Ontario Advisory Council on Multiculturalism, 
established in 1973, is a consultative body 
reporting through the Provincial Secretary for 
Social Development. 

It is composed of twenty-six persons of over 
eighteen different racial and ethnocultural 
backgrounds. 

Appointed by Order-in-Council after 
consultation with various ethnocultural 
organizations, the Council represents symbolically 
the varieties of backgrounds, cultural experiences 
and life-styles of the people of Ontario. 


Preamble: 


Canada is a composite of many different linguistic, 
cultural and ethnic communities. This composite 
includes the Native Peoples, the co-founding 
nations—the French and the English—and 
immigrants and their children who have chosen 
Canada as their homeland. 

The long struggle of the French Canadians to 
maintain their institutions and culture and to 
survive as a people created an atmosphere 
conducive to the preservation of the basic 
linguistic and cultural values of the various 
ethnocultural communities within Canada; in this 
atmosphere were created the conditions which 
made multiculturalism a social reality which was 
adopted as official Canadian Government policy 
in 1971. 

The Council recognizes French Canadians as 
a part of the Canadian multicultural mosaic; 
however, as co-founders of the Canadian nation 
they must be distinguished from other 
ethnocultural groups which have been formed 
through immigration. 

In the long struggle the French Canadians 
achieved certain constitutional and historic rights. 
The Council believes that there must be a frank 
undertaking by all Canadians that these rights be 
restored and preserved. 

The survival of French Canadians as a people 
is echoed by ethnocultural minorities in their 
efforts to retain their distinctive identities. The 
various immigrant groups received encouragement 
to maintain their own communities and to preserve 
their cultural and ethnic individualities. This has 
resulted in a gradual acceptance of the concept of 
a multicultural Canada. 

We, the Council, believe that the ethnocultural 
minorities, because of their historic experience, 
have a unique understanding of the present 
constitutional problems Canadians are facing. 
While they do not minimize the importance of 


economic and political factors in the pursuit of 
national unity, they believe that even more critical 
is the need for the affirmation of basic principles 
within a pluralistic society. 

The experiences of diverse cultural groups 
Clearly indicate that rights and freedoms cannot 
be taken for granted, but must be reaffirmed and 
continuously defended. 

The following recommendations are based on 
the above convictions. 


Recommendations: 


| Basic Human Rights 

Human Rights should be enshrined in any 

forthcoming Canadian Constitution, binding 

both the Federal Government and the 

Provincial Governments alike and requiring 

adherence by all Canadian residents. 

The Basic Human Rights are contained in the 

Canadian Bill of Rights 1960 and in the 

Canadian Human Rights Act 1977. 

Civil Rights 

a) All Canadians should be assured of 
unimpeded access to regular court and 
open judicial review. Canada has no room 
for private clauses in her legislation, nor 
should there be any trials in secret. Trial 
by jury should be guaranteed in all 
indictable offences. 

b) Public documents, such as Canadian 
passports, should not contain any visible 
or coded indication of the nature of 
Canadian citizenship. All Canadian citizens 
should be equal in their rights and 
obligations. 

c) There should be a constitutional guarantee 
against involuntary loss of Canadian 
citizenship without due process of law. 


Treaty Rights 

Duly ratified international treaties should 
take precedence over existing Federal and 
Provincial laws; for example, Native groups 
are concerned about the validity of the Jay 
Treaties in Canada. 


IV Official Languages 
Canadians should have the right to be served 
in English or French at the federal level and, 
if sufficient numbers warrant it, at the 
provincial level. 


V Education 
The right of Canadians to be educated in 
either official language should be guaranteed. 


VI Non-Official Languages 
The maintenance and development of 
non-official languages should be encouraged, 
but should be largely the responsibility of the 
respective ethnocultural groups. 


Vil Cultural Pluralism 
Canada’s commitment to cultural pluralism 
should be incorporated in the Constitution. 


VIIl Obligations 
While the Council emphasizes individual and 
group freedoms, those freedoms must be 
accompanied by the exercise of responsible 
citizenship and loyalty to Canada. 


The Council has no specific recommendations 
pertaining to the source of the power of 
appointment to the second legislative chamber. It 
is, however, of the opinion that such a legislative 
body is appropriate and useful. 

An Upper House should reflect the regional 
population characteristics and the multicultural 
reality of Canada. An Upper House should 
emphasize provincial input in the formulation and 
development of federal laws and administrative 
practices. 

The Council believes that the additional roles 
of an Upper House should be to: 


a) Provide a sober reflective look at legislation 
without political partisan bias; 


b) Protect and uphold rights of minorities, 
civil rights and human rights; 

c) Have such further and other powers as may 
be thought desirable and necessary in the 
interests of national unity. These may 
include the following: 

i) power to confirm federally appointed 
judges; 
ii) power to appoint members of boards and 
commissions; 
iii) responsibility for federal commissions 
of inquiry. 


In general, an Upper House should oversee the 
appointed bodies and commissions of the country 
to safeguard that those bodies conform to their 
mandates and commitments. 

Canada has been a noble experiment which 
permitted people of different backgrounds and 
cultures to live together in peace and harmony. 

We wish to preserve and strengthen this 
pluralistic society and respectfully submit our 
suggestions and concerns. 


International Year of The Child 


Upon receipt of a letter from the Honourable 
Margaret Birch, Provincial Secretary for Social 
Development, requesting suggestions in 
connection with the International Year of the Child, 
the Ontario Advisory Council on Multiculturalism 
asked the Community Relations Committee to 
co-ordinate the input of all Council members and 
formulate recommendations. These were approved 
at the Council’s meeting on February 9, 1979. 

After a considerable amount of discussion and 
consideration, it was concluded that the Council’s 
specific responsibility is the child in the 
multicultural society of Ontario. The Council's 
goal, therefore, should be to encourage the child 
of immigrant parents to “integrate” in his new 
country and, at the same time, to preserve his 
ethnocultural heritage. 

Why does a child tend to slough off his or her 
ethnocultural values? Because he does not want 
to be different. Because he is ashamed of them— 
perhaps even ashamed of his parents. Because 
he perceives them as a handicap or liability in 
terms of his relationship with his peers. 

How can this tendency be avoided or averted? 
By ensuring that the child’s environment accepts 
his difference and sets a positive value on it. By 
giving the child sufficient understanding of the 
contributions his ethnocultural group has made to 
civilization and is making to contemporary society. 
By discouraging the all too prevalent concept 
within our society that “different”? means 
“inferior”. 

A child lives in three worlds—School, 
Environment and Home. 

If the process of cultural preservation and 
social integration is to be effective, it must 
operate on all three levels of a child’s activities. 

The Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism recommends that: 


1. School 


Teachers involve themselves in the objectives of 
the Year of the Child. 

This can be done by giving students of each 
ethnocultural group the opportunity of telling the 
class something of its heroes, its accomplishments, 
etc. This will increase the child’s pride in his own 
heritage. There could be celebrations of the 
International Year of the Child, with emphasis on 
the contributions to Canada and the value of 
ethnocultural diversity, other than through “Song 
and Dance’’. 

Classes from schools arrange visits to 
churches, synagogues, temples and other places 
of worship to make children aware of different 
religious practices. 

Small groups of parents of, say, the students of 
one classroom meet with religious leaders of 
various cultures, to discuss the multicultural 
environment their children are growing in. 


2. Environment, in its Broadest Sense 


Organizations such as the YMCA, YWCA, YMHA, 
YWHA, Scouts, Girl Guides, develop programmes 
to make their members more aware of the 
diversity of cultures among their young members. 

The Government of Ontario compile a list of 
Speakers who could speak on the cultural shock 
of immigrant children to such organizations as 
Haddassah, Kinsmen, Rotary, IODE, etc. 

The Government of Ontario commission a 
movie on the child in the multicultural society to 
be shown at Ontario Place, this movie not to be 
a solemn affair but to deal with the subject ina 
humorous and lighthearted way. 

The Ontario Science Centre provides special 
programmes for the child in the multicultural 
society. 

The Ontario Educational Communications 
Authority make a film for showing on television 
dealing with the cultural shock of the immigrant 
child. 


3. Home 


The Multicultural Development Branch of the 
Ministry of Culture and Recreation develop a 
programme for home and school or class 
meetings. 

While it is difficult to influence a child’s home 
environment, and this is not desirable anyway, it 
should be possible to develop in the child respect 
for the differences in the lifestyle of his parents 
and the parents of his classmates. Perhaps this 
can be done through meetings with parents and 
children at the class level, organized by the Home 
and School Association. 


Submission To Canadian Consultative Council on Multiculturalism 
Executive and Ontario Region Meeting 


On March 30, 1979, in response to the invitation 
of the Canadian Consultative Council on 
Multiculturalism, which comes under the 
jurisdiction of the Federal Government, the 
Ontario Advisory Council on Multiculturalism 
welcomed the opportunity to present a brief. Dr. 
Rudolf Helling, Chairman of the Multiculturalism 
and Government Committee of the Advisory 
Council, made the submission, a summary of 
which appears below. 


1. Income Tax Claims for Dependents Abroad 


We are concerned about Canadian citizens and 
landed immigrants who financially support 
dependents abroad and are being scrutinized 
unduly. It has been reported in the newspapers 
that many people are claiming fictitious foreign 
relatives and the numbers have reached alarming 
proportions. This in fact may be true, but the 
persons who are singled out for scrutiny and 
investigation are most frequently from non- 
European backgrounds. Claims for dependents in 
Britain and many European countries do not 
receive the same pressures. 

The Council supports the contention that 
Revenue Canada needs to evaluate deductions for 
claims for dependents abroad but it should be 
done in a fair and equitable manner without the 
slightest hint of racial or ethnic condescension. 

It is recommended that the Consultative 
Council on Multiculturalism make presentations 
before Revenue Canada in order to assure the 
equal treatment of all Canadian residents in these 
matters. 


2. Sponsorship and Nominated Relatives in 
Immigration Matters 


It is the desire of the Council that Canadians be 
allowed to sponsor relatives in cases where the 
person sponsored or nominated would become the 
financial supporter rather than the other way 
around. Thus far, regulations under the 
Immigration Act are designed to allow Canadians 
to sponsor or nominate relatives to come to 
Canada and to be provided with financial support. 
Many cultures such as Arabs or Old Colony 
Mennonites would benefit from the permission of 
the reversal of the usual procedures. This reversal 
would be applicable in groups with strongly 
developed family ties and in exceptional 
emergencies. 


It is recommended that the CCCM suggest 
that cultural patterns should be taken into 
consideration when granting immigrant status for 
relatives of Canadians. 


3. Discretionary Powers of an Adjudicator In 
Hearings under the Immigration Act 


The powers of the newly created Adjudicator have 
been severely curtailed with little discretionary 
power left to the officers. We have learned of a 
case in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario where a landed 
immigrant had been convicted for a petty offense 
under the Criminal Code and the case was brought 
to the attention of Employment and Immigration 
Canada. A hearing was ordered and the 
Adjudicator, expressing his regrets, because he 
stated that his discretionary powers were quite 
limited, ordered the deportation of the immigrant. 
The Council feels that these actions can be too 
harsh. 

A concern of the Council is that not 
infrequently hearings are conducted in local and 
regional jails barring the general public. Hearings 
before an Adjudicator should be in open areas. 
There should not be the slightest indication that 
justice is dispensed in secret trials closed to the 
scrutiny of the general public. 

It is recommended that immigration hearings 
follow as closely as possible normal judicial 
procedures and principles. 


4. Status of Natural Born and Naturalized 
Canadian Citizens 


The Council is aware that until 1977 Canadian 
citizens born outside Canada had their passports 
coded whether they were naturalized adults, 
naturalized by the parents, second generation 
immigrants, etc. This category system is in effect 
an invitation for differential treatment. There is no 
assurance that the present numerical code system 
does not contain similar differentiations. 

External Affairs is in error by stating that it is 
necessary to contain the place of birth on the 
Canadian passport. It is not an international 
requirement to have this information. Quite often 
this leads to hardships for Canadians born in 
other countries. For example, a person of German 
background stating correctly that he was born in 
Litzmannstadt, Germany now finds that city has 
been annexed and has become Lodz, Poland. This 
person experiences great difficulties when 


travelling in any of the COMINCON countries. A 


more appropriate designation would be a person’s 


present domicile. 


5. Involuntary Loss of Canadian Citizenship 


The new Citizenship Act, 1977, seemingly did 
away with the involuntary loss of Canadian 
citizenship. However, people who had lost 
Canadian citizenship prior to 1977 may still be 
without Canadian citizenship status. The 
Department of Secretary of State, Canada, claims 
the power to take away Canadian citizenship 


papers when, in their opinion, these papers have 
been issued in error. This is done by simple 
administrative decisions without informing the 
persons affected about the legal redress. These 
persons are without legal status and protection in 
Canada. 

These are five concerns of the members of 
the Ontario Advisory Council on Multiculturalism 
that are the responsibility of the Federal 
Government. They show that the goal of full 
equality for all Canadians is not yet a reality. We 
urge that the Federal Government assure all 
Canadians that they are in fact all equal. 


Recommendations 


French Language 


Services Act 


At the Council meeting on May 12, 1978 the 
following recommendation pertaining to French 
Language Services Act was passed and submitted 
to the Honourable Margaret Birch, Provincial 
Secretary for Social Development: 

The Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism recognizes French Canadians as 
a part of the Canadian multicultural mosaic. As 
co-founders of the Canadian nation, the French 
Canadians have certain constitutional and 
historic rights in this country and the Council 
believes that there should be a frank acceptance 
by all Canadians of these rights. 

The Advisory Council believes that French 
language rights should be guaranteed by an Act 
of Legislation. 

We recognize the progressive steps taken by 
the Ontario Government in the past decade in the 
areas of education, government co-ordination, 
translation services, the arts, etc. We realize that 
this is an ongoing, continuing process and are 
encouraged by the recent Speech from the 
Throne which states: 


“The fundamental rights of Franco-Ontarians 
to education in the French language have long 
been recognized in Ontario. Franco-Ontarians 
also have a commitment from the Government 
for the expansion of Government services in 
the Franch language in accordance with need 
and population distribution. 


“We shall continue to build upon the strong 
foundation already laid in the field of education 
to ensure that French-language programs are 
available at all levels, where practicable, to 
French-speaking Ontarians. At the same time, 
the expansion of opportunities for 
English-speaking pupils to develop 
French-language capacity remains a priority. 


“During this session, there will be legislation to 
increase the availability of French-language 
court trials in areas of the province where this 
service is needed. Amendments to The 
Judicature Act and The Juries Act will 
guarantee the steps taken in this direction. As 
well, the Government will review proposals 
related to the use of French in regulatory and 
other administrative tribunals. 


“Present Government translation services will 
be augmented to make more public documents, 
publications and forms available in both 
French and English. Of particular importance, 
a special section will be established to begin 
work on translating Ontario’s statutes into 
French. 


“All ministries will undertake a program to 
identify Government buildings and give 
highway directions in both English and French 
in predominantly Francophone areas. 


“The appointment of full-time co-ordinators 
of French-language services in an additional 
number of ministries will enhance the 
capability of the Government in responding to 
the community.” 


We agree with these stated objectives and urge 
that they be implemented without delay. 

In addition to existing and proposed objectives, 
the Council would like to make the following 
recommendations: 


In order to promote attitudinal change in 
Ontario, we urge that more attention be 
given to the teaching of the French language 
in the context of French Canadian culture, 
and we recommend that French language 
education be initiated from the kindergarten 
level. 


Multilingual Services of 
Public Libraries in Ontario 


At the meeting of the Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism held on Friday, February 9, 1979, 
the Education Committee presented a series of 
recommendations regarding multicultural services 
in Ontario’s public libraries. The recommendations 
were approved as follows: 


Because the multilingual services of the 
public libraries in Ontario have proved to be 
an excellent service to the public, and 
because the Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism seeks to enhance the 
availability of the multilingual services to the 
public, 

The Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism recommends that: 


The Multicultural Development Branch of 
the Ministry of Culture and Recreation use 
its extensive contacts at the community 
level to assist the multilingual services to 
generate the proper publicity; and 

All institutions that train librarians to 
serve in Ontario be urged to include as an 
optional part of the training programme at 
least a half-course that deals with the 
library needs of a multicultural society; 
and 

Bodies such as the Ontario Educational 
Communications Authority, Multilingual 
Television, and The Multicultural 
Development Branch be requested to 
assist in an ongoing public relations 
effort. 


Towards Racial, Religious and 
Cultural Integrity in Ontario 
School Materials 


Professor Jamshed Mavalwala, Chairman of the 
Advisory Council’s Education Committee, is a 
member of a Ministry of Education Committee that 
has been preparing guidelines for authors and 
publishers to assist them to identify and avoid 
racial, religious and cultural bias and prejudice. 

The Council’s Education Committee has 
examined the Ministry Committee’s working draft, 
“Towards Racial, Religious and Cultural Integrity 
in Ontario School Materials’, dated October 5, 
1978, and the Education Committee’s comments 
were approved by the Council at the meeting on 
November 10, 1978 with the request that they be 
brought to the attention of the Ministry of 
Education. 


1 There was unanimous consensus that such 
guidelines are definitely needed and also 
that no set of guidelines will be perfect. 

The Ministry is encouraged to carefully 
prepare and issue the first guidelines and 
be prepared to revise further editions of 
these guidelines based on responses 
received. 

2 The guidelines should stress that we 
recognize that while bias and prejudice 
are a part of many situations described in 
textbook materials, our desire is not to 
whitewash the facts but to present the 
‘whole’ truth. What should be clearly 
requested from authors is that they strive to 
present all aspects of an event or situation. 

3 Such guidelines can easily be interpreted 
as protection for minority groups; however, 
the majority also needs protection from 
bias. The guidelines must clearly state that 
they are to help eliminate bias and 
prejudice in all aspects of society and seek 
fair representation for all peoples. 

4 The Council recognizes that even with 
excellent materials, the teacher still plays 
a key role. The guidelines should stress 
that they do not advocate the removal of all 
unpleasant features but that the materials 
presented be used by the teacher for a full 
discussion in the classroom. Clearly, the 
teacher’s role is critical and the guidelines 
should state where the role of even the best 
material stops and the analysis of the 
teacher takes over. 

5 We urge that the guidelines specifically 
request authors to seek a balance when 
describing differences. In our Canadian 
schoo! context, we urgently need to stress 
similarities as well as differences. 


6 The Council believes that it would serve a 
useful purpose if authors were warned 
about the use of older reference materials 
and especially materials that are being 
quoted from texts which have been 
translated from another language into 
English. 

7 It is important to remember that visual 
material can strongly influence our 
perception of one another. The guidelines 
should emphasize the need for care in 
determining choice and placement of visual 
materials. 


Appointments to Agencies, 
Councils, Advisory Bodies 
and Commissions 


At the meeting of the Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism held on January 12, 1979, the 
following recommendation was presented by the 
Multiculturalism and Government Committee and 
unanimously approved: 

While merit must be the primary requisite in 

appointments made to all agencies, councils, 

advisory bodies and commissions established 
under the authority of the Province of Ontario, 
these appointments should, to the greatest 
extent possible, reflect the diversity of the 
population of the province and the mosaic of 
races, creeds and ethnocultural groups which 
make up its population. 

In order to facilitate this goal, the Ontario 

Advisory Council on Multiculturalism 

recommends that forthcoming appointments 

be made known to as wide a spectrum of 

Ontario society as possible. 

Response received indicated that appointments to 
the majority of agencies, boards and commissions 
are the prerogative of either the Premier or a 
member of Cabinet. Almost all new appointments 
are made known through press releases. 
Therefore persons who have reason to be 
interested are knowledgeable about individual 
agencies, boards and commissions. Anyone with 
such an interest or concern is, of course, quite 
welcome to submit nominations for membership 
on any body. A considerable effort is made to 
maintain lists of qualified persons from all parts 
of the province. 

As there are a large number of agencies, 
boards and commissions, it would be very 
difficult to invite nominations as vacancies arise. 
However, the Government is as anxious as the 
Council is to see that appointments reflect, to 
the greatest extent possible, the diversity of the 
population of the province. 


Hiring and Promotion of Civil 
Service Personnel 


The members of the Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism have been discussing the 
importance of having reflected in all levels of the 
Ontario civil service the differing racial and 
ethnocultural backgrounds of Ontario’s citizens. 
The Council recognizes and commends the fact 
that people of all racial and ethnocultural 
backgrounds are employed in the civil service. 
The Council’s concern is directed towards 
employment in the upper echelons of the civil 
service. 

The Multiculturalism and Government 
Committee studied this issue and concluded that 
to hire and promote on the basis of ethnic 
background or to give that one item undue weight 
could cause: (a) reverse discrimination; (b) the 
placement of perhaps unqualified individuals; (c) 
negative public reaction, which would be more 
detrimental to the multicultural movement than 
beneficial. Furthermore, since multiculturalism is 
totally dependent upon understanding and respect 
for different cultures, multiculturalism can only 
survive and prosper if it is received in an 
atmosphere of free choice rather than compulsion. 

Therefore, the Committee presented the 
following recommendation to the Council on 
February 9, 1979, at which time it was approved: 


That Provincial Government ministries and 
agencies make a conscious and concerted 
effort to hire and promote those qualitied 
individuals from racial and ethnocultural 
backgrounds reflecting the multicultural 
composition of the province. 


The recommendation is stated in general terms 
since nothing else would be acceptable or 
possible to implement. 

In formulating the recommendation, the 
Committee concluded that if Government 
ministries and agencies do not reflect the 
multicultural society, it may result in isolating 
some members of our society from the political 
mainstream causing more serious social problems 
in the future. 
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The Honourable Margaret Birch responded to 
this recommendation by saying that: 

“Formal procedures established for hiring and 
promotion can only be fully effective if there is a 
genuine understanding and respect for different 
cultures. In the long term, a willing acceptance 
and appreciation of multiculturalism throughout 
our society is the best way of ensuring equal 
opportunity in employment. In this regard, | think 
the government's recognition of the fact that 
multiculturalism can never be taken for granted 
was well expressed in the recent Speech from 
the Throne. 

“| have forwarded a copy of your letter to the 
Chairman of the Civil Service Commission, Mr. 
George Waldrum, and | have asked him to make 
the ministries aware of the concerns expressed in 
the Advisory Council’s recommendation. | have 
also forwarded a copy to the Premier so that he 
may be aware of views expressed by the Council.” 


Promotional Literature on 
Tourist Attractions 


At the Council meeting on June 9, 1978 the 

following recommendation was approved for 

submission: 
That the Government of Ontario, through the 
Ministry of Industry and Tourism, take 
reasonable measures to ensure that 
promotional literature on tourist attractions 
does not contain derogatory remarks about 
any of the peoples of Ontario. 


The above is based on the fact that some private 
companies when advertising tourist attractions 
have inadvertently made derogatory remarks 
about some peoples of Ontario. 

The late Honourable John Rhodes, in his reply 
at the time, indicated that the consultants of the 
Ministry of Tourism and Information have been 
alerted to this fact and asked members of the 
Council if and when they encounter such 
publications, to advise the Ministry so that 
remedial steps could be instigated. 


Task Force on Immigrant Women 


In the Spring of 1978 three Ontario Advisory 
Councils—the Status of Women, Senior Citizens 
and Multiculturalism—joined forces to look into 
the particular needs of immigrant women in 
Ontario. It is the intention of the Councils to make 
recommendations to the Government of Ontario 
that will help immigrant women (both the newly 
arrived and those who have lived in Canada for 
many years) to function to the maximum of their 
abilities. 

Several methods were used to gather 
information for this study: 

a) A total of 125 questionnaires were sent to 
family service agencies, women’s centres, 
community information centres, social service 
centres, planned parenthood centres and 
government health units in 23 cities and towns 
in Ontario. Eighty-nine replies were received. 

b) A questionnaire was published in “Especially 
for Seniors’, a tabloid sent to senior citizens 
in Ontario who receive the old age security 
pension. Of the 276 replies, 128 spoke English 
at home, while 148 spoke other languages. All 
the replies were written in English. 

c) The Task Force contacted such government 
offices (on all three levels) as boards of 
education, public health services, employment 
offices, and Ministries of Labour, Community 
and Social Services and Culture and 
Recreation. Labour unions and library services 
were also contacted. 

d) A questionnaire was sent to a number of 
ethnic press editors in the hope that it would 
be published in their journals in the language 
of the readers. 

e) The Councils studies several reports on the 
subject of immigrant women: 1) a report 
prepared by Sheila Arnopoulos of the Federal 
Advisory Council on the Status of Women; 2) 


“Those People’, prepared by the Inter-Agency 

Council for Services to Immigrants & Migrants; 

3) Brief on Mental Health of Immigrant Women 

by Dirjana Ristic and Prof. Claude Vincent for 

the Multicultural Council of Windsor and Essex 

County; 4) ‘‘Who Cares’, a report of the 

Project Child Care Survey in Metropolitan 

Toronto; 5) ‘The Immigrant Woman in 

Toronto” by D. Laing, Ontario Status of 

Women Council; 6) ‘Immigrant Women in the 

Labour Force’, asummer student project of 

the Women’s Bureau, Ontario Ministry of 

Labour. 

Organizations outside Toronto were requested 
to write about their special concerns, and 
representatives and leaders of ethnic women’s 
organizations were invited to a meeting on March 
28, 1979. 

The following areas of concern have been 
identified and recommendations will be submitted 
to the Government of Ontario later in the year: 


Employment ... exploitation in the work force, 
lack of training, lack of knowledge regarding 
rights 

Human Services... limited access to services, 
services for senior women, recreational 
opportunities 

Family Planning 

Day Care 

Family Counselling 

Interpreter Needs... legal and medical 
Information ...in their own language regarding 
government, community services and legal matters 
Senior Citizens Accommodation . . . accessibility 
to homes with specific ethnic backgrounds. 


The Councils are confident that the 
recommendations arising from the study will 
assist immigrant women in their struggle for a 
better quality of life in Ontario. 
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Monitoring of Ontario Press 


In 1979, for the third year, the Council monitored 
daily and weekly newspapers in Toronto, Windsor, 
London, Kingston, Hamilton and several other 
centres, to determine if these newspapers 
revealed any racist bias, and to what extent they 
recognized the presence, in their communities, of 
the ethnocultural groups other than French and 
English. 

The 1979 monitoring again found an almost 
complete lack of overt racism in any of the 
publications. What they did find in most cases was 
a lack of ethnocultural news. A notable exception 
was the Spectator in Hamilton which had 
increased its ethnocultural coverage dramatically 
by engaging an “ethnic’ reporter. 

Some of the smaller newspapers discussed the 
Quebec question entirely from an English and 
French perspective and failed to recognize the 
views of the residents in their communities who 
were of neither group. 


ie 


After the second monitoring of the press in 
1977 it was felt that the ethnocultural communities 
were partly responsible for the absence of their 
news in the local papers. An interesting fact is 
that when a newspaper hired an “ethnic” reporter, 
the coverage of ethnocultural events increased 
considerably, which would tend to disprove that 
view. 

The conclusion reached by the recent 
Monitoring Committee was that there has been 
very little improvement since 1977 in most 
newspapers. Ontario’s press still has a long way 
to go to overcome the indifference and lack of 
involvement in the interests and problems of 
ethnocultural groups. 

The Committee recommends that the 
ethnocultural minorities continue to press for 
better coverage of their major events, especially 
in the smaller urban centres. 


Speakers at 1978/79 Meetings 
Council on Multiculturalism 


May 1978 
(Oshawa) 


June 1978 


September 1978 


October 1978 

Council Meeting and 
Public Forum 
(University of Toronto) 


December 1978 

Council Executive Meeting 
and Public Forum 

(York University) 


January 1979 


February 1979 


March 1979 


of Ontario Advisory 


Omer Deslauriers, Chairman, 
Council for Franco-Ontarian Affairs 


Yvonne Christie, Chairman, 
Durham Board of Education 


Brad Cruxton, Teacher of Social Sciences 

Tom Heath, Superintendent, Continuing Education 
Mavis Normoyle, Durham Separate School Board 
Ray Pavlove and Students of McDougall School, 


Parry Sound—World Interchange Project 
Presentation 


The Honourable R. Roy McMurtry, Q.C., 
Attorney General of Ontario 

George Ignatieff, Provost, Trinity College 
Cameron Smith, The Globe and Mail 
Imam Said Zafar, Secretary, Islamic 
Co-ordinating Council in Toronto 

lan Macdonald, President, York University 


George Bell, Executive Vice President of 
York University and Fellow of Stong College 


Hédi A. Bouraoui, Master of Stong College 
David Walker, Prof. Bouraoui’s Research Assistant 


Anthony Richmond, Co-ordinator of Ethnic 
Research Programme, York University 


Mary Stewart Van Leeuwen, Psychology 
Department, York University 


Freda Hawkins, Professor of Political Science, 
University of Toronto, and Specialist in 
Immigration and International Migration 


Dan lannuzzi, President, Multilingual 
Television (Toronto) Ltd. 


Yuri Shymko, Member of Parliament 


lan Macdonald, President, York University 
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MultiViews 


The Council’s quarterly newsletter, MultiViews, 
continued to be published in 1978/79 and 
distributed to a cross-section of the media, boards 
of education, Members of the Provincial 
Parliament, libraries, multicultural centres, and 
other interested groups and individuals. Although 
there is only a limited number of copies available, 
requests to be placed on the mailing list will be 
welcomed as long as the supply lasts. 

Articles about Ontario’s varied ethnocultural 
communities, television and book reviews, news 
of government programmes, and other items 
concerning our multicultural society received 
favourable response. The article reprinted below 
elicited a particularly enthusiastic reaction from 
the newsletter’s readers. 


“What does it mean to me to be a Canadian?” 
Ernie Checkeris, past Chairman 


Like most native Canadians, | have some difficulty 
answering this question. Sure, I’m proud to be a 
Canadian! | know that as a people we are loved 
and respected abroad. | know we have a beautiful 
land, a land of plenty, with great natural resources, 
vast open spaces and a history and heritage which 
is short but exciting. 

Perhaps | can best answer the question by 
looking at Canada through my parents’ eyes, and 
sharing their thoughts as they transmitted them to 
their sons and daughters through the years. These 
parents came from Asia Minor, after having lost 
their own parents, their brothers and their sisters 
in a spasm of excessive nationalism. They were 
a young man and woman, alone in a new, strange, 
unfamiliar land. All their ties with their homeland 
were broken. This new land to which they had 
come was now their home, and though the climate 
was hostile, though the language was foreign, 
though the customs were unfamiliar, they settled 
down, determined to build their lives anew. They 
developed a great love for this land which was so 
good to them and they taught their children to 
honour and respect their motherland. 

My father’s great love for Canada developed 
because of the opportunity the country gave him 
to work as a free and independent human being, to 
own his own piece of land and build a home of his 
own. Canada provided him with the freedom to 
raise his children in his own way; to enjoy his 
food, coffee and wine with his family and friends; 
to share the traditions of his Greek Orthodox 
Church, its school, its customs, its societies; to 
attend his Greek coffee house and clubs; to argue 
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politics freely, to search in his own way for the 
meaning of his life; to have the extraordinary duty, 
privilege and pleasure of determining, through his 
vote, the direction his country would take. Above 
all, his love for Canada grew because it meant so 
much to him to be accepted as a person, to be 
able to contribute to the advancement of his new 
homeland. 

Like thirsty travellers these immigrants drank 
deeply of the life-giving waters of their new 
Canadianism. They drank eagerly of that cup of 
freedom from fear and equality of opportunity. 

Do | seem to be suggesting that they were 
selfish? No. They likened this land to a mother, 
the mother of all of its varied peoples, the adopted 
children as well as the native born. ‘Mother’ was 
to them that living symbol which, in the minds of 
young children, evokes mysterious but comfort- 
ing thoughts of warmth, of love, of security. And 
this land was truly a mother, a motherland. 

My parents received much. But they gave too, 
as much as they were able. My mother operated 
a Greek home in an English setting. All the natural 
medicines of a Greek country gypsy were 
available freely in the neighbourhood—herbs, 
teas, wine and brandy, chicken broth, garlic, olive 
oil potions, linseed and mustard packs, onion 
bandages, incense and, above all, the human 
touch. These cured ills up and down the street. 
And there were sweets galore for the children. 
Yet my mother spoke little English. And she asked 
for neither reason nor return. It was enough for 
her that she was free—not only to receive but even 
more important, to give. And my father? During the 
depression of the 1930’s he dispensed advice to 
the weary and dispirited. He gave out free meals 
at his cafe. Both he and my mother felt that this 
was a cheap price to pay for the privilege of living 
in this wonderful land. 

Of course, it was not always easy, not always a 
life lived in an atmosphere of ‘‘hearts and flowers”’. 
We did suffer some indignities, some acts of 
prejudice, because we were “‘different’’. But to the 
credit of the land and its people these indignities 
and these prejudices passed. New life, new people, 
a readiness to accept—albeit at times reluctantly 
because of a fear of the unknown—enabled 
Canadian society to move upwards as 
understanding grew and ignorance faded. My 
parents and others like them broke the ground and 
fought those battles in order that their sons and 
daughters, and the immigrants who came after 
them, might enjoy this land more richly, more 
fully than they. 


Being a Canadian means casting off the burden 
of the ‘“‘supernationalism” which so many other 
nations have to bear. Canadians do not really have 
a “hard” identity. We are aware of the flaws in the 
federation and conscious of the problems of 
provincial and federal differences. But we are 
proud to be Canadians. We enjoy this vast and 
varied land, the freedoms we savour, the variety of 
its opportunities and the unlimited forms of 
recreation. We see its vigorous political life as a 
reflection of the strength of a free people. 

| enjoy, too, as did my father, meeting with 
Canadians of many national backgrounds, with 
people proud of their ancestors. | enjoy, as my 
parents enjoyed, being comfortable and at ease 
in my ‘‘Greekishness’’, discussing everything with 
my neighbours, from grandchildren and business 


to our hopes and our wishes for the future of this 
land. Above all, like my parents, | revel in my 
freedom. It is good to live in a land which tries 
earnestly to encourage its citizens to live in 
harmony with others, who have so much in 
common and who are, nevertheless, so 
significantly different. 

So then, what my parents said still applies. As 
| look at my children and their children, | know 
deep in my heart that what has made this land 
good will permit them to grow as tall and as strong 
as they desire to be. For they are free. My duty, 
my destiny, is to repay to my country of Canada 
the many favours it has granted to me and to 
guard its freedoms with the same care and love 
that inspired my parents. 
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The Honourable Reuben C. Baetz 
Minister of Culture and Recreation 


Dear Mr. Minister: 





| have great pleasure in presenting to you the sixth Annual Report of 
the Ontario Advisory Council on Multiculturalism and Citizenship, for 
the year 1979-80. 




















Sincerely, 





Yuri Shymko, 
| Chairman 
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Chairman’s Remarks 


The Sixth Annual Report of the Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism and Citizenship is somewhat different 
from past reports in that it reflects a new and different 
operational structure, with a full-time Chairman and a 
membership that was more than doubled. The Council's 
mandate was expanded to include citizenship and it now 
reports to the government through the Minister of Culture 
and Recreation, rather than through the Provincial Secre- 
tary for Social Development. 


For the first time since the Council's establishment in 1973, 
the recommendations submitted to the government received 
a full government response. Following past precedents, 
this Annual Report lists only the Council’s activities, its 
operation and recommendations. Copies of the govern- 
ment’s response are available to the general public upon 
request at the Council office. 


The above changes have had a positive impact on the 
Council's activities as a monitoring agency to perceive the 
needs and concerns of the ethnocultural communities and 
in its advisory capacity to sensitize the government so that 
policies and services reflect these needs. 


The Council now reports through a Ministry which is 
charged with carrying out the government’s multicultural 
and citizenship policies. The Council was previously per- 
ceived as meeting only the specific requirements of ethno- 
cultural communities. The scope of its responsibilities has 
now been broadened to include elements of citizenship 
relevant not only to ethnocultural groups, but to the Ontar- 
io community as a whole, encouraging all citizens to par- 
ticipate equally and fully in our society by having access 
to and availing themselves of all government services. 


While we have a duty to recognize the special priorities of 
our cultural and racial minorities, we must also focus on 
those aspects we have in common — those goals and aspi- 
rations we all share. | believe that the present framework of 
the Council’s operation, with its expanded staff and mem- 
bership, has set a positive precedent for the future and has 
obtained wide public support. 


During the period covered by the Report we have witnessed, 
as Canadians, developments that will have far-reaching 
implications for the future. | refer to the test of our national 
unity posed by the Quebec Referendum and the present 
Constitutional debate. 


The Council, under its last Chairman, Dr. George Korey, was 
fully involved in this process through its Brief to the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee Studying the Constitution in 
1978. The present Council has given a high priority to this 
matter in its recommendations to the government of Onta- 
rio. During the Constitutional Conference in September, 
1980, the Council was directly represented through its 
Chairman as a member of the Ontario delegation. In 
October, 1980, the Council was the sole government agency 
to press for an inclusion of cultural minority rights guaran- 
tees in the proposed Charter of Rights. The provision of 
Article 27 can in no small measure be attributed to the 
Council’s lobbying efforts. 


It was at our initiative that in July, 1980, a successful meet- 
ing was held for the first time of all Multicultural Advisory 
Councils operating in other provinces together with our 
Federal counterpart, in order to establish an on-going liai- 
son and to exchange ideas on our mutual goals. 


The success and achievements of this Council during the 
first year of activity under its new mandate must be largely 
attributed to the dedication of all its members, representing 
a wide spectrum of cultural communities, occupations, and 
regions of our province. 


Credit must be given to the high calibre of leadership pro- 
vided by the chairmen of the nine Council committees, the 
Steering Committee, as well as to the knowledge and 
experience offered by the “veteran” members of the Coun- 
cil who have served under the past Chairmanships of Mr. 
Ernie Checkeris and Dr. G. Korey. 


The Council has been successful in promoting its activities 
and achieving greater public visibility through public forums, 
out-of-town visits, public sessions at Council Annual Meet- 
ings, media campaigns, the publication and distribution of 
an information pamphlet as well as through regular issues 
of the quarterly newsletter, “Multiviews”. 


The Council published the Joint Task Force Report on 
Immigrant Women, which was initiated by the last Council 
executive and resulted from a joint project with the Senior 
Citizens and Status of Women Councils. In the projected 
plan of activities for 1981-82, four Task Forces have been 
set up to research and report on Native Policy, Broadcast- 
ing, Equal Opportunities in Government Service and Tax 
Exemptions to Community Cultural Centres. 


Although cultural pluralism will no doubt be entrenched in 
a new Canadian Constitution, the challenge of the future is 
to entrench tolerance and the acceptance of cultural and 
racial diversity in the hearts and minds of all our citizens. 
This is acommon challenge, not only for this Council, but 
for all Ontarians. Cultural diversity must not only be guar- 
anteed to exist, but must also be reflected in all our educa- 
tional, cultural and political insitutions. 


In this challenge, our responsibilities must equal our rights. 
Our expectations from governments and society must be 
equally met by our voluntary efforts and participation as 
individuals and groups within the community at large. 
Democracy is distinguished by its priceless right to be 
different, without the compulsion to conform. 


Our society has shown its ability to accommodate and 
accept our differences because in it lies our strength, not 
our weakness. This is the very function and foundation of 
our unity and our democracy, which accepts dissent and 
rejoices in the diversity of its people. 


* 
History and Description of 


| . Briefing and 
Council 


Orientation Meeting 


The Ontario Advisory Council on Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship has been in existence since 1973. The Council 
was originally established following a recommendation of 
the June 1972 Congress of Heritage Ontario, a consultative 
body, reporting through the Provincial Secretary of Social 
Development. On October 31, 1979 the mandate of the 
Council was broadened to include citizenship and 
changed to report to the Legislature through the Minister 
of Culture and Recreation and renamed the Ontario Advi- 
sory Council on Multiculturalism and Citizenship. Subse- 
quently the first full-time Chairman was appointed. 


On January 30, 1980, 58 Council members, representing a 
wide range of ethnocultural backgrounds, professions and 
socio-economic levels, from various regions of the pro- 
vince, were appointed by Orders-in-Council. 


The Council has a mandate to review government policies 
and services and to offer guidance and criticism in the 
form of recommendations presented to Cabinet through 
the Ministry of Culture and Recreation. In addition to sub- 
mitting recommendations the Council organizes regional 
and provincial meetings of community organizations as 
public forums, to register specific needs and concerns, and 
maintains close liaison with all Government ministries, 
boards, agencies and commissions with respect to the 
formulation and implementation of policies affecting the 
multicultural nature of Ontario. 


The main objectives of the Council are: 


1. To preserve the linguistic, cultural and religious heritage 
of all Ontarians. 


2. To share the richness and diversity of this heritage with 
the general community. 


3. TO encourage acceptance by the general community of 
the cultures of their neighbours. 


4. To combat all manifestations of hatred, racism, and 
prejudice. 


5. TO promote a Canadian citizenship which guarantees all 
citizens equality of opportunity for cultural preservation 
and development. 


The Council works through its Steering Committee and 
nine sub-committees, which deal with wide-ranging issues 
and concerns. The sub-committees are: 


— Citizenship Committee 

— Cultural Development Committee 

— Education Committee 

— Human Rights and Anti-defamation Committee 
— Cross-Cultural Relations Committee 

— Immigration and Refugees Committee 

— Media and Communications Committee 

— Social Development Committee 

— Intergovernmental Affairs Committee 


Following the appointment of the new Council, a two-day 
Briefing and Orientation meeting of the full Council was 
held on February 23 and 24, 1980. This comprehensive 
briefing afforded members an opportunity to familiarize 
themselves with the mandate, work, and objectives of the 
Council, and to meet the new Chairman and each other. 
Members learned about the programs and services of the 
key Ministries dealing with socio-cultural concerns. 


The Council was honoured to have the following Cabinet 
Ministers address the participants: The Honourable 
Reuben Baetz, Minister of Culture and Recreation; the 
Honourable Larry Grossman, Minister of Industry and 
Tourism; the Honourable Bette Stephenson, Minister of 
Education; the Honourable Tom Wells, Minister of Inter- 
governmental Affairs. 


Participating as speakers from the Ministry of Culture and 
Recreation were: the late Robert McPhee, former Executive 
Director, Citizenship Division; Ms. Whipple E. Steinkrauss, 
Director, Citizenship Services Division; Ms. K. Eastham, 
Director, Newcomer Services Branch; Mr. M. Diakowsky, 
Program Analyst. From the Ministry of Community and 
Social Services the speakers were Mr. David Rudan, Man- 
ager, Communications Branch and Mr. Paul Siemens, 
Manager Program Policy. Other speakers addressing the 
Council were Mr. Gary Posen, Director, Federal-Provincial 
and Intergovernmental Affairs Secretariat; Dr. Mavis Burke, 
Education Officer, Ministry of Education; Ms. J. Grayson, 
Community Outreach Unit, Women’s Bureau. Speakers 
from agencies and commissions included Dr. Jim Parr, 
Chairman, Ontario Educational Communications Author- 
ity, Ms. Naomi Lightbourn, Community Arts Development 
Officer, Ontario Arts Council and Dr. B. Ubale, Race Rela- 
tions Commissioner, Ontario Human Rights Commission. 


In addition to the speakers at the Briefing and Orientation 
meeting, the following guests were present: Dr. D. T. 
Wright, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Culture and Recrea- 
tion; Mr. Lawrence Crawford, Senior Consultant, Gerontol- 
ogy, Ministry of Community and Social Services; Mr. Terry 
Mokriy, Provincial Chairman, Canadian Consultative 
Council on Multiculturalism; Dr. Freda Hawkins, Professor 
of Political Science, University of Toronto. 


At this Council meeting, recommendations were passed on 
matters of immediate importance and urgency and were 
submitted to the government through the Honourable 
Reuben Baetz. The recommendations were as follows: 


17. In view of the distressing position of the refugees from 
Afghanistan in Pakistan, some 500,000, we urge the 
Government of Ontario to establish immediate aid and 
relief to alleviate suffering and hardship experienced by 
these refugees, particularly in these winter months and 
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that funding be administered by the International Red 
Cross or any other appropriate United Nations’ 
agencies. 


. The Ontario Human Rights Commission immediately 


issue a statement about their opinion of W5 program 
(Campus Giveaway) related to the Chinese Canadians. 
In view of the fact that Mr. Gordon Fairweather, Chair- 
man of the Federal Human Rights Commission has 
already issued a very strong statement, we fail to under- 
stand the silence of the Ontario Human Rights 
Commission. 


. Words of thanks be expressed to the Government of 


Ontario on behalf of the Advisory Council for their policy 
commitment and program support of multiculturalism as 
a living reality in the Province and their contribution 
through continued efforts and leadership to guarantee 

to all citizens an equal protection of the diverse cultures, 
their retention and future growth. 


. The Advisory Council communicate its deep concern 


and strong objection to the Couchiching Institute on 
Public Affairs for sponsoring its February 22-23, 1980 
Annual Conference, focusing on the problems of immi- 
gration entitled “Immigration — Backlash or Indigestion’ 
from an obviously slanted and negative perspective and 
providing a public platform for propagators of racist 
views. 


’ 


. The Ontario government take note of this year’s celebra- 


tion of the Fourteenth Centennial of Islam and acknowl- 
edge this event in this year’s Throne Speech as well as 
by a formal reception with Islamic religious leaders and 
representatives of Ontario's Moslem community, hosted 
by the Lieutenant Governor, thus recognizing the com- 
munity’s contributions in the life of this province and the 
mutual sharing of our diverse cultural and religious her- 
itage in a spirit of understanding, respect and accept- 
ance of one another. 


. The advisory Council inform the CRTC and the Federal 


Human Rights Commission that we condemn CTV's 
“W5” program entitled “Campus Giveaway” and that this 
Council supports the offended in their steps to obtain 
redress for this affront and that this Council shall not 
ignore any future offending broadcasts. 


. The Advisory Council strongly endorses the Ontario 


Government's stand on the question of participation in 
the Olympic Games in Moscow. Canadian athletes 
should not participate in the Moscow Olympics as long 
as the U.S.S.R. continues its aggressive policies against 
other nations and continues to violate the international 
agreements as is evidenced by the present Soviet occu- 
pation of Afghanistan. The Council urges the Ontario 
Government to make its views known on this issue to the 
Federal Government, other provincial governments, and 
other appropriate bodies, such as the Canadian Sporting 
Federation and the Canadian Olympic Committee. 


On June 3, 1980, as a result of the Recommendations, the 
government of Ontario, through the Minister of Culture and 
Recreation, the Honourable Reuben Baetz, jointly sup- 
ported by both sides of the legis/ature, officially recognized 
the Fourteenth Centennial of Islam. A formal reception for 
lslamic religious leaders and representatives of Ontario's 
Muslim community was held at Queen’s Park. The 
Government of Ontario, in accordance with the Council's 
resolution, granted $100,000 in relief assistance to the 
Afghanistan refugees. 


The Ontario Human Rights Commission, acting on the 
Council's recommendation, and the Chairman’s earlier 
initiatives, brought about a mutually satisfactory solution 
to the problem raised by a W5 television program which 
reflected unfavourably — and without the slightest justifi- 
cation — on the Chinese community. 


The Government of Ontario’s firm stand on the boycott of 
the Moscow Olympics, reflecting a recommendation of the 
Council and wide public support of Canadians generally, 
was a major factor leading to the Federal Government's 
decision that Canada would join other nations in the inter- 
national boycott of the 1980 Olympics. 


” 
Semi-Annual Council Meeting 
of June 20-21, 1980 


Following the Briefing and Orientation Meeting of the newly 
appointed Council on February 23-24, 1980, the Semi- 
‘Annual Meeting of the Council was held on June 20 and 
21, with the primary purpose of processing the nine com- 
‘mittees’ draft recommendations for Council approval, and 
‘submission to the Ontario Government. 





Atthe morning plenary session on June 20, the Honourable 
Reuben Baetz addressed the Council on behalf of the 
Government of Ontario. In his remarks the Minister reiter- 
ated the government's commitment to multiculturalism, 
within the framework of full and equal citizenship. 


A unique feature of the meeting was the Public Forum and 
luncheon on June 20. Following a brief official address to 
the Council and approximately 100 representatives of var- 
jous community organizations, the Honourable William G. 
Davis, Premier of Ontario, put aside his prepared address 
‘in favour of an informal question-and-answer format. The 
‘meeting was characterised by a sincere and warm exchange 
of personal views and a number of official policy state- 
ments on a variety cf topics raised by the participants. 


The Premier's informal remarks set the tone for the subse- 
quent Public Forum, during which the Chairmen of the nine 
Council committees described their aims, special concerns 
and the focus of their proposed recommendations. A 
number of questions and suggestions from the invited 
community representatives were noted for future study and 
possible recommendations by the Council. 


Present at the Luncheon and Public Forum were the 
following guests and community representatives: 


Hon. William G. Davis 
Hon. Reuben Baetz 


Dr. Douglas Wright 
Mr. Robert Cook 
Steve Papadopoulos 
Mrs. Marvi Ricker 
Mrs. Laurene Scott 
Orest Rudzik 


Alexander Budrevics 


Bromley Armstrong 
Sam Brownstone 
Ms. Shirley Hoy 
lfor G. Pugh 

Mrs. Carol Tator 
Gordon Kaufman 
Dr. W. Head 

Mrs. P. Stennett 


Prof. G. Bancroft 


Mrs. Douglas Jennings 


Wah Chung 


Mrs. Carol Berry 


H. Weisbach 


W. Allison 


Khank LeKim 


Rev. Martin Intscher 


Premier, Province of Ontario 


Minister, Ministry of Culture & 
Recreation 


Deputy Minister, Ministry of 
Culture & Recreation 


Liaison Officer, Office of the 
Premier 


President, Pan Macedonian 
Association 


Co-ordinator, University of 
Toronto 


President, Guelph & District 
Multicultural Centre 


President, Ukrainian Cndn. 
Comm. Tor. Branch 


President, Latvian Business & 
Professional Men’s 
Association 


Commissioner, Ont. Ministry 
of Labour 


Director, Hamilton Jewish 
Community Centre 


President, St. Stephens 
Community House 


President, Ont. Gymanfa Ganu 
Association 


President, Urban Alliance on 
Race Relations 


Exec. Dir., Jewish Immigrant 
Aid Services 


President, National Biack 
Coalition of Canada 


President, Caribbean Cultural 
Organization 


Staff, University of Toronto 


President, Canadian Scene 
News Service 


Vice-Pres., Sudbury Regional 
Multicultural Centre 


Liaison Officer, Malton 
Community Council 


President, Central Organiza- 
tion of Sudeten German Clubs 
in Canada 


Chairman, Oakville Multicultu- 
ral Council 


Secy. Gen’l., Vietnamese- 
Buddhist Assoc. of Toronto 


President, Alliance of Transyl- 
vanian Saxons in Canada 
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Tom O'Leary 
Sanatan Mahanto 
Mrs. A. D. Christmas 
H. P. “Bing” Kelly 
Yaman Uzumeri 

A. Ralph de Luca 
Mrs. D. Donovan 

L. Ronson 


Mrs. R. Inouye 


Ms. Beth Tellaeche 


Paul Ariemma 


Mrs. Mary Mocsan 


Mrs. W. H. Stanley 


B. Cortes Lagac 


D. Banting 

Dr. Riaz Nizami 

Mel Thompson 
Helge Petersen 

Mr. W. Gertler 

Mr. Manuel Lourenco 
Mr. George Balla 

Mr. Syed Uddin 


Mr. K. Stohandel 
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Program Director, Canadian 
Council of Christians and 
Jews 


President, Utkal Samaj 


Secretary, Imperial Order 
Daughters of the Empire 


1st V.P., St. George’s Benevo- 
lent Society of Hamilton 


President, Turkish Culture & 
Folklore Society of Canada 


President, Dante Alighieri 
Society 


Chairman, National Interfaith 
Immigration Committee 


President, B’nai B'rith 
(National) District 


President, Japanese Canadian 
Citizen’s Association — 
Toronto Chapter 


Community Liaison, Cross 
Cultural Learner Centre 


Exec. Dir., Italian Canadian 
Benevolent Corporation 


Representative, Welland Herit- 
age Council and Multicultural 
Centre 


Representative, North Bay 
Theatre & Arts Community 
Centre 


President, United Council of 
Philipino Associations in 
Canada 


Representative, Hamilton Folk 
Arts Council 


President, Islamic Medical 
Association 


President, Jamaican Canadian 
Association 


President, North Bay & District 
Multicultural Society 


President, Canadian Polish 
Congress 


President, First Portuguese 
Canadian Club 


President, Kingston & District 
Folk Arts Council 


Secy. Gen’l., Federation of 
Pakistani Canadians 


President, Canadian Ethnic 
Scouts Conference 


Mr. Mervyn Jobity 


Miss Rosanna Scotti 


Mr. David Hassan 
Mr. A. M. Speciale 
Mr. Eric Nagelis 
Mrs. Suhasni Shah 


Mr. Henry Szymanski 


Mr. F. Alvis 
Mr. Abdel Kerim Reis 


Mr. Shakil Khan 


Mr. Leslie Endes 

Mr. George Sikich 
Mr. R. Mark 

Mr. K. Sayeeduddin 
Mr. L. Fil 

Mr. Myron Barabash 
Mr. Gurdev Grewal 


Mrs. T. Trauv-Werner 


Ms: Alicia Diaz 


Mrs. K. Spaans 


Mr. Vince Bucci 


Mr. Memedali Mamudi 


Mr. Willie Cheng 


President, Hamilton and Dis- 
trict Multicultural Council 


Co-ordinator, Canadian Multi- 
cultural Relations of Metro 
Toronto 


Chairman, Peel Multicultural 
Council 


Representative, Canadian Ital- 
ian Business and Professional 
Men’s Association 


President, Latvian House 


President, India-Canada 
Association 


President, Canadian Polish 
Congress — Toronto 
District 


Vice-Pres., Canada Sri Lanka 
Association 


President, Croatian Islamic 
Centre 


President, Multicultural Coun- 
cil of Windsor and Essex 
County 


President, Hungarian 
Canadian Cultural Centre 


Representative, United Croats 
of Canada 


Representative, Grenada 
Association 


President, Islamic Propagation 
Centre 


President, Ukrainian National 
Federation of Canada 


President, Ukrainian Cultural 
Centre 


Representative, Sikh Society 
and Educational Society 


President, Latin American 
Community Centre of 
Toronto 


Representative, Latin Ameri- 
can Community Centre of 
Toronto 


President, Dutch Canadian 
Association of Greater 
Toronto 


Representative, International 
Villages Festival 
Committee 


Representative, Albanian 
Bashquimi Demokrat 
Shgiptar 


President, The Chinese . 
Community Centre of Ontario 


‘Dr. Laureano Leone 


Mr. W. Krajewski 


Mr. A. Dharmalinam 


Mr. L. Polymenakos 


Mr. Bert Kivimaki 


Rev. Udo Petersoo 


‘Mr. Ross Elcombe 


Mr. Dermont Gilderdale 


Ms. Sheila Mankovsky 


Dr. J. Skvorecky 


re S. F. Liu 


Mr. Masood Chowdhry 


Mr. A Delfino 


Mr. J. R. Simanavicius 


Mr. Peter Cicchi 


Mr. Alex Chumak 
Mr. B. A. Mykytiuk 


Mr. Mel Lafountaine 


‘Mrs. Valve Andre 


Mr. S. Marodetsky 


Ms. Sylvia McPhee 


Mr. Joe Serge 


President, National Council of 
Ethnocultural 
Organizations 


Representative, Polish Alliance 
of Canada 


President, Indian Immigrant 
Aid Services 


President, Greek Community 
of Metro Toronto 


President, Finnish Canadian 
Cultural Federation 


President, Estonian Central 
Council in Canada 


Accounts Supervisor, Foster 
Advertising Ltd. 


Media Mgr., Foster Advertising 
Ltd. 


Representative, Italian 
Canadian Women’s Association 


Representative, Czechoslova- 
kian National Assoc. of 
Canada 


President, Mo Sheong 
Foundation 


Representative, Islamic Centre 
of Toronto 


President, National Congress 
of Italian Canadians —Toronto 
Branch 


President, Lithuanian 
Canadian Community 


Representative, Canadian 
Consultative Council on 
Multiculturalism 


Trustee, Board of Education 


President, Canadian Ukrainian 
Immigration Aid Society 


Liaison Officer, Toronto Board 
of Education 


President, Tagore Lectureship 
Foundation 


Representative, Wagman 
Centre Sr. Club of Immigrants 
from the Soviet Union 


President, Clans & Scottish 
Societies of Canada 


Editorial Department, Toronto 
Star Newspaper 


At the afternoon Plenary Session a motion was made for a 
change in the name of the Advisory Council to “The 
Ontario Advisory Council on Multiculturalism”, dropping 
the word “Citizenship”. After extensive debate, the motion 
was defeated by a substantial majority, in favour of retain- 
ing the present name of the Council. 


At the Plenary Session on June 21, a total of 54 recom- 
mendations, made by the nine committees, were adopted 
and subsequently forwarded by the Council to the 
Government of Ontario. 


During the day Council members had an opportunity to 
acquaint themselves with the activities of the Ontario 
Multicultural History Society, whose Executive Director, 
Professor Robert Harney, was the guest speaker at the 
luncheon. 
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Semi-Annual Council Meeting 
November 29, 1980 
Queen’s Park, Toronto 


At the second Semi-Annual Meeting on November 29, 1980, 
the Council received from the Government of Ontario, for 
the first time in its history, a full response to all the fifty- 
four Recommendations submitted in June, 1980. 


At the Opening Plenary Session the Council's Chairman 
reported on highlights of the Council’s activities since the 
June Semi-Annual Meeting. These included: 


e At the Council's initiative, the first historic meeting in 
July 1980 of the representatives of advisory councils 
from seven provinces and the Canadian Consultative 
Council on Multiculturalism (CCCM) was held in 
Ottawa. A strategy to deal with the Constitutional debate 
was collectively adopted and an agreement was reached 
on a wide framework of future co-operation and liaison. 


e The Council prepared a brief fora delegation of ten ethno- 
cultural communities on “The Accreditation of Heritage 
Languages” being taught in their respective community 
schools and paid for by the communities. The Council 
Chairman arranged a meeting between the delegation 
and the Minister of Education. 


e The Council assisted the Ministry of Culture and Recrea- 
tion in the compilation of a directory of 2,600 ethnocul- 
tural organizations in Ontario. 


e The Chairman was one of the sixteen-man delegation 
from Ontario to the September 1980 Constitutional Con- 
ference in Ottawa. 


@ The Chairman was a member of a panel, with Julius 
Hayman, member of the Council's Media and Communi- 
cations Committee, at the Communicators Conference 
in Peterborough in September, 1980. The conference 
was attended by communications officers of all the 
Ministries of the Government of Ontario. 


® The public release of the “Task Force Report on Immi- 
grant Women”. 


e The Chairman's participation at a successful conference 
in Edmonton of the Alberta Cultural Heritage Council in 
November, 1980. Media and Broadcasting was the central 
theme of the conference. 


e The Council forwarded a list of 300 ethnic arts arganiza- 
tions to the Ontario Arts Council. Those listed would, for 
the first time, receive the Arts Council’s Annual Report 
and other mailings. 


In the report of the Executive Officer, Mrs. D’Souza noted 
triat administratively the major problem the Council faced 
was budgetary. The operational budget approved for the 
Council for the fiscal year 1980-81 was $81,200, which was 
significantly lower than the Council's request of $146,900. 
Following some strong representations by the Chairman, 
the Ministry reviewed the Council’s allocation and finally 
agreed to increase the operational budget to $100,400. 


The Executive Officer reviewed some of the projected expen- 
ditures to the end of the fiscal year and outlined areas of 
significant expenditures. 


A report of the Council's Public Relations Officer, Orest 
Kowalsky, highlighted two areas: Council publications and 
Council press releases. In the report it was noted that the 
Council's first pamphlet was in the final stages of prepara- 
tion and that “Multiviews”, the Council’s newsletter, would 
appear in a new format. Press releases will continue to be 
issued on specific matters when appropriate. 
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At the conclusion of the Opening Plenary Session, the 
Council adjourned for separate committee meetings to 
study the Government’s response to the June Recommen- 
dations and to process any recommendations to be pre- 
sented at the Main Plenary Session later that afternoon. 


At the luncheon for the Council members Dr. George Ban- 
croft, Executive Director, Citizenship Division, Ministry of 
Culture and Recreation, was the guest speaker. Dr. Ban- 
croft touched on several topics including the Government's 
and his perceptions of the Council, its work, and multicul- 
turalism generally. At the luncheon Mr. Simon Oosterhuis, 
representing Mr. Butch Smitheram, President, Affiliation of 
Multicultural Associations in British Columbia and Mr. Geoff 
Chambers, representing Mr. Eric Maldoff, President du 
Conseil des Minorités du Quebec, extended official greet- 
ings from the respective organizations. 


During the Main Plenary Session, fourteen new Recom- 
mendations from the Council were approved for submis- 
sion to the Government of Ontario. 


At the conclusion of the Council meeting a banquet dinner 
for the Council members and guests was held. The Honour- 
able Robert Welch, Q.C., Deputy Premier and Minister of 
Energy, was the guest of honour and keynote speaker. 
Greetings were presented by the Honourable Larry 
Grossman, Minister of Industry and Tourism; Mr. Michael 
Cassidy, Leader of the New Democratic Party; and Mr. 
Lubomyr Kwasnycia on behalf of the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion Party, Dr. Stewart Smith. Guests at the dinner included 
Mrs. Larry Grossman; Mr. Bob Cook, Special Assignments 
Officer, Premier's Office; Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Withrow, Direc- 
tor, Ontario Art Gallery; Dr. Jim Parr, Chairman, Ontario 
Educational Communications Authority and his wife, 
Carole Vaughan; Lynne Gordon, Chairperson, Ontario Sta- 
tus of Women Council; Mrs. Margaret Norquay, represent- 
ing Mr. C. R. Finley, President and General Manager 
CJRT-FM Inc.; Kay Eastham, Director, Newcomer Services 
Branch; Mr. Joe Forster, Communications Officer, Office of 
the Minister, Ministry of Culture and Recreation; Mr. and 
Mrs. M. Diakowsky, Division Program Analyst, Citizenship 
Division; Ms. Carmella Laurignavo, New Democratic Party; 
Mr. Harold Attin, Public Relations Officer, representing Mr. 
R. Cohen, Director, Communications Branch, Ministry of 
Culture and Recreation; Mr. and Mrs. Riten Ray, Citizen- 
ship Services Branch. 


The finale of the evening was provided by a dazzling per- 
formance of the Filipino Folklore Dance Troupe. 


Joint Meeting of Provincial and 
Federal Advisory Councils 
in Ottawa, July 3 and 4, 1980 


Mr. Yuri Shymko, Chairman, initiated and co-ordinated the 
first meeting ever held of seven provincial multicultural 
advisory councils and the Federal counterpart (the Cana- 
dian Consultative Council on Multiculturalism) in Ottawa. 


‘In attendance: 


Mr. Yuri Shymko, Chairman, Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism and Citizenship 


Mr. Laurence Decore, National Chairman, CCCM 
Mr. Maurice Arpin, Vice-President, CCCM 

Mr. George Grodecki, Vice-Chairman, CCCM 

Ms. Beth Bryant, Alberta Cultural Heritage Council 


Mr. John Saunders, Director, Cultural Development 
Branch, Department of Youth, Recreation and Cultural 
Resources, Government of New Brunswick 


Mr. Chuck Sutyla, Department of Culture and Youth, 
Province of Saskatchewan 


M. Jean Larue, Ministere de I’Immigration du Quebec 


Miss Whipple Steinkrauss, Director, Citizenship Devel- 
opment Branch, Ministry of Culture and Recreation 
Government of Ontario 


Ms. Kay Eastham, Director, Newcomer Services Branch, 
Ministry of Culture and Recreation, Government of 
Ontario 


Mrs. Astrid D’Souza, Executive Officer, Ontario Advisory 
Council on Multiculturalism and Citizenship, Govern- 
ment of Ontario 


Mr. H. A. Smitheram, President, Affiliation of Multicultur- 
al Societies of British Columbia 


Mr. Don Vinge, Chairman, Alberta Cultural Heritage 
Council 


Mr. Vipin Prasad, Chairman, Saskatchewan Multicultural 
Advisory Council 


Mr. Ron Cameron, Director, P.E.!. Multicultural Council 


Mr. Joseph Cipolla, President, Multicultural Association 
of Nova Scotia 


Mr. Henry Harvey, Chairman, Newfoundland Folk and 
Multicultural Council 


Prof. Bohdan Bociurkiw, Member of Ontario Advisory 
Council on Multiculturalism and Citizenship 


Mrs. Barbara Campbell, Executive Director, Multicultural 
Association of Nova Scotia 


Mr. Cecil Semchyshyn, Director, Culture Development 
Branch, Department of Cultural Affairs and Historical 
Resources, Government of Manitoba. 


As a result of this joint meeting, several resolutions were 
formulated. 


(1) Notation that multiculturalism policy is vague and 


confusing: That it is not a policy for everyone. 
Should there be a re-definition or a new thrust? 


With the lack of people representing backgrounds other 
than French and English on the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Commission, the Federal bureaucracy, government 
boards, Order of Canada, the word multiculturalism 
connotes the “other third” of the population and 
triggers a negative reaction. The suggestion was made 
that instead of multiculturalism the phrase cultural plu- 
ralism or cultural diversity be substituted. In addition, a 
comprehensive cultural policy should be defined to 
include all Canadians. The federal and provincial 
councils on multiculturalism should be involved in pro- 
viding input in the formulation of such a policy. 


One problem highlighted was the fact that affirmative 
action type of programs for ethnic minorities have been 
implemented under the same title as the policy. This 
has resulted in confusion to a number of groups, espe- 
cially Native and French, in identifying with the policy, 
which is viewed as a policy for the promotion of minor- 
ity cultures. 


It was pointed out that there would be some difficulty 
in dropping the word multiculturalism in favour of cul- 
tural pluralism or diversity because multiculturalism 
has developed a meaning of its own and has even ven- 
tured and been accepted beyond the Canadian sphere. 
In following the example of Canada, Australia and 
Europe are now using the word multiculturalism and its 
concept. The challenge would be to re-define the term 
so it becomes meaningful in the sense in which it was 
Originally used. Having established the fact that the 
problem is really of having linked the concept to a par- 
ticular government activity, it would be more advan- 
tageous to correct the situation by changing the prob- 
lem rather than the concept. 


(2) What action should be taken for the many cultures 


of Canada in a new constitution? 


Multiculturalism definitely needs a newly defined thrust 
and this should be covered in the preamble or in the 
body of the new Constitution (or in a statute like the 
Official Languages Act). One view expressed was that 
there should be a decentralization in the area of culture, 
thus giving the provinces primacy in the area of multi- 
culturalism. The link between bilingualism and multi- 
culturalism, as established by Parliament, could also be 
maintained in the new Constitution. 


A most important aspect in the wording of the new 
Constitution should be to ensure that no one feels 
deprived at the expense of someone else. The ideal 
would be for the body of the Constitution to guarantee 
basic rights that are consistent with the concept of 
cultural pluralism. 


As a priority, mechanisms have to be clearly defined as 
to what structure needs to be implemented within our 
provinces or within our country to ensure that the pol- 
icy statements that will be reflected in our constitution 
are carried out at whatever level is being dealt with. 
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(3) Concern on the structure of CCCM. Suggestion 


that appointments be by order-in-council rather 
than ministerial. 


A permanent relationship should be established between 
the CCCM and the provincial Advisory Councils. It was 
mentioned that members of provincial councils are 
appointed by Order-in-Council. It was suggested that 
the CCCM would be more effective if the appointments 
would be by Order-in-Council rather than ministerial 
appointments; however, legislation would be required 
to make Order-in-Council appointments to multicultur- 
al Councils. 


Confusion exists with the present structure of the 
CCCM, since it has provincial chairmen and the pro- 
vincial Advisory Councils also have Chairmen. It was 
suggested that the CCCM concentrate on its committee 
structures, which focus on specific areas of concern 
and have chairmen for these committees, rather than 
regional or provincial chairmen. The suggestion was 
put forward that the Council is too large and that it 
should be reduced to twenty-four. 


(4) How do we involve all cultural communities in a 


multicultural or a new cultural identity? 


One difficulty groups have experienced in Prince Edward 
Island is that they were told by the Secretary of State 
Department that if they receive funding under the mul- 
ticulturalism program, they cannot apply for funding 
under other programs. This creates a situation in which 
Acadian groups do not want to be involved in multicul- 
turalism. It was felt that the criteria needed to be clari- 
fied. Groups sometimes are instructed by government 
officials to modify their projects to meet the criteria. 


(5) Are the multiculturalism funding programs struc- 
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tured appropriately? Do they hurt or help the 
concept? 


One problem raised is the lack of statutory recognition 
of multiculturalism. There seems to be a continuous 
need for pressure from groups for the continuation of 
the policy or programs. There is an urgent need for 
security of government commitment. 


(6) Linkage. Communication between provincial and 


federal counterparts. Greater involvement. More 
dialogue. Each topic or area of concern should be 
deait with separately, for example, media, educa- 
tion, immigration, etc. 


The points of linkage were stated as follows: 


(A) To appoint liaison persons from the provincial 
councils to the CCCM and vice versa and provision for 
members of the provincial councils to attend certain 
meetings; 


(B) As soon as the procedure allows, that copies of all 
CCCM recommendations be forwarded to provincial 
councils, and in return, the provincial councils forward 
to the CCCM copies of their recommendations; 


(C) That there be an exchange of lists of members so 
that any publication or press release from provincial 
councils or the CCCM may be forwarded directly to 
each member; 


(D) That there be an exchange of lists of ethnocultural 
groups between the provincial councils and the Multi- 
culturalism Directorate. 


(E) That meetings such as the present one be held at 
least once a year. 





| 
Public Meetings in Windsor 
and Guelph 


The Chairman and members of the Council visited com- 
_munities outside of Toronto to hold public meetings and 
forums, in order to hear at first hand the views and con- 
| cerns of Ontarians. 


_and Anti-Defamation was held in Windsor. The Multicultur- 
al Council of Windsor and Essex County, in co-operation 
with the Human Rights Branch of the Ministry of Labour 
and the Field Services Branch of the Ministry of Culture 
and Recreation, sponsored the meeting. 


Although the main theme of the meeting was Human 
Rights and Anti-Defamation, several other areas of con- 
cern to the Council and the community were emphasized. 


The Chairman of the Council, Mr. Yuri Shymko, outlined 
the structure and work of the Council and its Committees. 


























Representing the Human Rights and Anti-Defamation 
Committee was its Chairman, Mrs. Jean Gammage; from 
the Intergovernmental Affairs Committee, Professor Bohdan 
Bociurkiw; from the Education Committee, Mr. Laas Leivat; 
from the Social Development Committee, Dr. Rudolf 
Helling. 


The keynote speaker at the meeting was Mr. Mervin Witter, 
Human Rights Officer, Ministry of Labour. Members of the 
Multicultural Council of Windsor and Essex and affiliated 

organizations participated at the meeting and two briefs 
were submitted by the participants to the Advisory 
Council. 


The Guelph and District Multicultural Centre were hosts at 
a joint meeting with the Advisory Council on November 26, 
1980 in Guelph. There was a sharing of mutual concerns 
and an extensive discussion of the work, activities and 
achievements of the two bodies. 


Participating in the meeting were Mr. Yuri Shymko, Chair- 
-man of the Advisory Council; Mrs. Tine Stewart, Chairman, 
Citizenship Committee; Mr. Julius Hayman, member, Media 
-and Communications Committee; Mr. Vahe Mardirosian, 

| Chairman, Immigration and Refugees Committee; Dr. 
Klaus Bongart, member, Steering Committee, responsible 
for Interprovincial Liaison. 





At the conclusion of the meeting, there was a question and 

answer session. Both the Council representatives and the 
participants from the community organizations felt that the 
meeting was successful in providing a forum for a frank 
and comprehensive exchange of information and for an in- 

depth discussion of mutual concerns. It was felt by both 
groups that the impact of the meeting would encourage 
future cooperation between regional communities and the 
Advisory Council. 


) ‘On May 23, 1980 a public meeting focusing on Human Rights 


Meeting of the Media and 
Communications Committee 
and the Ethnic Press 
Association 


The Media and Communications Committee co-ordinated 
a meeting on April 23, 1980 with twenty representatives of 
the Ethnic Press Association of Ontario. The meeting was 
held in the Macdonald Block at Queen’s Park. 


In his address to the editors and members of the Ethnic 
Press, Council Chairman Yuri Shymko congratulated the 
Ethnic Press on the contribution it is making to the retention 
of ethnocultural values and to the better understanding of 
the role of ethnocultural communities in the province. At 
the same time, he outlined some of the problems which 
cultural minorities could face in the difficult times which 
Canada will undergo in the coming years. 


Mr. Shymko foresaw an economic climate in which govern- 
ment support for the preservation of ethnocultural values 
could be sacrificed to what were perceived as more urgent 
needs. 


Another problem facing cultural communities, Mr. Shymko 
noted, would be generated by the emphasis which, in the 
years ahead, would be placed on constitutional reform and 
the permanent need of preserving Canadian unity. In a cli- 
mate in which the future of the nation is seen as being in 
jeopardy, there may well be a diminution of interest in the 
problems of ethnocultural groups other than the English 
and the French. A heavy responsibility rests on the ethnic 
media to ensure that in the consideration of vital Canadian 
problems — economic, social, and constitutional — the 
needs of the ethnocultural communities are not neglected. 


Mr. Shymko pointed out that the structure of the Ontario 
Advisory Council on Multiculturalism and Citizenship lends 
itself to a serious and constructive consideration of the 
needs of the various cultural communities, ensuring that 
no area of concern to the cultural life of minorities in 
Ontario is neglected. 


Following Mr. Shymko’s remarks, Rev. Benito Framarin, 
Chairman of the Committee, outlined the work of the Media 
and Communications Committee. 


Mr. Julius Hayman, member of the Steering Committee of 
the Council, urged the press to call upon its readers to set 
a high value on their own ethnocultural values and to share 
as much of them as possible with the general community. 
As a group, the ethnic press enjoyed a high readership and 
it could make a major contribution to the important task of 
developing a receptivity to other cultures. 


The meeting concluded with a question and answer session 
with representatives of the Ethnic Press. 
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Brief to the Federal Cultural 
Policy Review Committee 


The Federal Cultural Policy Review Committee has been 
established by the Government of Canada to examine cur- 
rent federal cultural policies and programs, to study present 
needs, to assess the opportunities which may present 
themselves and to recommend a course for the future. 
Briefs and submissions from interested Canadians were 
invited and a series of hearings are being held across the 
nation. 


The Council was deeply concerned about the apparent 
failure of the Federal Cultural Policy Review Committee to 
recognize the multicultural nature of Canada and its cultur- 
al diversity in its Discussion Guide. It had apparently over- 
looked the necessity of dealing with Canadian multicultur- 
alism and cultural diversity as a major element in the 
formulation of a comprehensive cultural policy for Canada. 


As aresult, a special committee was set up, headed by 
Professor Keith McLeod, and with Miss Joana Kuras, Mr. 
Andriy Bandera, Mr. Julius Hayman, Mr. George Burski, 
Professor Bohdan Bociurkiw and Professor Bernard 
Chandler as members. This Committee submitted a written 
brief and appeared at a public hearing of the Federal Cul- 
tural Policy Review Committee held in Toronto on June 
1st, 1981. The thrust of the Council’s brief was that multi- 
culturalism must be a basic element in the administrative, 
financial and program commitments in the formulation of 
Canada’s cultural policy. 
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Radio Program 


A regular series of multicultural programs on Radio Station 
CHIN was broadcast by the Council. The series, which was 
initiated by the Media and Communications Committee, 
highlighted various ethnocultural groups residing in Ontar- 
io. The topics were wide-ranging and included: entrench- 
ment of cultural and linguistic heritage rights in the Consti- 
tution; multiculturalism in general; the contributions of 
ethnocultural communities to the Canadian way of life and 
their continuing efforts to preserve and develop their own 
linguistic, cultural and religious values in a free and united 
Canada. 


Since one-third of the population of Ontario consists of 
residents of non-English and non-French backgrounds, the 
Council feels it important to provide forums at which ethno- 
cultural communities may discuss, in the “non-official” 
languages, issues which affect their particular needs and 
aspirations. 













Publications 


The “REPORT OF THE JOINT TASK FORCE ON IMMI- 


GRANT WOMEN” was released in September, 1980. At the 
initiation of the Ontario Advisory Council on Multicultural- 
ism and Citizenship, and in cooperation with the Ontario 
Advisory Council on the Status of Women and the Ontario 
Advisory Council on Senior Citizens, a Joint Task Force 


was set up in 1977. The purpose of this task force was to 


examine the services available to immigrant women and 
the conditions affecting them, and to make recommenda- 
tions on measures which might effect improvements. 


The report is based on the experiences of the three coun- 
cils, the results of questionnaires sent to relevant commu- 
nity agencies, interviews with individuals, public meetings 
with representatives of ethnic organizations, as well as 
information contained in 15 special reports, issued between 
1975 and 1979. 


For the first time in the history of the Advisory Council, a 

pamphlet was published, entitled “BU/LDING A BETTER 

FUTURE”. The pamphlet focuses on the Council, its man- 
date, work and objectives. 30,000 copies of the pamphlet 

were distributed to ethnocultural organizations, libraries, 

credit unions, interested groups and individuals. 


The Council's quarterly newsletter, MULTIVIEWS, con- 
tinued to be published in 1980 in a new format. MULTI- 
VIEWS shares information about activities, events, policies 
and programs relative to multiculturalism and citizenship. 
12,000 copies of MULTIVIEWS are printed quarterly and 
distributed to libraries, members of the Provincial Parlia- 
ment, ethnocultural organizations, multicultural centres, 
universities, provincial government ministries, provincial 
agencies, police forces and other interested groups and 
individuals. 


Recommendations of 
the Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism and Citizenship 


Citizenship Committee 


Areas of concern and focus of activities 


The Committee is concerned with the advancement of the 
concept of full and equal citizenship; promoting its acquisi- 
tion; encouraging responsible citizenship; promoting the 
role of the individual and equality in rights and responsi- 
bilities; government guarantees of full political, economic, 
social and cultural equality; opportunity; citizenship partici- 
pation; citizenship education classes; Elections Acts (fed- 
eral, provincial, and municipal) amendments; Native partici- 
pation in general community; reviewing multiple 
citizenship recognition; inequalities between “born” and 
“naturalized” citizens; international consular agreements; 
passports and travel; and provincial publicity campaigns 
through Government Information Communication 
Programme. 


Members 

Dr. K. Bongart 
Mr. E. Checkeris 
Mrs. B. Isserstedt 
Mr. P. Tokiwa 

Mr. R. Obonsawin 


Chairman 
Mrs. Tine Stewart 


Recommendations 


At the Semi-Annual Meeting of the full Council held on 
June 20 and 21, 1980, the following recommendations from 
the Citizenship Committee were approved for submission 
to the Government of Ontario. 


1. WHEREAS the Council believes that any immigrant who 
decides to become a Canadia citizen should renounce 
his previous citizenship, as was required prior to the 
interpretation of the “Red Paper” on the Canadian Citi- 
zenship Act of February 15, 1977, the Council recom- 
mends to the Government of Ontario 


That it urge the Government of Canada to return to the - 
Oath of Allegiance requiring an immigrant to renounce 
the citizenship of his or her country of origin on acquir- 
ing Canadian citizenship, and 


That it urge the Government of Canada to renegotiate 
all bilateral and multilateral Consular Agreements 
regarding dual citizenship, specifically its involuntary 
imposition and/or retention. 


2. WHEREAS Regulation 679 under the Police Act in Art. 
67a states that: 


No person shall be appointed to the Force unless he is a 
Canadian Citizen or a British subject, and 


WHEREAS British subjects, upon immigration to Can- 
ada, no longer have the many privileges they once had 
before the Citizenship Act of 1977 came into force, and 


WHEREAS there are many parts of the Commonwealth 
where the people are still regarded as British subjects, 

and where the laws, customs and culture differ consid- 
erably from Canadian laws and customs, 


19 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That it delete the words “or a British Subject” from 
Article 67a, Regulation 679 of the Police Act so it is 
amended to read “No person shall be appointed to the 
Force unless he is a Canadian Citizen”. 


The following recommendation from the Citizenship 
Committee was approved for submission to the Govern- 
ment of Ontario at the Semi-Annual Meeting of the full 
Council on November 29, 1980: 


1. WHEREAS there have been experiences of discrimina- 
tion against the practice of native religions in such areas 
as penal institutions, hospitals, schools and burial 
grounds, 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That it recognize the existence of traditional religions of 
Ontario’s native peoples and that it review relevant legis- 
lation such as the Religious Properties Act and the 
Cemetary Act to ensure this recognition. 


The Citizenship Committee held nine meetings during the 
year. 


Note: In November 1980, the Council had obtained a 
Government response to the Committee’s June 20- 
21, 1980 recommendations. Copies of the responses 
are available at the Council office. 


Cross Cultural Relations Committee 


Areas of concern and focus of activities 


The Cross Cultural Relations Committee is concerned with 
liaison with Natives and Francophones; visits to Native 
communities; the promotion of bilingual services; intercul- 
tural sharing and minority group studies; intercultural pub- 
lic meetings, forums and seminars; visits to community 
centres; local cultural exchanges; liaison with regional 
community festivals and local intercultural councils; inter- 
group and race relations; multicultural centres; the Multi- 
cultural Theatre Association and the Ontario Multicultural 
History Society; multicultural displays at the Royal Ontario 
Museum and the Ontario Science Centre. 


Members 

Mr. S. Akhtar 

Dr. R. Potvin 

Mr. M. Qaadri 
Bishop A. Brown 
Rev. J. Zivku 


Chairman 
Dr. George Woo 


Recommendations 


At the Semi-Annual Meeting of the full Council held on 
June 20 and 21, 1980, the following recommendations from 
the Cross Cultural Committee were approved for submis- 
sion to the Government of Ontario: 


1. WHEREAS the Ontario Government's policy on multi- 
culturalism states unequivocally that all citizens of 
Ontario should have access to equal opportunity 
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regardless of race, colour, creed and country of origin, 
and 


WHEREAS research studies have indicated that discrim- 
ination in the field of employment is preventing job 
opportunities from being accessible to certain segments 
of our population, and the Government of Ontario still 
remains relatively impenetrable to minority groups, and 


WHEREAS each Ministry in the Ontario Government 
has established a Women’s Advisor and a Francophone 
Co-ordinator, 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That a Multicultural Advisor be appointed to each Minis- 
try of the Ontario Government whose function would be 
similar to that of a Women’s Aavisor or Francophone 
Co-ordinator. 


2. WHEREAS in view of the present situation governing 


race and intergroup relations, there is a need to pro- 

mote citizen coalitions aimed at improving inter-racial 
and inter-cultural harmony at the community level of 
social interaction, and 


WHEREAS these coalitions have proved to be essential 
in promoting the concept of good citizenship in com- 
munities which are multicultural and multiracial, and 


WHEREAS coalitions such as the Urban Alliance for 
Race Relations, the Riverdale Intercultural Council and 
the Parkdale Intercultural Council, among others, are 
already in existence in Toronto, 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That the promotion and formation of citizen councils 
aimed at improving inter-racial and inter-cultural har- 
mony and understanding be encouraged. 


3. WHEREAS knowledge and awareness of one another 
through personal acquaintance is the basis for mutual 
understanding and acceptance among individuals and 
groups while ignorance breeds fears, suspicions and 
bigotry, and 


WHEREAS a number of organizations such as the Can- 
adian Council of Christians and Jews have pioneered 
successful programs of exchange between individuals 
and families by bringing people together through shar- 
ing of common bonds of humanity across cultural and 
religious lines, and 


WHEREAS this Council supports new initiatives to fos- 
ter viable programs of exchange between families and 
individuals of different origins and from different 
regions of our Province and Country in order to create 
better understanding between peoples and races in 
building a harmonious community, 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That programs of exchange, concepts of “family meet- 
ing family” and such projects as “Getting To Know You” 
being promoted by different ethnocultural communities 
in Ontario be encouraged by adequate funding. 


The Cross Cultural Committee held seven meetings during 
the year. 


Note: In November 1980, the Council had obtained a 
Government response to the Committee’s June 
20-21, 1980 recommendations. Copies of the 
response are available at the Council office. 











Cultural Development Committee 


Areas of concern and focus of activities 


The Committee is concerned with the promotion of the 
“cultural” community concept of ethnic minorities; cultural 
heritage and language retention; property tax exemption 
for cultural centres; operational and capital funding; Ontar- 
io Arts Council funding directly to minority arts groups; 
Wintario grants; programming and exhibits at the Art 
Gallery of Ontario; support for third language instruction 
in community-run schools; review of Ontario Arts Council 
and Canada Council funding of performing arts groups; 
liaison with Ontario cultural centres and co-operation with 
Field Services Branches of the Ministry of Culture and 
Recreation; and minorities’ access to Regional Arts 
Councils. 


Members 

Mr. K. Bequiri 

Mr. M. Mehes 
Mrs. M. Milne 
Mrs. R. Shortreed 
Dr. T. Whang 


Chairman 
Mr. George Burski 


Recommendations 


At the Semi-Annual Meeting of the full Council held on 
June 20 and 21, 1980, the following recommendations from 
the Cultural Development Committee were approved for 
submission to the Government of Ontario: 


1. That the Government of Ontario publicly clarify its pol- 
icy and funding criteria for cultural creativity as defined 
by fine arts and popular arts. 


2. That the Government of Ontario issue a definitive 
statement on the status of the French language and on 
languages other than English and French. 


3. That equitable government support be made available 
to all cultural groups, especially those in rural areas 
and smaller communities, to avoid the problem of 
regional disparity in cultural development, particularly 
between Northern and Southern Ontario. 


4. That cultural development utilize all community 
resources, in particular the involvement of senior citi- 
zens and youth. 


5. That the Government of Ontario study the feasibility of 
extending Property Tax Exemptions to community cul- 
tural centres. 


6. That the field offices of the Ministry of Culture and 
Recreation, as well as the Ontario Arts Council, should 
try to reach small rural communities, inform them 
about grant possibilities, organize information seminars 
for these communities, and involve them in general 
multicultural activities and ensure the equitable distri- 
bution of grants. 


The Cultural Development Committee held five meetings 
during the year. 


Note: In November 1980, the Council had obtained a 
Government response to the Committee’s June 
20-21, 1980 recommendations. Copies of these 


responses are available at the Council office. 


Education Committee 


Areas of concern and focus of activities 


The Education Committee is concerned with the accredita- 
tion of third language courses in schools of cultural com- 
munities; the Heritage Language Programme; academic 
research on non-official Language minorities; programmes 
through continuing adult education; community colleges; 
apprenticeship training; teacher training; text books, librar- 
ies and other sources; the promotion of cultural school 
activities; opera and ballet tours to schools and communi- 
ties; professional development; liaison with school boards; 
student violence; educational standards and policy 
reviews. 


Members 

Mr. A Bernadine 
Dr. B. Chandler 
Miss R. Cox 
Mrs. T. Kahara 
Miss H. Notte 
Dr. J. Singh 
Prof. K. McLeod 
Mr. E. Checkeris 


Chairman 
Professor 
Jamshed Mavalwala 


Recommendations 


At the Semi-Annual Meeting of the full Council held on 
June 20 and 21, 1980, the following recommendations from 
the Education Committee were approved for submission to 
the Government of Ontario: 


1. WHEREAS the Council commends the Government of 
Ontario for its perceptive education policy, that enhan- 
ces the philosophy of multiculturalism for all the peo- 
ples of Ontario, 


The Council recommends to the Government of 
Ontario 


That the publicly funded schools of the Province of 
Ontario reflect the culture and heritage of all the peo- 
ples of Ontario in the entire gamut of the curriculum 
from Kindergarten to grade 13. 


2. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That it urge the Boards of Education to abide by the 
Education Act of 1974, Section 147, item 7; which 
states: “provide instruction in courses of study that 
are prescribed or approved by the Minister, developed 
from curriculum guidelines issued by the Minister or 
approved by the board where the Minister permits the 
board to approve the courses of study.” 


3. That it urge the Boards of Education to take cogni- 
zance of Circular H.S. 1, 1979-1981, item 13, period 3, 
(page 21) which relates how a Board of Education may 
give credits for language courses. 
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The Circular states, in part, “the principals of schools 
for which the course is approved must assume supervi- 
sory responsibility even when all, or a significant por- 
tion, of the course is conducted at some location other 
than the school premises and instruction is given by 
persons who are not on the teaching staff of the 
school.” (The Council wishes to make it clear that in all 
cases the courses must conform to the terms outlined 
for credits in H.S. 1) 


_ The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That the Ministry of Education support and encourage 
the preparation of suitable materials to enhance the 
teaching of Heritage Language Programmes, and 
approve such materials. 


_ The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That consideration be given to situations created when 
Boards of Education refuse to introduce the Heritage 
Language Programmes, and other similar programmes 
such as the Black Heritage Programme, especially in 
those cases where there is a sufficient number of stu- 
dents to justify the introduction of a Heritage Language 
Programme. Under these latter circumstances the Min- 
istry of Education should have the authority to 
intervene. 


. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That the Ministry of Education encourage Boards to 
make mutual agreements in cases where a child must 
cross Board boundaries in order to join a Heritage 
Language Programme. 


. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That the present freedom of choice be continued at 
Grade 9 level in the High Schools so that the students 
may begin, or continue, the study of third languages. 


. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That the Ministry of Education study the effect of the 
Heritage Language Programmes on the teaching of 
relevant languages at the high school level. 


. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That a Committee be appointed by the Ministry of Edu- 
cation to bring up to date the guidelines for third lan- 
guage instruction in the secondary schools. 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That consultants with a knowledge of third languages 
offered in Secondary Schools be appointed by the Min- 
istry of Education, or alternatively that consultation 
work be contracted out to experienced experts in the 
area of third language instruction. 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That the Public Libraries of Ontario be encouraged to 
enhance the collection of books in the French lan- 
guage to keep pace with the growing popularity of 
French immersion programmes in Ontario schools. 


WHEREAS it is our belief that the work of the Multicul- 
tural History Society of Ontario contributes significantly 
to inter-group understanding and ethnocultural learn- 
ing in the Province, 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That it provide an endowment grant to the Society in 
the amount of $3,000,000 so that the annual interest on 
such a grant will be sufficient for the Society to con- 
tinue its programmes and fulfill its objectives without 
further government funding, and 


That the Multicultural History Society of Ontario be 
asked to submit a copy of its Annual Report each year 
to the Advisory Council on Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship. 


13. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That the Ministry of Education set up a Committee or 
Liaison with the representatives of major religions in 
Ontario in order to enhance the quality of the teaching 
about world religions in our schools. 


The following recommendations from the Education 
Committee were approved for submission to the Govern- 
ment of Ontario at the Semi-Annual Meeting of the full 
Council on November 29, 1980: 


1. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That it assist and support the Fourth Conference on 
Multiculturalism and Education to be held in November 
1981 in Winnipeg and to specifically assist and support 
the Ontario Ad Hoc Sub-Committee of the Planning 
Committee. 


2. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That it continue to support the Heritage Language Pro- 
grammes and examine ways of further improving these 
programmes and work towards the long-range goal of 
integrating these programmes into the regular school 
day wherever feasible and where it is requested by the 
local community. 


3. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That public libraries be assisted in their role as partici- 
pants in establishing positive attitudes towards our 
multicultural society by providing them with funding 
for appropriate reading materia!s, audio-visual mate- 
rials and community information and outreach 
programmes. 


The Education Committee held six meetings during the 
year. 


Note: In November 1980, the Council had obtained a 
Government response to the Committee’s June 20- 
21, 1980 recommendations. Copies of the 
responses are available at the Council office. 


Human Rights 
and Anti-Defamation Committee 


Areas of concern and focus of activities 


The Human Rights and Anti-Defamation Committee is 
concerned with individual and group discrimination; the 
Human Rights Code; the Ontario Human Rights Commis- 
sion; discrimination in employment, housing, public 
accommodation and services; professions and labour 
standards; hate messages and literature; racism and bigo- 
try; the Criminal Code; the law, courts, and the police; 
police-community liaison groups; and legal aid services. 


Members 

Miss G. Beaucage 
Prof. B. Bociurkiw 
Mr. G. Cortes 

Mr. L. Leivat 

Mr. J. Miloyevich 


Chairman 
Mrs. Jean Gammage 


Recommendations 


At the Semi-Annual Meeting of the full Council held on 
June 20 and 21, 1980, the following recommendations from 
the Human Rights and Anti-defamation Committee were 
approved for submission to the Government of Ontario: 


1. The Council informs the Government of Ontario 


That the Council fully supports and recommends arti- 
cles numbers 79 to 87 of the report “Life Together” and 
also recommends that these articles be brought forward 
again for immediate action. 


2. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That article number 80 of the report “Life Together” be 
amended to include the following: that the Government 
of Ontario introduce legislation to ensure that in new 
residential developments of multiple housing, an 
appropriate percentage of the total number of units 
provided be designed for, and made available to, the 
physically disabled. This should be a condition for the 
issuance of a building permit. 


3. WHEREAS, considering that according to statistics the 
Senior Citizens population of Canada will reach the 
13% level by the year 2000 and 20% by the year 2031. 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That it appoint a task force to investigate the accom- 
modation needs of Senior Citizens in the Province of 
Ontario, and 


That the task force should also investigate current Pro- 
vincial and Federal programs to determine their effi- 
ciency in dealing with the present situation and future- 
demand, and 


That the task force be comprised jointly of private citi- 
zens and government representatives. 


4. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That funds be made available through grants to provin- 
cial agencies to review the existing facilities, including 
design and construction standards, regarding the build- 
ings for senior citizens and the physically disabled to 
ensure that they adequately meet users’ needs. 


5. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That it urge the Government of Canada and the Ontar- 
io Ministry of Housing that housing units for natives in 
reserves be upgraded in order to ensure standards that 
are comparable to conventional housing throughout 
the country, and 
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That the Investigating Task Force be comprised of 
qualified private citizens, including native citizens, 
rather than exclusive government representatives. 


. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That the Council supports Recommendations 15 and 16 
in “Life Together” which deal with the autonomy and 
freedom of the Ontario Human Rights Commission 
from government interference (p. 94). 


. WHEREAS the Council welcomes the new measures 


announced by the Minister of Labour, Honourable 
Robert G. Elgie, designed to combat racism in Ontario 
through the establishment, within the Ontario Human 
Rights Commission, of a special Race Relations Divi- 
sion under a Race Relations Commissioner, and the 
formation of a Cabinet Committee on Race Relations, 
and 


WHEREAS the Council fully endorses and supports the 
proposed new Ontario Human Rights Code drafted by 
the Ontario Human Rights Commission and contained 
in its 1977 Report Life Together 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That in order to strengthen some of the proposed Code 
provisions, the following sentence be added at the end 

of Article 9, Section 2, namely: “No person or group of 

persons may disseminate hate messages by any means 
of public communication’, and 


That maximum penalties for the contravention of the 
Code under Article 22 be increased to $3,000 for indi- 
viduals (Section 1); and to $25,000 for organizations or 
institutions (Section 2); and 


That a new Section 3 be added under the same Article 
22, reading; “If an organization formed for the purposes 
of fostering discrimination or race hatred, to a fine of 
not more than $50,000.” 


. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That additional resources be made available by the 
Provincial Government to the Ontario Human Rights 
Commission to enable it to expedite cases brought 
before the Commission more quickly as well as to deal 
with the large backlog of cases presently on its file. 


. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That the Ontario Human Rights Code, as well as the 
pamphlets on Human Rights and Employment, be pub- 
lished as soon as possible in the languages of ethno- 
cultural groups exposed to discrimination and racist 
hate propaganda, so that they be made aware of their 
rights and of the remedies available to them. 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That it invest more efforts into positive, preventive 
measures against racial discrimination and racist pro- 
paganda, through educational programs on human 
rights, multiculturalism, and race relations, with special 
emphasis on socialization of children and youth in the 
spirit of respect for human rights, appreciation of cultur- 
al pluralism in our society and a sense of fellowship 
with Canadians of other racial and ethnic origins, and 
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That it urge the Government of Canada and municipal 
governments, as well as religious and educational insti- 
tutions, community organizations and employers to 
take similar action in their particular areas of 
jurisdiction and activity. 


The following recommendations from the Human Rights 
and Anti-defamation Committee were approved for sub- 
mission to the Government of Ontario at the Semi-Annual 
Meeting of the full Council on November 29, 1980. 


1. WHEREAS the Ku Klux Klan, an avowed racist organi- 
zation, which engages in violent activities, has estab- 
lished itself in our province, and 


WHEREAS we are deeply concerned about the conse- 
quences and repercussions resulting from its activities 
in the province and across the land, 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That it take immediate action and intervene with the 
Federal Government to bring into effect its commitment 
to Article 4 of the “International Convention on the Elim- 
ination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination,” viz., 


Article 4 


States parties condemn all propaganda and all organi- 
zations which are based on ideas and theories of superi- 
ority of one race or group of persons of one colour or 
ethnic origin, or which attempt to justify or promote 
racial hatred and discrimination in any form, and under- 
take to adopt immediate and positive measures designed 
to eradicate all incitement to or acts of such discrimina- 
tion and to this end, with due regard for the principles 
embodied in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and the rights expressly set forth in Article 5 of this 
Convention, inter alia: 


(a) Shall declare an offence punishable by law all dis- 
semination of ideas based on racial superiority or 
hatred, incitement to racial discrimination, as well as 
all acts of violence or incitement to such acts against 
any race or group of persons of other colour or eth- 
nic origin, and also the provision of any assistance 
to racist activities, including the financing thereof; 


(b) Shall declare illegal and prohibit organizations, and 
also organized and all other propaganda activities, 
which promote and incite racial discrimination, and 
shall recognize participation in such organizations 
or activities as an offence punishable by law; 


(c) Shall not permit public authorities or public institu- 
tions, national or local to promote-or incite racial 
discrimination. 


2. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That the Cabinet Committee on Race Relations act upon 
Recommendation No. 10 of the Human Rights and Anti- 
defamation Committee, submitted at the Semi-Annual 
Meeting in June 1980 and further suggests that it 
encourage other organizations to join in formulating 
and implementing preventative measures to eradicate 
racism and discrimination. 
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The June recommendation stated: 


That the Government of Ontario invest more efforts into 
positive, preventative measures against racial discrimi- 
nation and racist propaganda, through educational pro- 
grams on human rights, multiculturalism, and race rela- 
tions, with special emphasis on socialization of children 
and youth in the spirit of respect for human rights, 
appreciation of cultural pluralism in our society and a 
sense of fellowship with Canadians of other racial and 
ethnic origins, and 


That it urge the Government of Canada and municipal 
governments, as well as religious and educational insti- 
tutions, community organizations and employers, to 
take similar action in their particular areas of jurisdic- 
tion and activity. 


The Human Rights and Anti-defamation Committee held 
six meetings during the year. 


Note: In November 1980, the Council had obtained a 
Government response to the Committee’s June 
20-21, 1980 recommendations. Copies of the 
response are available at the Council office. 


immigration and Refugees Committee 


Areas of concern and focus of activities 


The Immigration and Refugees Committee is concerned 
with the monitoring of government services and pro- 
grammes; the Ontario reception services at the Toronto 
Airport; the Welcome House; the Indo-Chinese refugee 
programme; English as a Second Language/French as a 
Second Language and orientation classes; multilingual 
counselling third language information kits; community 
immigrant aid agencies; newcomer integration grants; 
“Newcomer News” publication; community information 
centres; co-operation between government and voluntary 
sector; illegal immigrants; appeal boards and procedures; 
deportations; asylums; political refugees; abuses and 
exploitation; and immigrant women. 


Members 

Mr. A. Bonca 
Mr. G. Corn 

Dr. R. Helling 
Miss |. Leimanis 
Mr. E. Feu 


Chairman 
Mr. Vahe Mardirosian 


Recommendations 


At the Semi-Annual Meeting of the full Council held on June 
20 and 21, 1980, the following recommendations from the 
Immigration and Refugees Committee were approved for 
submission to the Government of Ontario: 


1. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That information about Canada and Ontario of a gen- 
eral nature, including Canadian publications from the 
respective ethnocultural communities, be made avail- 
able in all Canadian embassies and consulates in the 
appropriate languages of that country. 


2. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That Reception Centres at major ports of entry in order 
to meet the needs of newcomers have adequate staff 
who are fluent in languages other than English and 
French. 





. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That multilingual publications containing information 
and addresses of recognized community immigrant- 
servicing agencies be made available at reception cen- 
tres as well as at all private and public agencies serving 
immigrants. 


. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That designated members of recognized immigrant- 
servicing agencies be allowed access to reception areas 
at major ports of entry. 


. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That posters illustrating the multicultural nature of Can- 
ada and Ontario be displayed at major ports of entry. 


. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That the type of services offered by Welcome House be 
expanded throughout the Province. Multicultural centre 
facilities and personnel in regions where such facilities 
are available should be used to provide these services. 


. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That Welcome House should, in its activities, establish a 
permanent framework of co-operation and co-ordination 
of procedures and policies with all recognized commun- 
ity immigrant-servicing agencies. 


. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That it urge the Government of Canada to implement 
the following amendments to the Regulations respecting 
the designation of “Self-Exiled Persons Class’, namely, 


That Clause 2 (b) of the “Self-Exiled Persons Class” 
Regulations should be changed to read as follows: 
“Self-Exiled Persons Class means a class of persons, 
the members of which are physically outside any of the 
countries listed in Schedule | and I/.” 


That Clause 6 of the “Self-Exiled Persons Class” Regu- 
lations should be changed to read as follows: “These 
regulations shall remain in effect as long as the freedom 
of movement from countries listed in the Schedule 
remains restricted, and normal emigration procedure for 
free exit is hindered by government regulations.” 


That the list of countries in Schedule | and II should be 
expanded, allowing for the addition of countries whose 
nature and political regimes are similar in the application 
of the criteria set for evaluating the countries listed in 
Schedule | and II, and 


That the adult disqualification criteria for family re- 
unification cases should be waived in its application to 
individuals applying for re-unification with relatives in 
Canada, in accordance with the objectives of the Immi- 
gration Act, 1976, listed in Part 1, Clause 3(c) “to facili- 
tate the reunion in Canada of Canadian citizens and 
permanent residents with their close relatives from 
abroad”, and 


That any ceiling set on the number of political refugees 
and/or self-exiled persons allowed into Canada in any 
given year be based on humanitarian grounds. 


The following recommendations from the Immigration and 
Refugees Committee were approved for submission to the 
Government of Ontario at the Semi-Annual Meeting of the 
full Council on November 29, 1980. 


1. WHEREAS there are many refugees who are unable to 
obtain Refugee Status recognition, either in their own 
countries or often in a third country, and whose only 
recourse is to attempt to obtain such status after arrival 
in Canada, and 


WHEREAS it appears that some applicants for refugee 
Status are unable to obtain a work permit or a Social 
Insurance Number during the processing of the applica- 
tion — usually six to nine months — 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That it urge the Federal Minister of Employment and 
Immigration 


(a) to adopt more compassionate criteria in granting 
Refugee Status to individuals as exemplified by such 
countries as Austria, and 


(b) to develop a system of ‘temporary permits’ for appli- 
cants who originate from the countries listed in 
Schedules 1 and 2 of the Regulations Respecting the 
Designation of a Self-exiled Persons Class (Registra- 
tion SOR/78-933 of 11 December 1978) and that 
these persons be permitted to work after the filing of 
the formal application for refugee status. 


2. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That domestic employment be covered under the provi- 
sions of the provincial labour codes determining min- 
imum standards and that this coverage be extended to 
non-immigrant contract workers, and 


That there be a strengthening of the supervision of con- 
tract labour, including a provision for defraying the 
expenses of repatriation at the end of the contract, and 


That all those who knowingly assist for gain and/or 
employ illegal immigrants should be held financially lia- 
ble for all costs incurred which are now payable by the 
Canadian government, and 


That those persons who knowingly violate legal stand- 
ards and working conditions should be assessed for 
punitive damages. 


3. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That the province of Ontario enter into negotiations with 
the Federal government in order to develop an adjust- 
ment of status program for Ontario residents similar to 
the one developed and presently operating for Haitians 
in the Province of Quebec. 


4. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That a federal-provincial task force be established with 
sufficient mandate and funding to examine the problems 
associated with illegal immigrants and to make approp- 
riate recommendations. 


The Immigration and Refugees Committee held six meet- 
ings during the year. 


Note: In November 1980, the Council had obtained a 
Government response to the Committee’s June 
20-21, 1980, recommendations. Copies of the 
responses are available at the Council office. 
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Intergovernmental Affairs Committee 


Areas of concern and focus of activities 


The Intergovenmental Affairs Committee is concerned with 
international and inter-provincial cultural exchanges; the 


stu 
wit 
wit 
Co 


dy of past and present constitutional proposals; liaison 
h municipal multicultural agencies and programs; liaison 
h other provincial advisory councils and the Federal 
nsultative Council on Multiculturalism; involvement by 


foreign embassies and consulates in ethnocultural activi- 
ties; foreign exploitation of “estates” left by Canadian citi- 
zens; issues and concerns under federal jurisdiction 
(External Affairs Secretary of State, and Manpower and 
Immigration). 


Chairman Members 

Mr. Andriy Bandera Mr. E. T. Kronbergs 
Ms. J. Kuras 
Prof. K. McLeod 
Dr. G. Nagy 


Re 


Prof. J. Stryland 
Prof. B. Bociurkiw 
Mr. S. Zafar 


commendations 


At the Semi-Annual Meeting of the full Council held on 
June 20 and 21, 1980, the following recommendations from 
the Intergovernmental Affairs Committee were approved 


for 
ile 
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submission to the Government of Ontario. 


WHEREAS the Premier and the Government of Ontario 
indicated at the Federal-Provincial Conference of First 
Ministers on the Constitution (October 1978) that the 
new constitution arrangements should: 


“Allow the cultures of Canadians from many lands to 
flourish so that the contributions of our multicultural 
heritage can be fully shared among us’, and 


WHEREAS a constitutional entrenchment of the concept 
of two founding people and of the notion of dualism are 
incompatible with the democratic principle of the equal- 
ity of all Canadians, and 


WHEREAS a constitutional entrenchment of the concept 
of official biculturalism is discriminatory to the Native 
Peoples and other cultural communities, and does not 
reflect the reality of cultural pluralism in Canada, 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That it endorse the recommendation of the Final Report 
of the Special Joint Committee of the Senate and of the 
House of Commons on the Constitution of Canada 
(1972) 


That the preamble to the new Canadian Constitution 
should include these basic objectives for Canada: 


1. To establish a federal system of government within a 
democratic society; 


2. To protect and enhance basic human rights; 


3. To develop Canada as a Bilingual and multicultural 
country in which all its citizens, male and female, 
young and old, Native peoples and Metis, and all 
groups from every ethnic origin feel equally at home; 


4. To promote economic, social, and cultural equality for 
all Canadians as individuals and to reduce regional 
economic disparities; 


5. To present Canada as pluralistic mosaic, a free and 
open society which challenges the talents of her 
people; 


6. To seek world peace and security, and international 
social progress. 


(Chapter 6, Recom. 5, p. 12) 


. WHEREAS The Ontario Advisory Committee on Con- 


federation (April, 1978) recommended the constitutional 
entrenchment of English and French as Official 
Languages, 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That French and English be entrenched as Official Lan- 
guages in the new Constitution, and 


That the specific constitutional proposals regarding 
Official Languages in the April, 1978 report of the Ontar- 
io Advisory Committee on Confederation be adopted as 
Ontario’s proposal at Constitutional Conferences. 


. WHEREAS The Final Report of the Special Joint Com- 


mittee of the Senate and the House of Commons on the 
Constitution of Canada (1972) stated that the conferral 
of official status upon the English and French languages 
does not confer any priority with respect to culture, and 
that the use of other languages should be encouraged, 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 
that 


“The Constitution should explicitly recognize the right of 
Provincial Legislatures to confer equivalent status with 
the English and French languages on other languages. 
Federal financial assistance to support the teaching or 
use of other languages would be appropriate’. 


(Chapter 10, Recom. 28, p. 22) 


Final Report, Special Joint Committee of 
the Senate and the House of Commons on the 
Constitution of Canada (1972) 


. WHEREAS The Ontario Advisory Committee on Confed- 


eration, April 1978, recommended the entrenchment of 
a Bill of Rights in the Constitution, 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That a Bill of Rights be entrenched and include a provi- 
sion that all Canadians should have the right to preserve 
and develop their cultural-linguistic heritage, and 


That the Bill of Rights include a provision prohibiting 
discrimination against Canadian Citizens by reason of 
country or place of birth. 


. WHEREAS The Ontario Advisory Committee on Con- 


federation, April 1978, and several other reports have 
made recommendations regarding provisions for 
Canada’s Native Peoples, 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That any constitutional provision concerning Native 
Peoples should only be made after due consultation 
with representatives chosen by their own people, 
whether they reside on or off their reserve. 








6. WHEREAS there is on-going concern among the people 
of Ontario regarding the process of constitutional reform, 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That it ensure a continued direct public input into the 
constitutional discussions through the established 
representative advisory bodies, including this Council. 


The following recommendations from the Intergovernmen- 
tal Affairs Committee were approved for submission to the 
Government of Ontario at the Semi-Annual Meeting of the 
Full Council on November 29, 1980: 


1. WHEREAS the Intergovernmental Affairs Committee 
feels that further clarification of the Government's 
response to the Committee’s constitutional recommen- 
dation is desired, particularly in view of the introduction 
by the Federal Government of the Constitution Act 1980 
and the report of the Ontario Legislative Select Commit- 
tee on Constitutional Reforms, 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That the Chairman of the Council and the Intergovern- 
mental Affairs Committee meet with officials in the Min- 
istry of Culture and Recreation officials in conjunction 
with the Government’s reply to the Council's recom- 
mendations on the Canadian Constitution to restate the 
Council’s position and determine more specifically the 
Government's position on the issues raised in our 
recommendations in the current Constitutional 
discussions. 


2. WHEREAS the Ontario Advisory Council requires up-to- 
date factual information on the involvement of Ontario's 
municipal governments in multicultural and human 
rights activities in order to advise the Government on 
any improvements required in the implementation of 
multicultural policy throughout the province, 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That the Council, through the Experience 81 Program or 
other programs, conduct a survey of the programs of 
municipal governments in Ontario with respect to multi- 
culturalism, human rights, and citizenship. 


3. WHEREAS there are no statutory guarantees by the 
Federal Government or by the Province of Ontario with 
respect to the preservation and development of the cul- 
tural and linguistic heritage of all Canadians and partic- 
ularly of citizens and residents of Ontario, and 


WHEREAS the proposed Constitutional Act of 1980 has 
no provision guaranteeing this heritage, 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That it enact specific legislation which would give statu- 
tory recognition to the multicultural reality of Ontario 
and provide guarantee for the preservation of the cultur- 
al and linguistic heritage of all Ontario citizens. 


The Intergovernmental Affairs Committee held eight meet- 
ings during the year. 


Note: In November 1980, the Council had obtained a 
Government response to the Committee’s June 
20-21, 1980, recommendations. Copies of the 
response are available at the Council office. 


Media and Communications Committee 


Areas of concern and focus of activities 


The Media and Communications Committee is concerned 
with public exposure and publicity through the Government 
Information Communication Program; Council publica- 
tions; co-operation with the “Ontario 20” government 
information service; Citizenship Inquiry; government multi- 
lingual translation and interpreting services; the Ontario 
Education Communications Authority; multicultural pro- 
ductions; T.V. Ontario programs; the monitoring of media 
bias and countering the stereotyping of minorities in print 
or in the electronic medium; ethnic press; Multilingual T.V. 
and radio; and community cable programs. 


Members 

Mr. R. Cumbo 

Mrs. M. Gawalewicz 
Mr. J. Hayman 

Mr. V. Mauko 

Mr. B. Solway 

Miss M. Ziniak 


Chairman 
Rev. Benito Framarin 


Recommendations 


At the Semi-Annual Meeting of the full Council held on 
June 20 and 21, 1980, the following recommendations from 
the Media and Communications Committee were approved 
for submission to the Government of Ontario. 


1. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That it conduct a comprehensive analysis of the pro- 
gramming of the Ontario Educational Communications 
Authority with a view to determining whether it is adher- 
ing to its mandate. This analysis should assess the bal- 
ance between “entertainment”, which is properly the 
function of the CBC and the commercial stations, and 
“education”, which is the primary responsibility of TV 
Ontario, and 


That this analysis include an assessment of the propor- 
tion of programs reflecting the multicultural reality of 
Ontario. 


2. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That it establish a central “liaison committee’, consisting 
of representatives delegated by the communications 
branches of the various ministries, as well as of the 
Media and Communications Committee of the Ontario 
Advisory Council on Multiculturalism and Citizenship, 
so that each ministry’s communications branch can 
develop an awareness of possible opportunities to serve 
more effectively its “ethnocultural clientele”. 


The Media and Communications Committee held ten meet- 
ings during the year. 


Note: In November 1980, the Council had obtained a 
Government response to the Committee’s June 
20-21, 1980, recommendations. Copies of the 
response are available at the Council office. 
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Social Development Committee 


Areas of concern and focus of activities 


The Social Development Committee is concerned about 
women and senior citizens as members of cultural minori- 
ties at various stages of their social integration and in the 
larger community of Ontario citizens; issues affecting 
youth; assistance to Native communities; community 
agencies providing social assistance to their members; 
religious and charitable institutions; particular social and 
attitudinal values; the breakdown of families; mixed (social/ 
ethnic/religious) marriages; single parent families; child 
abuse; orphanages and foster homes; drug and alcohol 
abuse; day care nurseries and rehabilitation centres; vete- 
ran and service clubs; delinquency; crime; family courts; 
and family counselling. 


Chairman Members 
Mr. Chris Antoniou Mr. R. Ayoub 
Mrs. A.M. Brazeau 
Ms. M. De Pasquale 
Mr. R. Obonsawin 
Mr. |. Tiqui 
Mrs. M. Hudak 


Recommendations 


At the Semi-Annual Meeting of the full Council held on 
June 20 and 21, 1980, the following recommendations from 
the Social Development Committee were approved for 
submission to the Government of Ontario: 


1. WHEREAS many senior citizens in the province of 
Ontario among the ethnocultural communities expe- 
rience difficulties in communicating in English and 
French, and 


WHEREAS many of them, as a result, are likely to expe- 
rience hardships when they are left to their own resour- 
ces in obtaining adequate information on community 
resources for senior citizens, and 


WHEREAS the Ontario Newcomer’s Guide is not trans- 
lated into languages spoken by the more recently 
arrived immigrants or third languages of established 
communities whose senior citizens, due to the inade- 
quate ESL programs in the past, have not been linguis- 
tically integrated in the Official Languages 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That the Ontario Newcomer’s Guide be translated into 
more languages and that it be made available to all pub- 
lic, private and community agencies serving the citizens 
of Ontario. 


2. WHEREAS the majority of senior citizens from various 
ethnocultural communities are anxious to retain the 
customs and traditions of the respective cultural herit- 
ages which they have cherished over the years, and 


WHEREAS the different ethnocultural community 
groups have provided such housing projects as Homes 
for the Aged and are delivering special programs for 
their elderly citizens . 
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The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That it give greater recognition to the specific needs of 
the elderly of ethnocultural communities in terms of 
program delivery, and 


That the Ministry of Community and Social Services 
undertake to research the need for comprehensive ser- 
vices to the elderly from the perspective of the diverse 
life styles which reflect the multicultural mosaic of our 
society, and 


That this research study could be undertaken by stu- 
dents through the Students Summer Employment Pro- 
grams as well as by using other untapped resources 
such as senior volunteers from the ethnic communities, 
and 


That continuous in-service programs be established by 
the said ministry including workshops on gerontology 
to sensitize professionals and Social Services personnel 
to be more aware of and sensitive to the cultural diversi- 
ties among Ontarians. 


. WHEREAS public concern for child protection is 


increasing, and 


WHEREAS the Ontario Legislative Assembly has 
enacted new regulations with regard to protection of 
children from abuse, and 


WHEREAS information on government policies and 
community practices with regard to such protection of 
children from abuse is lacking, 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That the Ministry of Community and Social Services be 
directed to undertake the translation of the Child Pro- 
tection Act and all other information pertaining to child 
protection from abuse into the major non-official lan- 
guages in the province to be made available to all pub- 
lic, private and community agencies serving the public, 
and 


That the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Com- 
munity and Social Services be directed to create man- 
datory multidiscipline child abuse teams in each local 
and regional hospital, and 


That the Ministry of Health direct the Hospital Accredit- 
ing Board to incorporate into its Hospital Accreditation 
Regulations the prerequisite that the hospital must have 
an active child abuse team which meets as a working 
body at least once a month. 


. WHEREAS The Ontario Advisory Council on Multicultur- 


alism and Citizenship is seen as the only Council 
addressing itself to concerns faced by ethnocultural 
communities, and 


WHEREAS other Provincial Advisory Councils may not 
reflect in their composition the multicultural mosaic of 
Ontario and as a result have difficulty addressing them- 
selves to the specific needs and concerns of ethnocultu- 
ral and native groups, 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That appointments to all Provincial Advisory Councils, 

Boards, and Commissions include representation from 
the province’s ethnocultural and native communities as 
one of the criteria in the selection process, and 


| 
| 
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That the Ministry of Culture and Recreation compile and 
maintain a “talent bank” of qualified individuals from 
various areas of specialization and experience to facili- 
tate this process. 


The following recommendations from the Social Develop- 
ment Committee were approved for submission to the 


' Government of Ontario at the Semi-Annual Meeting of the 


full Council on November 29, 1980. 
1. The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That the Ministry of Community and Social Services be 
requested to incorporate into its criteria for funding 
direct service agencies offering family counselling the 
provision that these agencies be required to develop 
programs addressing generally and specifically child 
abuse in the small communities, and 


That the Ministry of Culture and Recreation and the 
Ministry of Community and Social Services be 
requested to provide technical assistance to these 
agencies to enable them to address child abuse con- 
cerns in small communities and 


That the Ministry of Community and Social Services 
develop, as soon as possible, an advertising campaign 
to heighten public awareness of matters related to child 
abuse. 


2. WHEREAS many court interpreters are not always suffi- 
ciently skilled to meet defined minimum standards in 
language or languages they are employed to interpret 
or translate, and are not required to meet specific 
standards, 


The Council recommends to the Government of Ontario 


That the Ministry of the Attorney General ensure that all 
court interpreters or translators paid by the Ministry 
under provincial jurisdiction be required to produce 
proof that they are qualified to interpret or translate in 
the required language, and 


That the Ministry of the Attorney General explore the 
feasibility of establishing minimum standards and criteria 
for the selection of such personnel, such criteria to 
include (where appropriate) procedures for testing the 
applicant’s knowledge of legal terminology in English as 
well as in the required language. 


The Social Development Committee held seven meetings 
during the year. 


Note: In November 1980, the Council had obtained a 
Government response to the Committee’s June 20- 
21, 1980, recommendations. Copies of the 
responses are available at the Council office. 
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Advisory Council on Conseil consultatif 10th Floor 


z ; ate 1200 
Multiculturalism and des relations civiques vee NC 


Citizenship et multiculturelles M7A 2R9 
(416) 965-6889 





The Honourable Bruce McCaffrey 
Minister of Citizenship and Culture 


Dear Mr. Minister: 

I have great pleasure in presenting to you the seventh Annual Report 
of the Ontario Advisory Council on Multiculturalism and Citizenship, 
for the year 1981. 





Sincerely, 


Dr. Mavis Burke 
Chairperson 


10€ étage 
1200, rue Bay 
Toronto Ontario 
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CHAIRPERSON’S REMARKS 





he year 1981 proved to 

be a testing time for 

the Ontario Advisory 
Council on Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship. In March 1981 the 
Council’s Chairman, Mr. Yuri 
Shymko, was elected to the 
Ontario Legislature as Member 
of the Provincial Parliament for 
the constituency of High Park- 
Swansea. Council members 
congratulated Mr. Shymko on 
his successful candidature and 
expressed good wishes for the 
important contribution he 
would continue to make in his 
new post. 

The interim period before the 
appointment of a new chairperson 
provided Council members with 
opportunities to demonstrate 
their keen commitment to the 
idea of the Advisory Council and 
to the effective implementation of 
its mandate. The Vice Chairman, 
Ms. Janly Pang, served as Acting 
Chairman, and the Council thanks 
her for assuming this additional 
responsibility. 

A review of the Council’s acti- 
vities over the past year indicates 
that the operational structure was 
maintained during a difficult 
period. Using the structure estab- 
lished under Mr. Shymko, the 
Council’s competent staff worked 
effectively with the Vice Chair- 
man, members of the Steering 
Committee and the Committee 


chairmen to implement many of 
the activities planned for the year. 

A number of briefs and recom- 
mendations on important issues 
were prepared and presented to 
the Government on behalf of the 
Council. The Task Force Reports 
on Native Policy and on Equal 
Opportunity were completed and 
members who undertook these 
studies as a voluntary contribution 
to the work of the Council are to 
be congratulated and thanked for 
the many extra hours devoted 
to these important projects. 

The Committees of the Council 
were extremely active during the 
past year. Public forums hosted 
by a number of committees 
highlighted specific issues and 
also gave greater visibility to the 
Council itself. Among these 
events were the Media and Com- 
munications Committee’s panel 
presentations with representatives 
of the ethnic media; and the 
Cultural Affairs Committee’s 
“‘Consultation With Youth’’ from 
across the Province. 

The culminating point of 
calendar year 1981 was the Open 
House in the St. Lawrence Lounge 
hosted by the Council in Decem- 
ber. Council members received 
over 200 members of ethno- 
cultural communities and took 
this opportunity to familiarise 
visitors with the membership and 
role of the Council. 

The activities of the Advisory 
Council during the interim period 
were somewhat restricted by 
budgetary considerations. As a 
result priority was given to issues 
and events that were central 
rather than to maintaining a 
regional focus. 

Since my appointment to 


chair the Advisory Council in 
December 1981, I have had the 
opportunity to review the work of 
the Council during the previous 
year. I can attest to the strength 
of members’ attachment to the 
Council and the dedication to the 
philosophy of multiculturalism 
which encouraged staff and 
membership to carry through 
much of the program planned for 
1981, even without the assistance 
and guidance of a full-time 
chairman. 

On behalf of all members of the 
Council I would like to express 
the Council’s appreciation to the 
many members of the Govern- 
ment and the community who 
assisted in many different ways 
and thus helped to maintain the 
momentum developed by the 
Council. 

The last year has been a period 
of challenge and questioning of 
the future of the Advisory Council. 
In my opinion the value of the 
Council has also been demon- 
strated. With members from 
many different ethnocultural 
communities, occupations 
and regions of the province, 
the Council has been able to 
achieve consensus on policy 
issues of significance to many 
cultural communities. This is 
surely one of the essential 
qualities needed for the effective 
functioning of a multicultural 
society. 





he Ontario Advisory 
Council on Multicul- 
turalism and Citizenship 
has been in existence since 1973. 
The Council’s title and mandate 
were extended, in 1979, to include 
citizenship as affecting the rights 
fad responsibilities of all 
iCanadians. 

| The Council is an advisory 
‘body with members appointed by 
(Order-in-Council for the specific 
ee of advising the Govern- 


: 
| 
| 
: 






















ment of Ontario on all matters 
relating to multiculturalism and 
citizenship affecting all persons 
in Ontario. This advice has been 
presented to the Government 
through the Minister of Culture 
and Recreation (now Citizenship 
and Culture). 

In addition to submitting 
‘recommendations, the Council’s 
‘activities include committee 
‘meetings, studies, surveys, reports, 
visiting speakers, public forums 
and regional consultations. 

The Council has a full-time 
Chairperson and a membership 
of up to sixty persons from across 
‘the Province, representing a 
wide range of ethnocultural back- 
‘grounds and occupations. 

In 1981, concerns of the Council 
included: 
© To preserve the linguistic, 
cultural and religious heritage 
of all Ontarians. 











¢ To share the richness and 
diversity of this heritage with 
the general community. 

To encourage acceptance by 
the general community of the 
cultures of their neighbours. 
To combat all manifestations of 
hatred, racism, and prejudice. 
To promote a Canadian citizen- 
ship which guarantees all 
citizens equal opportunity for 
cultural preservation and 
development. 


The Council works through its 
Executive Committee and seven 
sub-committees which deal with 
wide-ranging issues and relevant 
areas of concerns. In 1981, the 
subcommittees were: 

e Cultural Affairs Committee 
¢ Education Committee 
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Informal meeting of Council Members, 
left to right: 

Dr. Klaus Bongart, Prof. Keith McLeod, 
Maggie Milne, Rick Ayoub. 


¢ Human Rights and Anti- 
defamation Committee 

* Immigration and Refugees 
Committee 

¢ Intergovernmental Affairs 
Committee 

e Media and Communications 
Committee 

¢ Social Development Committee 








t the May 23, 1981 
Advisory Council 
meeting, Janly Pang, 
Vice-Chairman of the Council, 
noted in her report to Council 
members that following the final 
meeting of the full Advisory 
Council for the Calendar year 
1980, held on November 29, 
a change had occurred within 
the structure of the Council. The 
number of Committees was 
reduced from nine to seven. 
The mandate of the former Citizen- 
ship Committee now fell under 
the Intergovernmental Affairs 
Committee, and the former Cross- 
Cultural Relations and the Cultural 
Development Committees formed 


the new Cultural Affairs Committee. 


Reports on the work of several 
Committees were presented, 
including reports by Rick Ayoub, 
Chairman of the Social Develop- 
ment Committee, on the Com- 
mittee’s intention to investigate 
availability of social services 
to multicultural communities. 
The Immigration and Refugees 
Committee reported through its 
Chairman, Joana Kuras, that 
the Committee was studying 
the area of dual citizenship. Dr. 
Klaus Bongart, Vice-Chairman 
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of the Human Rights and Anti- 
defamation Committee stated 
that the Committee had com- 
menced a review of Bill 7 - An 
Act to Revise and Extend Protec- 
tion of Human Rights in Ontario. 
A brief was prepared following 
the review and submitted by the 
Committee’s Chairman, Jean 
Gammage, to the Standing Com- 
mittee on Resources Development 
of the Legislature. 

Progress reports were submitted 
to council members by the Chair- 
men of three Task Forces. The 
Chairmen were: Ernie Checkeris, 
Task Force on Native Policy; 
Julius Hayman, Task Force on 
Media and Broadcasting; and 
Dr. George Woo, Task Force 
on Equal Opportunity. 

The Plenary Session concluded 
with a luncheon at which Dr. 
Robert Elgie, Minister of Labour, 
was the keynote speaker. During 
his address, Dr. Elgie reiterated 
his firm personal belief in and 
commitment to the principle 
of multiculturalism. He traced 
the history of Human Rights 
legislation and policy in Ontario, 
culminating with the proposed 
new Human Rights Code, which 
the Ministry of Labour had tabled 
in the Legislature. Invited guests 
at the luncheon, included Don 
Vinge, Chairman, Alberta Cultural 
Heritage Council, who extended 
official greetings from his 
Council; George Podrebarac, 
Assistant Deputy Minister of 
Education; Yuri Shymko, M.P.P. 
High Park-Swansea and immedi- 
ate Past Chairman of the Advisory 





Council; and Dr. George Bancroft, 
Executive Director, Multicultur- 
alism and Citizenship Division, 
Ministry of Citizenship and 
Culture. 

The luncheon was followed 
by a Public Forum, the theme of 
which was ‘‘Education’’. This 
public session, coordinated by 
the Education Committee, was 
attended by thirty-five persons, 
representing a good cross-section 
of individuals involved in multi- 
cultural education. 

George Podrebarac, Assistant 
Deputy Minister, Education Pro- 
grams, Ministry of Education, 
addressed the subject of ‘‘Multi- 
culturalism in the Schools 
of Ontario’’. Ron J. Cornfield, 
Education Officer, Elementary 
Education Branch, Ministry of 
Education, spoke on ‘‘Teaching 
of French as a Second Language, 
especially at the Elementary 
Level and including Immersion 
Programs’’. Francine Morissette, 
Education Officer, Elementary 
Education Branch, Ministry of 
Education, spoke on ‘‘Teaching 
of English to Students whose 
First Language is French’’. 

Dr. Ahmed Ijaz and Don Weir 
of Grey Owl School, Scarborough, 
concluded the public forum 
with a thought-provoking audio- 
visual presentation entitled, 
“‘Can Racial Attitudes be 
Changed’’. 
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uring the course of the 
full Advisory Council 
meeting, progress 
reports were submitted by the 
‘Chairmen of two task forces. Ernie 
Checkeris, Chairman of the Task 
Force on Native Policy, presented 
the draft paper on Native Policy 
for Council’s consideration and 
approval and a report was pre- 


of the ‘‘Task Force on Equal 
Opportunity’. Chairmen of the 
seven Council Committees sub- 
‘mitted reports on the work of 


' their individual committees. 


Following the plenary session, 


the Council concluded with a 


Forum on ‘‘Immigration’’. The 
session was coordinated by the 
Immigration and Refugees Com- 
mittee. It was designed primarily 
to provide a learning opportunity 


for Council members and was in 


the nature of a discussion session, 
with experts at the operational 
levels of immigration and settle- 


_ment as the key speakers. These 
included: Joana Kuras, Solicitor 
_and Chairperson of the Immigra- 
tion and Refugees Committee, 



































sented by Dr. George Woo, Chairman 
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who spoke on ‘‘Introduction 
and Background of Canadian 
Immigration Law’’ and Terry 


Delaney, Senior Consultant, Ontario 


Regional Office, Employment 
and Immigration Canada. Edith 
Rigby, Policy and Program Co- 
ordinator, Newcomer Services 
Branch, Ministry of Citizen- 

ship and Culture, addressed the 
subject of ‘‘Provincial/Federal 
Responsibilities for Immigration”’, 
and Carter C. Hoppe, Solicitor and 
Task Force Member of the ‘“Task 
Force on Immigration Practices 
and Procedures’’, emphasized 
the importance of the work of 

the Task Force. Judith Ramirez, 








Informal meeting of Council Members, 
left to right: 

Ignacio Tiqui, Miroslawa Gawalewicz, 
Richard Cumbo, Madeline Ziniak, Rev. 
John Zivku, Margaret Hudak. 


member of the Committee to 
Advance the Status of House 
Work”’ spoke on “‘Immigrant 
Women’. Following the presen- 
tations of the key speakers, 

a discussion session took place 
between Council members and 
the speakers. 
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he Advisory Council 
held its final meeting of 
the year on December 5, 
1981. At this meeting, Dr. Mavis 
Burke, the newly-appointed Chair- 
person of the Advisory Council 
was introduced and welcomed 
by all the Council members. 

In her address to the Council, 
Dr. Burke extended special thanks 
to Janly Pang, Vice-Chairman 
of the Advisory Council, for her 
efforts in keeping the work of the 
Council going. As well, Dr. Burke 
thanked each Council member 
and the Council staff for their 
dedication to the continuation of 
the Council’s program during the 
interim period which preceded 
her appointment as Chairperson 
of the Advisory Council. 

During the plenary session, 
the Advisory Council passed the 
following resolution, proposed 
by the Intergovernmental Affairs 
Committee. 

“The Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship wishes to express 
its sincere appreciation for 
the role played by Premier 
William Davis in the difficult 
process of reaching an agreement 
on the Canadian Constitution.’’ 
Following the plenary session, 


a forum on ‘‘Multiculturalism 
and the Media’’ was held. This 
was devoted to a consideration of 
the print and electronic media’s 
relationship with the ethnocul- 


tural communities in the province. 


The forum discussed four areas. 

These included: 

1.Radio 

2.The Print Media — Metropolitan 
newspapers 
The smaller city newspapers 
The Weekly press 

3. Television 

4.The ethnic press, English and 
foreign language. 

At the conclusion of each 
discussion session, the subject 
was opened to questions and 
comments from the floor. 

The session dealing with 
radio was chaired by Mohammad 
Qaadri, editor, Islam Canada. 
Arthur Cole, former Director of 
Community Affairs, Radio Station 
CFRB was the Discussion Leader 
and the panelists were Margaret 
Norquay, Director, Open College 
CJRT-FM; Carl Redhead, Station 
Manager, Radio Station CHIN and 
CHIN-FM and Peter McGarvey, 
News Commentator, Radio 
Station CKEY. 

For the Print Media session 
Richard Cumbo, Freelance Jour- 
nalist and Council member, acted 
as Chairman. The Discussion 
Leader was Sol Littman, Com- 
munity Affairs Editor, CBC-TV 


Newshour. Participating as panelists 


were Alex Beer, Managing 
Editor, The Hamilton Spectator; 
David Wenger, President of the 


Mount Forrest Confederate news- | 
paper; Madeline Ziniak, Producer, 
Rogers Cable 10 Televisionand 
Council member. 

The Television Session was | 
chaired by Madeline Ziniak, | 
with Dan Iannuzzi, President of 
Multilingual Television (Toronto) 





Limited as Discussion Leader. 
The panelists included: Ms. Pat | 
Douey, Vice President of Program- | 
ming, Rogers Cable Television; __ 
Johnny Lombardi, President of 
CHIN Radio and Executive Pro- 
ducer of CHIN Global T.V. program- 
ming; and Dr. Jim Parr, Chairman, | 
Ontario Educational Communica- | 
tions Authority. 

The final session of the forum 
addressed the Ethnic Media. 
Vladimir Mauko, President of 
the Ethnic Press Association of 
Ontario was the Chairman. Dr. | 
Joseph Kirshbaum, President of 
the Canadian Ethnic Press Federa- | 
tion acted as Discussion Leader. | 
Al Hamilton, Publisher, Contrast 
Publications, Ostap Sokolsky, 
President of the Canadian 
Ethnic Journalists Club and 
Mohammad Qaadri, Editor, Islam 
Canada participated. 

The ‘‘Media and Communica- 
tions’’ Forum was organized by 
the Media and Communications 
Committee of the Advisory 
Council. 
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TELEVISION SERIES PUBLICATIONS 











series of nine televi- 
sion programs, entitled 
‘‘Multiviews’’, was 


initiated by the Media and Com- 
munications Committee of the 
Advisory Council. The producer 


for the nine programmes was 
Madeline Ziniak, a member of the 
Media and Communications 
Committee. All the programs 
were taped by Rogers Cable 
Television and shown on their 
stations. Each program was one 
half-hour in length. 

Program #1 was an introduc- 


tory segment that laid down the 


objectives of the Ontario Advisory 
Council on Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship. 

Program #2, ‘‘What is Canadian 
Culture’’, discussed the nature of 
Canadian culture, emphasized 
the differences between United 
States cultural directions and 


those of Canada. 


Program #3. ‘‘Media and 
Communications’’ examined the 


inadequacies of major mass media 


in the coverage and portrayal of 


“ethnic social issues’’. This pro- 
_ gram included a consideration of 
electronic media and the function 


they serve in the larger community. 


Program #4. “‘Education’’ dis- 
cussed the development of third 
language services in schools and 
libraries. 

Program #5. “‘Racism in 
Toronto’’ explored the nature 
of racism in Toronto-and the 
relationship between manifesta- 
tions of racial hatred and the free 
exercise of individual human 
rights. 

Program #6. ‘‘Language’’ con- 
sidered heritage language in the 
schools and on the streets of 
Toronto, the effect of assimilation 
among ethnic children on the 
preservation of ancestral and 
language heritage, and Heritage 
Language programmes in schools. 

Program #7. ‘‘Focus on the 
Status of Women”’ examined the 
development of opportunities for 
immigrant women in an urban 
setting. 

Program #8. Focused on recent 
immigration policies and its effect 
on Canadian immigrant women. 

Program #9. Discussed the 
future of multiculturalism. 

This series of programs proved 
to be so popular with the viewing 
audience that Rogers Cable 
Television screened the entire 
series on several occasions. 

Video tape cassettes of this 
series are available in the 
Resource Centre of the Ministry 
of Citizenship and Culture. The 
Resource Centre is located at: 

77 Bloor Street West 

9th Floor 

Toronto, Ontario 





he Council’s quarterly 

newsletter, MULTI- 

VIEWS, continued to 
be published. 12,000 copies of 
Multiviews are printed and distrib- 
uted to libraries, multicultural 
centres, ethnocultural organiza- 
tions, members of the Provincial 
Parliament, provincial govern- 
ment ministries, provincial 
agencies, police forces and other 
interested groups and individuals. 

‘‘Multiviews’’ shares informa- 

tion on the work and objectives 
of Advisory Council activities, 
policies and programs relative to 
multiculturalism and citizenship. 









ADVISORY COUNCIL'S OPEN HOUSE 


















n December 5, 1981, 
the Advisory Council 
hosted an Open House 

with over four hundred persons 

in attendance. The Open House 
was held in the St. Lawrence 

Lounge of the Macdonald Block, 

Queen’s Park. This occasion 

was the first of its kind in the 

existence of the Council. 

Ms. Susan Fish, M.P.P., 
brought greetings from the 
Government of Ontario and 
congratulated the Council and 
its members for their dedication 
in carrying out the important 
work of the Advisory Council. 

The Open House provided an 
opportunity for the many mem- 
bers of the province’s diverse 
ethnocultural communities to 
meet with one another and to 
familiarize themselves increas- 
ingly with the work and 
objectives of the Advisory 
Council. 




















Malta Band Club performs at 
Open House 





Guests and Council Members enjoy 
reception at Open House. 
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Areas of Concern and 
Activities 

The Cultural Affairs Com- 
mittee is concerned with the 
promotion of the ‘‘cultural”’ 
community concept of ethnic 
minorities; cultural heritage 
and language retention; 
property tax exemption for 
cultural centres; operational 
and capital funding; Ontario 
Arts Council funding directly 
to minority arts groups; support 
for third language instruction 
in community-run schools; 
review of Ontario Arts 
Council and Canada Council 
funding of performing arts 
groups; liaison with Ontario 
cultural centres and co-oper- 
ation with Field Services 
Branches of the Ministry of 
Citizenship and Culture; and 
minorities’ access to Regional 
Arts Councils. 





t its first meeting, the 

Cultural Affairs Com- 

mittee established a 
suggested agenda for the year 


_ which included: cultural decora- 


tion of government buildings and 
travelling displays, community 
colleges, recognition of citizens 
by the Ontario government, and 
the work of the field offices of the 
Ministry of Culture and Recrea- 
tion, including funding and 
support, and the involvement of 
youth. At subsequent meetings, 


' consultations were held and com- 


munications received regarding 
each of these areas. 

Artwork in Government Build- 
ings: The Committee secured 
information that some 1/2 to 
1 percent of construction costs 
are allocated for decoration. It 
appears that about 90% of these 
funds go to fine arts and about 
10% to folk arts. The Committee 
discussed the benefits that would 
result if there were travelling 
displays of ethnocultural arts for 
libraries and galleries. 

Community Colleges: The 
Committee decided to implement 
a survey of Community Colleges 
to determine their interest and 
activities in the area of multi- 
culturalism, such as courses, 
cooperation with groups, confer- 
ences, language instruction. 

The completed questionnaires 
are currently being received 
and will be analysed. 

Ontario Medal for Good Citizen- 
ship: The Committee met with 
Miss Helen Bourke, who is res- 
ponsible for the administration of 
the medal award. It is designed as 
an award for ‘‘every-day’’ people 
who do volunteer (unpaid) work 
that is of community benefit. 
Initiated in 1973, the medal is 
given each year to a maximum 
of twelve persons. The Committee 
was encouraged to hear that a 
particular effort had been made 
to secure nominations from all 
sections and groups in Ontario. 
In this regard, nominations 
had been solicited from ethno- 
cultural groups and it appears 
this practice will continue. 

Field Offices and Ministry of 
Culture and Recreation: The 
Cultural Affairs Committee met 
with representatives from two 
field offices and discussed pro- 
grammes, field work, outreach 
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possibilities, funding, and con- 
tinuity of support. New patterns 
of immigrant settlement are 
requiring additional services in 
some communities. These needs 
are just one of a multitude of ser- 
vices that the Ministry of Culture 
and Recreation seeks to support. 
Field Officers are consequently 
mostly concerned with respond- 
ing to expressed community 
needs. There is a sensitivity in 
some field offices to the need to 
develop an awareness of those 
who are not in a position to 
express their requirements 

to the field office. 

A particular concern of the 
Committee was the provision 
which might be made for more 
continuous and planned funding 
of multicultural and ethnocultural 
centres. The Committee recom- 
mended to the Executive and 
General Council that a task force 
be established by the Council to 
investigate the advisability and 
feasibility of improving the 


mechanisms of funding centres 
and programmes. 

Historical Plaques: An analysis 
of the events and people commem- 
orated by the historical plaques 
in the province revealed an 
imbalance in the ethnocultural 
distribution of the groups and 
people commemorated. Following 
a meeting with a representative 
of the Historical Conservation 
and Promotion Section, it was 
felt by the Committee members 
that even greater efforts should 
be made to insure that the partici- 
pation of all groups be recog- 
nized. The Committee felt that 
an extension of the plaque pro- 
gramme to remedy the present 
imbalance, and sometimes virtual 
neglect of some groups, deserves 
immediate consideration. The 
plaques are an overt, visible, and 
symbolic recognition of the work 
of all people in the development 
of our province and society. 

Consultation with Youth: The 
Committee organized a one day 
“‘Consultation with Youth”’ for 
the members of the Advisory 
Council. The meeting was held 
on January 23rd, 1982. The pro- 
gramme included a presentation 
on the Ministry of Education’s 





Couchiching Leadership Camp 
for students, an address by Mr. 
Rick Saliba, President of the 
Ontario Students’ Councils and 
consultations with youth by each 
of the Advisory Council’s Com- 
mittees. Some sixty students 
from across the province gave 
Council members their views on 
human rights, cultural affairs, 
education, social and community 
affairs and in general, provided 
Council members with the con- 
cerns of youth. Guests for the 
occasion included the Honourable 
Reuben Baetz, who addressed the 


students and Council at a luncheon, 


Ms. Frances Poleschuk, from the 
Ministry of Education, Ms. Susan 
Fish M.P.P., Dr. George Bancroft 
and Ms. Whipple Steinkraus from 
the Ministry of Culture and 
Recreation. Others who partici- 
pated in the programme included 
Ms. Chris Tyndall, York Borough 
Board of Education, Mr. Larry 
Diachun, Vice-Principal Newton- 
brook Secondary School, Mr. 
V.W.E. Schweneke, Ministry of 
Education Co-ordinator, Leader- 
ship Training Programme. 

Among the issues that will 
be of continuing interest in the 
next year is the celebration of the 
province’s bicentennial, the work 
of multicultural centres, and 
the report of the survey on com- 
munity colleges. 

At the full Council Meeting 
held on May 23, 1981, the follow- 
ing recommendations from the 


Cultural Affairs Committee were 
approved for submission to the 
Government of Ontario. 

THAT the Ontario Advisory 
Council on Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship ask the Ontario govern- 
ment to more widely publicize the 
existence of the Ontario Medal 
for Good Citizenship, and that 
members of our Council be 
encouraged to nominate a suit- 
able person(s) each year. 

THAT THE Ministry of Cuiture 
and Recreation acquaint com- 
munity groups with the ‘‘direc- 
tory of Ethnic Groups in Ontario”’ 
and other such information and 
publications. 

In addition, the following two 
recommendations were passed: 

THAT one afternoon of a forth- 
coming regular Advisory Council 
meeting be set aside for a session 
involving presentations by youth, 
and 

THAT the Council members 
authorize the Cultural Affairs 
Committee to explore and secure 
youth representation for such a 
presentation. 

The Cultural Affairs Committee 
held five meetings during the year. 


Keith McLeod, Chairman 


Note: 

The Council has obtained a 
Government response to the 
Committee’s May 23, 1981 
recommendations. Copies 

of the responses are available 
at the Council office. 
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Areas of Concern 


and Activities 

The Education Committee is 
concerned with the accredita- 
tion of third language courses 
in schools of cultural commun- 
ities; the Heritage Language 
Programme, academic research 
and non-official language 
minorities; programmes 
through continuing adult- 
education; community colleges; 
apprenticeship training; 
teacher training; text books. 
libraries and other sources: 
liaison with school boards; 
educational standards and 
policy reviews. 





n behalf of the Council, 


the Committee prepared 
briefs for the Secondary 


Education Review Project and for 
Task Group Number 10, Multi- 


cultural Library Services of the 
Public Libraries Programme 
Review. The Committee also 

_ suggested a number of topics 
to be raised with the Federal 
Cultural Review Committee. 
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The Committee co-ordinated 
the afternoon session of the Coun- 
cil Meeting held on May 9th. 
Various speakers, experts in the 
field of education addressed the 
Council. 

The Committee forwarded to 
the Council a number of resolu- 


tions. Subjects dealt with included 


the need for qualified third 
language teachers in high schools 
when a language is introduced 
for the first time, the introduction 
of Heritage Language Programmes 
in high schools, the status of full- 
time Heritage Language teachers, 
the teaching of religions in 
schools and conferences on 
language pedagogy for Heritage 
Language Teachers, with Ministry 
of Education support. 

The Committee considered 
the report, ‘‘Perspectives on 
Multicultural Education’’, of 
the Committee on Multicultural 
Education of the Australian 
Ethnic Affairs Council. It was 
recommended that the establish- 
ment of a Centre for Information 
on language teaching should be 
examined at the national and pro- 
vincial level, that all students in 
faculties of education or teachers’ 
colleges should have the oppor- 
tunity to take courses dealing 
with multiculturalism and that 
some teachers should become 
specialists in intercultural studies. 

Members of the Committee 
attended as workshop leaders 
the National Conference on Multi- 
cultural Education in Winnipeg. 
Some members also attended a 
conference on heritage languages 
sponsored by the City of Toronto 
Board of Education and the 
conference of the Organisation 
for Caribbean Initiatives. 

The Committee feels a need 
to expand its knowledge of the 
training given to the various pro- 
fessional groups who are respon- 
sible for the delivery of services 
to the various components of our 
multicultural society. 
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At the full Council Meeting held 
on May 23, 1981, the following 
recommendation from the Educa- 
tion Committee was approved for 
submission to the Government 
of Ontario. 

WHEREAS in some high 

schools, the teaching of third 

languages is entrusted to 
teachers who are not qualified 
to teach the-subject and whose 
knowledge of it is limited, 

The Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship recommends to the Govern- 
ment of Ontario and the School 
Boards of Ontario 

THAT these languages should 

be taught only by those 

qualified to do so. 

At the full Council Meeting 
held on September 26, 1981, the 
following recommendation from 
the Education Committee was 


approved for submission to the 
Government of Ontario. 


leading directly to employment 
in professions, the Council at 


WHEREAS the Heritage 
Language teachers of Ontario 
have a need for curriculum 
materials and whereas they 
continually must develop 
and produce such materials 
whether or not they have exper- 
tise, it is recommended that 
The Ministry of Education 
show leadership in encouraging 
and assisting the Boards of 
Education and Faculties of 
Education throughout the Prov- 
ince of Ontario in providing 
training in curriculum develop- 
ment for the heritage language 
branches. This could be done 
through Ministry sponsored 
workshops (as, for example, 
has been done in Sudbury), 
or through conferences where 
the expertise of the entire prov- 
ince could be shared among 


present is concerned that the 

study of humanities especially 

languages and cultures should 
not suffer through reduction 

in funding. 

The Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship recommends to the Govern- 
ment of Ontario 

THAT there should be a study 

of the various cultures making 

up the Canadian mosaic in the 
schools, it being understood 
that some decisions regarding 
selection need to be made at 
the local level and particular 
schools may need to specialize 
in the study of particular 
cultures. Some of this material 
could be included in history 
and geography courses. Major 
authors should be studied in 
translation. 


the participants. 
At the full Council Meeting 
held on December 5, 1981, the 


following recommendations from 


the Education Committee were 
approved for submission to the 


The Council further, would like 
to reinforce the recommenda- 
tions in the SERP Report that 
cultural and human relations 
content be incorporated ina 
wide variety of courses or pro- 


published material relating to 
their languages and cultures. 
The Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship recommends to the Govern- 
ment of Ontario 
THAT all students in faculties 
of education should have the 
opportunity to take courses 
dealing with multiculturalism. 
The Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship recommends to the Govern- 
ment of Ontario 
THAT a study should be made 
of whether a Centre for Infor- 
mation on Language Teaching, 
at the national or provincial 
level, should be instituted. 
Such a Centre could act as a 
repository and clearing house 
of information on matters 
relating to the teaching and 
learning of languages (including 
English and French, ESL and 
FSL), as an advisory body on 
language teaching method, as 
an organizer of conferences, 
specialized seminars and 
courses and to perform other 
related functions. 








The Education Committee held 
seven meetings during the year. 


grammes; however, the Council 
is also concerned that increas- 
ing attention be given to such 
content at the Kindergarten to 
Grade 8 levels. 

The Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship recommends to the Govern- 
ment of Ontario 

THAT consideration should 

be given to the role of new 

technologies, for example, 

computers, in the teaching of 
heritage languages, keeping in 
mind that in some areas, the 
groups are too small to have 


Government of Ontario. 

The Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship recommends to the Govern- 
ment of Ontario 

THAT whereas suggestions 

have been made by various 

committees that university 
education should emphasize 
increasingly, fields of study 


S. B. Chandler, Chairman 


Note: 

The Council has obtained a 
Government response to the Com- © 
mittee’s May 23, 1981, September 
26, 1981 and December 5, 1981 
recommendations. Copies are 
available at the Council office. 
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Areas of Concern 
and Activities 


The Human Rights and 
Antidefamation Committee is 
concerned with individual and 
group discrimination in 
employment; the Human 
Rights Code; the Ontario | 


Human Rights Commission; 
housing, public accommoda- 
tion and services; hate mes- 
sages and literature; racism 
and bigotry; the Criminal 
Code; the law, courts, and the 
police; police-community 
liaison groups; legal aid 
services. 


ill 7 

The major thrust of the 

Committee was Bill 7, An 
Act to Revise, Amend and 
Extend Protection of Human 
Rights in Ontario. 

A brief was prepared and pre- 
sented to the Standing Committee 
on Resources Development. The 
brief was well received and many 
of the proposed amendments 
were, in fact, incorporated into 
_ the Bill and passed in the Legisla- 
' ture in December, 1981. 

Members of the committee met 
_ with the Honourable Reuben C. 








Baetz to inform him of the coun- 
cil’s support of the Bill and asked 
that he relay our support to the 
Honourable Robert Elgie, Minister 
of Labour. The Committee felt 
that it was important to do this, 
given the media’s negative recep- 
tion of the Bill. 


List of Boards and 
Commissions 


Early in the year, it was suggested 
that a list containing the names of 
the Boards, Commissions and 
Agencies of the Ontario Govern- 
ment be supplied to members of 
this committee. The committee is 
pleased to note that such a list is 
now available. 

Bill 68 

It was the Committee’s intention 
to deliberate on this “‘Act for the 
establishment and conduct of a 
project in the Municipality of 
Metropolitan Toronto to improve 
methods of processing complaints 
by members of the public against 
police officers on the Metro- 
politan Police Force’. 

However, because both Bill 68 
and Bill 7 were debated in the 
House in the same session, most 
of the Committee’s energies were 
spent on the Human Rights Bill. 





hci ne el he a 
Affirmative Action 


This is a topic for the Committee’s 
current study. It is felt that there 
is need for a much more in-depth 
look at the concept within a 
Canadian framework. 

This committee has made a 
significant contribution to Human 
Rights in the Province of Ontario, 
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because of the part it played in 
proposing amendments to Bill 7. 
When a new Council is formed, 


‘itis hoped that the Human Rights 


and Antidefamation Committee 
would continue to be vigilant and 
responsive to issues which affect 
the human rights of citizens of 
Ontario. It should, as well, pursue 
the affirmative action thrust. 

In addition, the Committee 
would like to establish a working 
relationship with the Ontario 
Human Rights Commission to 
ensure that the new bill is effec- 
tively implemented, as well as 
to note areas for further 
improvements. 

The Human Rights and Anti- 
defamation Committee held eight 
meetings during the year. 


Jean Gammage, Chairman 
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Areas of Concern 
and Activities 


The Immigration and Refugees 


Committee is concerned with 
the monitoring of government 
services and programmes; the 
Ontario reception services at - 
the Toronto Airport; Welcome 
House; English as Second 
language/French as second lan- 
guage and orientation.classes; 
multilingual counselling; 
third language information 
kits; community immigrant 
aid agencies; community 
information centres; illegal 
immigrants; appeal boards 
and procedures; political 
refugees; deportations; and 
immigrant women. 





he Immigration and 

Refugees Committee 

focussed its attention 
on an examination of the Task 
Force on Immigration Practices 
and Procedures reports, which 
addressed a great many of the 
issues raised in previous OACMC 
recommendations. 

After a thorough review of all 

Task Force recommendations, the 
committee brought a strong 





IMMIGRATION AND REFUGEES COMMITTEE 


recommendation for immediate 
implementation. 

An education session for all 
OACMC members was presented 
by the Immigration and Refugees 
committee and their invited 
guests. The speakers addressed 
the history of immigration law 
in Canada, provincial/federal 
responsibilities for immigration, 
the Task Force on Immigration 
Practices and Procedures and 
problems of Immigrant Women. 

The Committee also co-ordinated 
the production of one segment of 
the ‘‘Multiviews’’ series which 
discussed immigrant women’s 
problems. 

Other topics of concern included 
dual citizenship and the effec- 
tiveness of settlement services 
at Welcome House. 


At the full Council Meeting held 
on December 5, 1981, the follow- 
ing recommendation from the 
Immigration and Refugee Commit- 
tee was approved for submission 
to the Government of Ontario. 
Whereas the Regulations to the 
Immigration Act provide that 
an employment authorization 
may be given to “‘...a person 
who has made a claim to be a 
refugee which claim has not 
been finally determined”, and 
Whereas the interpretation 
given to this Regulation by the 
Immigration Commission does 
not allow its application to in- 
status claimants, and 
Whereas the Task Force on 
Immigration Practices and Pro- 
cedures in its Report titled 
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“The Refugee Status Deter- 
mination Process’’ published 
by the Ministry of Employment 
and Immigration November, 
1981 recommended that 
“The Regulations should define 
in-status Refugee claimants 
and specifically authorize an 
in-status refugee claimant to be 
eligible for a work permit” 
The Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship recommends to the govern- 
ment of Ontario 
THAT it urge the Federal 
Minister of Employment and 
Immigration to ensure imple- 
mentation of the Task Force 
recommendation as soon as 
possible. 
The Immigration and Refugees 
Committee held six meetings 
during the year. 


Joana Kuras, Chairman 


Note: 

The Council has obtained a 
Government response to the 
Committee’s December 5, 1981 
recommendation. A copy of the 
response is available at the 
Council office. 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 


Areas of Concern 
and Activities 


The Intergovernmental Affairs 
Committee is concerned with 
international and inter- 
provincial cultural exchanges; 
liaison with municipal multi- 
cultural agencies and pro- 


grammes; liaison with other 
provincial advisory councils 
and the Federal Consultative 
Council on Multiculturalism; 
issues and concerns under 
federal jurisdiction (External 
Affairs, Secretary of State, and 
Manpower and Immigration). 





n total, six committee 

meetings were held 

during the year. The main 
interest of the committee was in 
the area of the Canadian Constitu- 
tion. Developments were taking 
place rapidly, with many ups 
and downs both in expectations 
and in modifications. A meeting 
with Mr. H. Allen Leal, senior 
advisor to Premier William Davis 


in these matters, was particularly 
informative and successful. 
Although the final version was 
not to everybody’s satisfaction, 
the Intergovernmental Affairs 
Committee was pleased with the 
outcome and proud of the role 


played by the Ontario Government. 


Some time was spent on a 
survey of multicultural legislation 
in other provinces, an exercise 
which did not provide much, 
either in the way of information 
or guidance, to the committee. 

Discussions on property tax 
exemption for institutions devoted 
to the preservation of multicultural 
heritage resulted in the formation 
of a Task Force. To date no report 
has been tabled. 

Plans to study the extent of the 
involvement of Ontario munici- 
palities in multicultural pro- 
grammes or activities were shelved 
because sufficient funds under 
the Experience 81 programme 
were not allotted. 

Members of the Intergovern- 
mental Affairs Committee agreed 
that closer liaison of this Council 
with other similar bodies within 
Ontario and across Canada should 
be actively pursued. 

At the full Council Meeting 
held on December 5, 1981, the 
following recommendation from 
the Intergovernmental Affairs 
Committee was approved for 
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submission to the Government of 
Ontario. 

The Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship wishes — 

To express its sincere appreciation 
for the role played by Premier 
Davis in the difficult process of 
reaching an agreement on the 
Canadian Constitution. 

The Intergovernmental Affairs 
Committee held six meetings 
during the year. 


Professor Jan Stryland, 
Chairman 


Note: 

The Council has obtained a 
response to the Committee’s 
December 5, 1981 recommenda- 
tion. A copy of the response is 
available at the Council office. 
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MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 





Areas of Concern 
EViteevaCe hist ates 


The Media and Communica- 
tions Committee is concerned 
with public exposure and 
publicity through the Govern- 
ment Information communica- 
tion program;/Council publica- 
tions; government multilingual 


translation and interpreting 
services; the Ontario Educa- 
tion Communications Authority; 
multicultural productions; 
TVOntario programmes; 
monitoring of media bias and 
the stereotyping of minorities 
in print or in the electronic 
medium; ethnic press. 





he Media and Communi- 

cations Committee, at 

the beginning of 1981, 
set before itself certain goals. 
Now, a year later, we have tried to 
assess our successes and failures. 
In some areas we have, we believe, 
achieved positive results. ‘“Multi- 
views”’ is a reality — two issues 
have been published and a third is 
in process, reaching an important 
segment of the community, poli- 
ticians, community leaders, ethno- 
cultural centres, a total distribution 
of some 12,000. We conducted a 
Media Day, which brought 


together leading figures from the 
media and an interesting exchange 
of views. Members of the Com- 
mittee have appeared on televi- 
sion, as representatives of the 
Council and in their personal 
capacities. We have met with the 
ethnic press, which plays a vital 
role in the ethnic communities, 
with a view to helping them meet 
the truly massive problems which 
they face. Members of the Com- 
mittee have represented Council 
at various functions, including 

an Appreciation Night, sponsored 
by Rogers Cable, reflecting Roger’s 
understanding of our Council’s 
effective role in the ‘““Multiviews”’ 
program. 

One of the notable achieve- 
ments of the Media Committee, 
in which many members of 
Council snared, was a series of 
television programs on Rogers 
Cable. These programs covered 
the entire range of Council activi- 
ties and Council goals. The series 
consisted of nine half-hour seg- 
ments. They have been televised 
repeatedly, not only in Toronto, 
but throughout the province. 
Madeline Ziniak, the producer 
of the programs, a member of the 
council and of the committee, 
must be singled out for her 
unreserved commitment to their 
excellence. We must regard this 
series as one of the most signifi- 
cant of our efforts during the 
past year. 

During the Media Committee’s 
final meeting of the year, we con- 
sidered recommendations to our 
successors. We believe that the 
impact on the multicultural ele- 
ment in newspapers of the Kent 
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Report may be a significant one. 
While reams have been written — 
and will continue to be written — 
on the implications of the Kent 
Report, there has been very little 
consideration of its effect on 
ethnocultural groups. An inten- 
sive analysis of the Report should 
give us some indication of what 
we, as an Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship, may expect. Some years 
ago, the Council conducted an 
examination of the press, both 
the metropolitan and smaller 
community press, in an effort to 
determine its attitude towards 
multiculturalism and to probe 
the manifestations of racism, etc. 
It is, we believe, time for another 
such inquiry. It has been some 
time, too, since we met with the 
editors of the English language 
general press and the person- 








alities at the head of our television 
industry and we hope this year 
to resume the very warm relation- 
ship we developed with them. We 
also hope to cement our relation- 
ship with the ethnic press and per- 
haps arrange for a Council visit to 
some of the major ethnic publi- 
cations, so that we may become 
better acquainted with their 
problems. 

The success of the Rogers 
Cable television series produced 
this year suggests that we may be 
able to continue the process. 
Those of us who saw the C.B.C. 
television production of ‘‘The 
Golden Mountain’’ must have 
been deeply moved by the story 
it presented of the struggles, the 
sacrifices, the trauma, which the 
Chinese community has faced in 
its fight for recognition and accep- 
tance. To a greater or lesser degree, 
all ethnocultural communities 
have shared in this process. The 
Media and Communications 
Committee has discussed a second 
series of television programs — 
done on a more modest scale 
than ‘‘The Golden Mountain’’ 
which might bring out the story of 
the immigration of other groups. 

1983 will mark the tenth 
annivesary of the formation of the 





Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship. The committee believes 
that this would provide an oppor- 
tune time to bring to public 
notice an important, but greatly 
neglected, area of Ontario life. 
The observance of our 10th Anni- 
versary might be an occasion, 

in conjunction with the Ministry 
of Culture and Recreation, to 
arrange for lecture series, films and 
travelling exhibits which might 
penetrate every area in the prov- 
ince and involve hundreds of 
thousands of Ontario residents, of 
every ethnocultural derivation, in 








Media Forum, left to right: 

Dr. Jim Parr, Chairman, Ontario Educa- 
tional Communications Authority, Pat 
Douey, Vice-President of Programming, 
Rogers Cable TV, Johnny Lombardi, 
President, CHIN Radio, Madeline 
Ziniak, member of Media and Com- 
munications Committee, Rev. Benito 
Framarin, Chairman of Media and 
Communications Committee. 





the important contribution which 
has been and is being made by 
people of other than British or 
French origin. 


Rev. Benito Framarin, Chairman 
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 





Areas of Concern 

and Activities 

The Social Development 
Committee is concerned with 
women and senior citizens as 
members of cultural minorities 
at various stages of their social 
integration in the larger com- 
munity of Ontario citizens; 
issues affecting youth; assist- 
ance to native communities; 
community agencies provid- 
ing social assistance to their 
members; religious abuse; day 
care, nurseries and rehabili- 
tation centres; veteran and 
service clubs; delinquency; 
crime; family courts; family 
counselling. 





he past year for the 
Social Development 
Committee was active 
and rewarding. 
At the beginning of 1981, 
the committee worked on the 
responses by the Provincial 
Government to our recommenda- 
tions. We were gratified that a 


great many of our recommenda- 
tions had been adopted by the 
government. 

The Committee looked at Child 
Abuse, concluding some of the 
work left from the previous year. 

Senior Citizens were next on 
the calendar. Two meetings of the 
Committee were devoted to this 
topic, with conclusions being 
submitted at the June Council 
meeting. 

The Committee devoted a 
considerable amount of time to a 
review of the funding policies on 
operational support to community- 
based ethnocultural social 
agencies. We also reviewed the 
government responses to the 
recommendation to the Task 
Force on Immigrant Women. As 
a result, the Committee realized 
that there is a great need fora 
detailed look into the provisions 
and a co-ordination of social ser- 
vices to the ethnic communities. 
A recommendation to appoint a 
Task Force was made at the 
December, 1981 Council meeting. 

The Committee made several 
observations on the format of the 
Council Meetings during 1981. 

At the full Council Meeting 
held on December 5, 1981, the 
following recommendation from 
the Social Development Commit- 
tee was approved. 

The Social Development 
Committee during its examination 
of the Government of Ontario’s 
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responses to the recommenda- 
tions of the Joint Task Force 
Report on Immigrant Women 
realize that there is a need fora 
detailed look into the provision 
and co-ordination of social ser- 
vices to the ethnic communities. 
The Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship recommends 
THAT a task force be appointed 
by the Council to be composed of: 
not more than four members. 
The Social Development Com- 
mittee held six meetings during 
the year. 


Rick Ayoub, Chairman 
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ouncil year 1982/83 was 

a busy year for members 

and staff of the Ontario 
Advisory Council on Multicultur- 
alism and Citizenship. The 
decision to adopt a more aggres- 
sive outreach program provided 
new priorities in communicating 
with the public. High on our 
list of new directions for the year 
was the organization of regional 
meetings in association with 
Council members from each area 
and in co-sponsorship with 
the local multicultural centre or 
association. 

This regional thrust was made 
possible by an increased budget for 
operating expenses. It had two 
main purposes — to reflect local 
concerns relating to multicultural 
and citizenship issues, and to 
highlight the availability of 
Council members as a continuing 
source of communication with 
the Council. An important initial 
step was taken in identifying 
common concerns through public 
meetings held in Thunder Bay, 
in Ottawa and in Sudbury. 

The issues identified have been 
pursued in a number of ways. 

The Ottawa regional meetings 
were also a first for the Council, 
as, in addition to a public 
meeting hosted by our Ottawa 
area Council members, the 
Advisory Council co-operated 
with the Ontario Human Rights 
Commission and the Race Rela- 
tions Division in sponsoring 
a very successful ‘Know Your 
Rights’ forum on Bill #7, An Act 


to Revise, Amend and Extend 
Protection of Human Rights in 
Ontario. 

The pattern of consultations 
started in the previous Council 
year were continued with a major 
function in Toronto, attended 
by Premier William G. Davis, and 
presentations by Multicultural 
Centres from across Ontario. The 
Council was represented at a 
large number of celebrations held 
by ethnocultural communities. 
Members participated in a special 
outreach program, developed 
to explore the concept of multi- 
culturalism as it relates to particu- 
lar lifestyles. This innovative 
series, co-sponsored by the Asso- 
ciation of Jewish Seniors and 
Humber College Continuing Edu- 
cation Department, gave indi- 
vidual Council members an 
opportunity to share life experi- 
ences and culture with an inter- 
ested group of seniors. Moderated 
by founding Council member, 
Julius Hayman, this program pro- 
vided useful insights on cultural 
sharing, as well as on ways to 
use the many skills of our 
members. 

A significant component of the 
Council’s operational plan for 
the 1982/83 year was development 
of a more structured approach 
to policy formulation through the 
use of commissioned research 
and more indepth investigation of 
issues. 

As a result, we were able to 
conduct a worthwhile review of 
the structure and organization of 
the Advisory Council and to 
explore possibilities for future di- 
rections in advance of the Ontario 
Government’s 1984 ten year 
review of the agency. This in- 
house survey invited the partici- 
pation of both past and present 
members. The process provided us 
all with an opportunity to reflect on 
the Council’s contribution to 
promotion of the multicultural 


concept. It was also an interesting 
exercise in exploration of various 
perceptions of the Council 

and its work. 

During the year, the Ministry of 
Culture and Recreation was 
restructured as the Ministry of 
Citizenship and Culture with the 
Honourable Bruce McCaffrey 
as Minister. The Minister appreci- 
ated the concerns expressed by 
the Council and indicated his 
willingness to work with us to im- 
prove communication between 
the Council and the government. 

Council members viewed 
this as a priority for the future of 
the Council and expressed the 
hope that the forthcoming ‘Sunset 
Review’ would result in a two- 
way process by which the Govern- 
ment would consult the Council on 
policy issues in addition to the 
policy advice generated by 
the Council itself. 

As Council Chairperson, I 
would like to express my personal 
appreciation to my Vice Chair, 
Ms. Janly Pang, whose supportive 
introduction of me to the Council 
set the tone for my relationship 
with the members as the first civil 
servant and the first woman to 
hold this post. Thank you, Janly. 
The Executive Committee and 
the Council staff helped to make 
the year the worthwhile experi- 
ence it has been. 

On behalf of the Advisory 
Council, I also acknowledge with 
gratitude the assistance of the 
many members of the Government 
and of the community who 
helped us to meet the challenges 
of Council year 1982/83. We 
look forward to the challenges of a 
future in which the strength of 
the multicultural concept itself 
will continue to be put to the test. 





he Ontario Advisory 

Council on Multicultur- 

alism and Citizenship 
was established by an Order-in- 
Council on September 26, 1973. 
The Council’s title and mandate 
were extended in 1979 to include 
citizenship as affecting the 
rights and responsibilities of all 
Canadians. 

The Council is an advisory 
body with members appointed by 
Order-in-Council for the specific 
purpose of advising the Govern- 
ment of Ontario on all matters re- 
lating to multiculturalism and 
citizenship affecting all persons in 
Ontario. This advice is presented to 
the Government through the 
Minister of Citizenship and 
Culture. 

In addition to submitting 
recommendations, the Council’s 
activities include public forums, 


regional consultations, committee 
meetings, studies, surveys, 


reports and visiting speakers. 
The Council has a full-time 

Chairperson and membership of 

up to sixty persons from across the 

Province, representing a wide 

range of ethnocultural back- 

grounds and occupations. 
Concerns of the Council in- 
clude: 

¢ To promote provincial policies 
that guarantee equality of 
opportunity for all residents of 
Ontario. 

* To monitor and advise on 
policies relating to access to 
government services for all On- 
tarians. 

¢ To promote policies and pro- 
grams that will lead to positive 
attitudes to racial, religious, 
linguistic and cultural diversity 
in Canada’s multicultural 
society. 

¢ To encourage all ethnocultural 
groups in Ontario to share 
the richness and diversity of 
their cultural heritage with the 
general community. 

* To encourage policies that 
facilitate preservation of the her- 
itage of all Ontarians and 
recognition of the contribution 
of all members of the society. 

¢ To provide assistance in clarify- 
ing for the public, Government 
policies relating to multicultur- 
alism within a context of 
full, equal and responsible citi- 
zenship for all residents in 
Ontario. 





The Council works through its 
Steering Committee and eight 
sub-committees which deal with 
wide-ranging issues and relevant 
areas of concern. In 1982-83, the 
sub-committees were: 

* Citizenship and Intergovernmen- 
tal Affairs Committee 
* Cultural Affairs and Heritage 

Committee 
¢ Education and Youth Concerns 

Committee 
¢ Human Rights and Race Rela- 

tions Committee 
¢ Immigration and Refugees 

Committee 
¢ Interfaith Committee 
¢ Media and Communications 

Committee 
¢ Social Development Committee 





t the January 23, 1982 

Advisory Council meet- 

ing, Committee Chair- 
persons reported on the overall 
work of their committees during 
1981. Reports were submitted 
from the following committees: 


Cultural Affairs Committee 
Education Committee 

Human Rights and Antidefamation 
Committee 

Immigration and Refugees Com- 
mittee 

Intergovernmental Affairs Com- 
mittee 

Media and Communications 
Committee 

Social Development Committee 


Following the plenary session, a 
“Consultation with Youth’, co- 
ordinated by the Cultural Affairs 
Committee, chaired by Professor 
Keith McLeod was held. This 
meeting with youth was held to 
better understand the concerns of 
youth regarding issues related 
to multiculturalism and citizen- 
ship in Ontario. 

Approximately 70 participants 
from various regions of Ontario at- 
tended the dialogue. Participants 
included students from Grade 
IX to XII, accompanying teachers, 
members of Ontario Secondary 
School Students Association and 
other guests. At the opening 
luncheon, the Minister of Culture 
and Recreation, the Honourable 
Reuben Baetz, extended greetings 
from the Government. Other 
guests included Ms. Susan Fish, 
M.P.P. and Dr. George Bancroft, 
Ministry of Culture and Recrea- 
tion. 

The proceedings consisted of 
presentations by students who at- 
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tended the Leadership Camps 

at Lake Couchiching, with an 
introduction by Miss Fran Poles- 
chuk, Director, Elementary 
Education, of the Ministry of 
Education; address by Rick Saliba, 
President of the Ontario Second- 
ary School Students’ Association; 
dialogue between students and 
the various committees; a special 
session for accompanying teach- 
ers/adults on ‘“‘Leadership Educa- 
tion” conducted by Mrs. Chris 
Tyndall, York Board of Education 
and the closing session. During 
the meeting of January 23, 

1982, final recommendations from 
several Committees of the Advi- 
sory Council for 1981 were 
approved for submission to the 
Government of Ontario. These in- 


cluded: 
Cultural Affairs Committee 


Whereas the subjects and com- 
memorated events on the histori- 
cal plaques across the province 
indicate that some cultural groups 
or people in the province have 
received little attention and 
their participation in the growth 
and development of the province 
has not been noted sufficiently. 
“Be it resolved that the Histori- 
cal Conservation and Promo- 
tion Section of the Heritage 
Administration Branch of the 
Ministry of Culture and Recrea- 
tion be asked to further extend 
their efforts to make these 
commemorative plaques more 
representative of the many 
cultures and people who have 
participated in our historic 
development.”’ 


Whereas those responsible for 
the administration and awarding 
of the Ontario Medal for Good 
Citizenship have made excellent 
contacts and taken appropriate 
steps to acquaint all cultural com- 
munities in this province concern- 
ing the Medal, and to secure 


nomination from among all sec- 
tions of the Ontario population. 


“Be it resolved that the Council 
congratulatethoseresponsiblefor 
their efforts and encourage | 
them to continue to secure 
nominations from a wide vari- 
ety of people in Ontario.”’ 


Immigration and Refugees 
Committee 


Having received the Report of the 
Task Force on Immigration 
Practices and Procedures entitled, 
“THE REFUGEE STATUS DETER=@ 
MINATION PROCESS”, the 
Immigration and Refugees Com- 
mittee found the Report and 
Recommendations of the Task 
Force to provide a sound basis for 
necessary changes to Canada’s 
procedure for determining refugee 
status, as well as the proposed 
amendments to the Immigration 
Act and Regulations. 

The recommended standard of 
procedural fairness and profes- 
sionalism, if implemented, would 
safeguard adequate consideration of 
salient facts which are essential 
for fair and accurate assessment of | 
refugee claims. The Committee 
fully endorsed the Task Force Re- 
port. 

The Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship recommends to the Govern- 
ment of Ontario: 

“To urge the Federal Govern- 

ment and the Minister of 

Employment and Immigration 

to implement the recommenda- — 

tions made by the Federal 

Task Force on Immigration 

Practices and Procedures in its 

report ‘THE REFUGEE STATUS 

DETERMINATION PROCESS’ as © 

soon as possible.”’ 








r. Mavis Burke, Chair- 
person of the Advisory 
Council welcomed 
Council members to the first plen- 
ary session for the 1982-83 
year of the Council. 

Dr. Burke in her address to 
Council members stated ‘‘The 
Council’s task is to deal with the 
present without losing sight 
of the lasting value of the past. 
For this reason, we need to 
encourage policies that will facili- 
tate preservation of the heritage 
of all Ontarians and recognition of 
the contribution of all members 
of the society. Ontario’s ethnocul- 
tural groups will need to continue 
to share their cultural heritage 
with others as old customs 
and traditions evolve in the con- 
text of Canada.” 

During the meeting, a letter was 
read from the Honourable William 
G. Davis, dated February 3, 

1982, acknowledging the Council’s 
congratulations on the Constitu- 
tion. 


The text of a proposed Scroll of 
Appreciation on the occasion 
of the repatriation of the Canadian 
Constitution was read and ac- 
cepted by the Advisory Council. 
The scrolls would be sent to 
the Honourable William G. Davis, 
Premier of Ontario and to the 
Right Honourable Pierre E. Tru- 
deau, Prime Minister of Canada. 
Each Council member would 
receive a memento scroll to use in 
their local celebrations if possible. 

Among the suggestions made 
in the brief discussion that 
followed were that the Council 
should examine the implications 
of the Charter of Rights and 
that February 15 be duly recog- 
nized to commemorate not 
only the adoption of the Canadian 
Flag but also, the whole constitu- 
tional process. 

In view of the 1984 Sunset 
Review date for the Council, Dr. 
Burke proposed the formation of 





an advisory committee to do 
an overall review of the Council 
and its past work and make 
recommendations for the future. 

Nominated to the Sunset 
Review Advisory Committee were: 
Julius Hayman, Ernie Checkeris, 
and Rudolf Helling. 

At the afternoon plenary 
session, Council members broke 
into regional groups to identify 
specific concerns of the regions 
and to prepare activities or 
areas of study to be pursued by 
the Advisory Council. The 
regional groups were: Northern 
Region; Southern Region; Eastern 
Region and Central Region. 


aa 








n June 18, meetings of 

the eight Standing 

Committees were held. 
Following that, Council members 
convened for the two meetings of 
the Citizenship Committees 
and Multiculturalism Committees. 

A special meeting was held 
to discuss the issue of Third Lan- 
guages Education in Ontario 
schools which had become a 
highly controversial, much-publi- 
cized matter in the Toronto area. 
Members discussed the matter 

at length. It was noted that 
the Advisory Council was on 
record as a strong supporter of 
third language education. The Ad- 
visory Council deplored the 
controversy that had developed 
over the issue in Toronto and the 
political overtones that had 
emerged. The public had been left 
confused and with a negative 
perception of the government’s 
position. It was agreed that 
the Council would have to have a 
great deal more information 
and clarification before making a 
statement or recommendation. 
The issue was therefore referred to 


12 


the Education Committee for 
further study. 

The day’s session concluded 
with the film ‘‘Working Together’’ 
produced by the Ontario Human 
Rights Commission. 

On June 19, two sessions of the 
following workshops were held for 
Advisory Council members: 
“Language Issues in a Multicul- 
tural Society. What Research Tells 
Us”’: Facilitator, Professor James 
Cummins. 

“The Immigrant Experience, An 
Analysis and Policy Implications”: 
Facilitator, Dr. Milada Disman. 

“Media and Multiculturalism, 
Analysis and Recommendations 
for Future Action”’: Facilitator, Dr. 
Suwanda Sugunasiri. 

“The Work of the Ontario 
Advisory Council on Senior 
Citizens and Possibilities for Co- 
operation”’: Facilitator, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Szalowski. 

“Youth, The Forgotten Genera- 
tion — A Study of Skill Training 
and Apprenticeship — Findings 
and Recommendations”’: Facilita- 
tor, Mrs. Harriet Wolman. 

Committee Reports were pre- 
sented by the convenors of 
the following Committees: 


Citizenship and Intergovernmental 
Affairs Commitee 

Cultural Affairs and Heritage 
Committee 

Education and Youth Committee 


Human Rights and Race Relations 
Committee 

Immigration and Refugees Com- 
mittee 

Interfaith Committee 

Media and Communications 
Committee 

Social Development Committee 


During the plenary session, the 
following recommendation was 
passed by the Advisory Council: 

“That be it resolved that 

the Ontario Advisory Council 

on Multiculturalism and 

Citizenship urge the Govern- 

ment of Ontario to respond im- | 

mediately to the humanitarian 
call of the Canadian Red 

Cross Society in support of the 

Lebanon appeal.” 











n her remarks Dr. Mavis 

Burke, Advisory Council 

Chairperson, reviewed the 
work of the Advisory Council 
since the Council meeting of June 
18-19, 1982, explaining the 
implications of government finan- 
cial restraint in completing the 
Advisory Council’s program 
for the year. For example, commit- 
tees were asked to communicate 
by teleconference calls instead of 
incurring expenses for travel 
and accommodation. 

The Advisory Council observed 
a minute of silence in remem- 
brance of Prof. Rudolf Helling, 
Council member, who died 
suddenly in West Germany on 
September 10, 1982. Julius 
Hayman then gave a moving trib- 
ute to Prof. Helling. 

John Miloyevich reported that a 
bursary in Dr. Helling’s memory had 
been established at the University 
of Windsor. 

A motion was accepted that 
Council members make a donation 


to the bursary set up in the 
name of Dr. Rudolf Helling at the 
University of Windsor for the 
Development of Ethnic Studies in 
Canada — the amount of the 
donation to be left to the personal 
discretion of individual members. 
Reports by the convenors of 
the eight sub-committees were 
presented; these included: 


Citizenship and Intergovernmental 
Affairs Committee 

Cultural Affairs and Heritage 
Committee 

Education and Youth Concerns 
Committee 

Human Rights and Race Relations 
Committee 

Immigration and Refugees Com- 
mittee 

Interfaith Committee 

Media and Communications 
Committee 

Social Development Committee 


Ernie Checkeris, Chairman Sun- 
set Review Advisory Committee, 
tabled the report ‘“Ten Years 
of Multiculturalism in Ontario”’. 
The motion for acceptance of 
the report was carried by Council 
members. Dr. Mavis Burke 
expressed sincere thanks to Ernie 





Checkeris, Julius Hayman, the 
late Dr. Rudolf Helling, and Dr. 
Vandra Masemann, the researcher, 
for an excellent report. 

Council members were asked to 
contribute to the completion of 
the final section of the report by 
completing the questionnaire, “A 
Personal Perspective on Future Di- 
rections for the Council.”’ 

Dr. Burke reported that, at the 
request of the Interfaith Commit- 
tee, she had put forward the 
following recommendation as an 
enquiry to the Government. 

“THAT in the interest of pro- 

moting the multicultural 

and multireligious concepts of 

the Province, the Ontario 

Advisory Council on Multicul- 

turalism and Citizenship 

recommends that the Govern- 
ment of Ontario invite members 
of the various religious faiths 
to deliver the invocation 

at the opening of the Ontario 

Legislature.”’ 
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r. Burke, Chairperson of 

the Advisory Council, in 

her address to Council 
members, noted that our review of 
the past operations of the Advi- 
sory Council has provided for all 
of us a significant learning 
experience. It has brought into 
clearer focus some of the problems 
involved in the development of 
constructive policy advice by an 
agency like ours. In examining 
these issues we have been able to 
arrive at a consensus on some 
points but remain wary of changes 
which might affect us personally or 
appear to have the potential to 
lessen the influence on Council 
deliberations of the ethnic group 
to which we belong. 

Dr. Burke reported that, as a 

result of the input of the Cultural 
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Affairs Committee, the Provincial 
Government had been in commu- 
nication with the Council regard- 
ing Bicentennial Celebrations. 
Although the title, ““Bicentennial 
Celebrations’, was being retained, 
the scope of the Celebrations 
would appear to be in line with 
the Council’s suggestions. Dr. 
Burke further stated that the 
Council would be able to contrib- 
ute to the celebration plans as 
she had been invited by the 
Honourable Margaret Birch to 
become a member of the Ontario 
Bicentennial Advisory Commis- 
sion. Dr. Burke noted that she was 
fully committed to the Council’s 
view that these celebrations 
should work towards including all 
those who shared in the settle- 
ment of Ontario over the past 
years. 

During the meeting, recommen- 
dations from the Cultural Affairs 
Committee, Citizenship and 
Intergovernmental Affairs Com- 
mittee, Education Committee, Hu- 
man Rights and Race Relations 
Committee and Immigration 
and Refugees Committee were put 


forward for the Advisory Coun- 
cil’s consideration for submission 
to the Government of Ontario. | 

Dr. Burke thanked council | 
members for their work on behalf — 
of the Advisory Council during 
their term of office. | 

Mohammad Qaadri, on behalf 
of all Advisory Council members, 
proposed a vote of thanks to 
Dr. Burke for the great leadership 
she provided as Council Chairper- 
son. 

At the conclusion of the 
meeting, an informal get-together, | 
held at the Canadian Macedonian ~ 
Place, Toronto, was attended | 
by Advisory Council members and _ 
spouses. Special thanks were | 
expressed to Council member Alex 
Christie, and to the management 
of Canadian Macedonian Place for 
use of the facilities and other 
arrangements. 














s a component of the 

Advisory Council’s 

Community Outreach 
Program, the Council participated 
in a course on Multiculturalism, 
sponsored by Humber College of 
Applied Arts & Technology 
with the Association of Jewish 
Seniors commencing on June 30, 
1982 and concluding on August 4, 
1982. The objective of the course 
was to explore the concept of 
multiculturalism in the context of 
issues relating to participants’ 
lifestyle. 

The six week multicultural 
sessions were held at the Shaarei 
Shomayim Synogogue in Toronto. 
The sessions dealt with the 
following topics: 

“Multiculturalism as a Social 

Reality’? which explored 

the demographic pattern of the 

Ontario population and the 

implications of changes in its 

ethnocultural composition; 

and the role of the Advisory 

Council. The presenter of 

this session was Dr. Mavis E. 

Burke and the session was 

chaired by Julius Hayman. 

“Government Policy as a Factor 

in the Development of Cana- 

dian Identity”, dealing with ap- 
proaches to multiculturalism 
by different levels of govern- 
ment; opportunities for ethno- 
cultural development and 


goals of our multicultural soci- 

ety. Presenter, Julius Hayman, 

Chairperson, Dr. Mavis E. 

Burke. 

“Language Preservation as 

Foundation for Ethnocultural 

Development”’, examined 

the part played by language and 

its importance to different 

communities. Presenter, Dr. 

Bernard Chandler, Chairperson, 

Julius Hayman. 

“Law Enforcement in our 

Multicultural Society” took the 

format of a panel presentation, 

providing participants with 
some insight into some of the 
legal implications of multicul- 
turalism. The session was 
chaired by Joana Kuras with 
panelists Tine Stewart and Ed- 
win Pearson. 

Field trips to various Toronto 
locations constituted one of 
the sessions. Locations visited 
were: Canadian Macedonian Place, 
Alex Christie acting as the host. 
Parkdale Public Library, Rita 
Cox acting as hostess. Rogers Ca- 
ble T.V., Madeline Ziniak acting as 
hostess. The Malta Parkette, 
Richard Cumbo acting as host. 

The Course on Multiculturalism 
concluded with the session 
“Canada’s Multicultural Society — 
a Design for Living,” in which 
a participants’ panel summarized 
learnings and analysed experi- 
ences, as well as identifying areas 
of interest for individual or 
group sessions. The session was 
chaired by Dr. Mavis E. Burke and 
Julius Hayman. 

Commencing on October 6 and 
concluding on November 24, 
1982, a further series of educa- 
tional sessions under the general 


theme, “Our Home and Native 
Land”’ was presented by the 
Advisory Council in conjunction 
with Humber College and the 
Association of Jewish Seniors. 

The sessions were opened by 
Julius Hayman, Co-ordinator 
of the program, who discussed the 
general subject of emigration 
and immigration. Dr. Mavis E. 
Burke, Chairperson of the Advi- 
sory Council, addressed partici- 
pants at the opening and closing 
sessions. Participating in this 
series of educational sessions were 
Council members Prof. Keith 
McLeod, speaking on the Anglo 
Saxon Past in Canada, Ignacio 
Tiqui, speaking on Filipino 
Canadians, George Burski, speak- 
ing on Polish Canadians, Rita 
Cox, speaking on The Black Expe- 
rience, Mohammad Qaadri 
speaking on South Asian 
Canadians. 

As part of these sessions, two 
films were screened for the 
participants: ‘““The Golden Moun- 
tain’’, dealing with the history 
of the Chinese community in Can- 
ada and followed by a discussion 
led by Peter Mak from the 
C.B.C., who was involved in the 
production of the film, and 
“Reflections, People of Ontario”’, 
produced by the Ministry of 
Citizenship and Culture, which 
provides an excellent insight into 
the contributions which members 
of Black, German, Greek and 
Korean communities have made 
and continue to make in the 
development of Ontario. 
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Thunder Bay 


The first of a series of regional 
consultations for 1982 was held on 
April 23 and 24, 1982 in Thunder 
Bay. Participating in the 
consultation with the Advisory 
Council were the Thunder Bay 
Multicultural Association and the 
Multicultural Association of 
Northwestern Ontario. 

Mrs. Margareta Milne, Regional 
Contact Person of the Advisory 
Council for Thunder Bay and area, 
chaired the meetings during the 
consultation. Participating in 
the dialogue on April 23, between 
the two multicultural associations 
and the Advisory Council were 
Dr. Mavis E. Burke, Chairperson of 
the Advisory Council and mem- 
bers of the Advisory Council, 

Mrs. Tellervo Kahara and Mrs. 
Wanda Corston. Joining and 
taking an active part in the con- 
sultation were the Heritage 
Language Teachers, Folklore Festi- 
val representatives, the Ethnic 
Press and the general public from 
the City of Thunder Bay and area. 

On April 24, Dr. Burke had 
a special meeting with the Board 
of Directors of the Thunder 
Bay Multicultural Association and 
representatives of the Multicul- 
tural Youth Association. 

During the two-day consulta- 
tions, numerous questions and 
concerns were voiced. Many of the 
questions dealt with problems 
and issues of a regional nature, to- 
gether with issues addressing 
multiculturalism in general. 


Sudbury 


On August 27 and 28, 1982, Dr. 
Mavis E. Burke, Chairperson 

of the Advisory Council, met with 
representatives of the Sudbury 
Multicultural Council. Participat- 
ing in the consultations with 

Dr. Burke were Ms. Janly Pang, 
Vice-Chairperson of the Advisory 
Council, Prof. Keith McLeod, 
Co-ordinator of the Multicultural- 
ism Committees of the Advisory 
Council, members of the Educa- 
tion and Youth Committee of 
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the Advisory Council — Mrs. Tel- 
lervo Kahara, Albert Bernadine, 
Alex Christie, Mrs. Vara Singh, Dr. 
Jarnail Singh, Rev. John Zivku, 

Dr. A. Caimmi-Lamoureux, Mirko 
Mehes and Ernie Checkeris. 

Other Advisory Council members 
in attendance were Mrs. Louise 
Landriault and Mrs. Margareta 
Milne. 

An Open Forum, hosted by the 
Sudbury Regional Multicultural 
Centre, was held on August 
27. During the Forum, several 
briefs were presented to Dr. Mavis 
Burke. The briefs were concerned 
with Heritage Language Instruc- 
tion, English as a Second Lan- 
guage, Immigrant Counselling, 
Vietnamese Refugees and the re- 
sources available to them, and 
Funding for Organization. Attend- 
ing the Forum were English as 
a Second Language Teachers, Her- 
itage Language Teachers, represen- 
tatives of local ethnocultural 
organizations and the general 
public. 

On August 28, a meeting 
chaired by Ernie Checkeris, took 
place with Dr. Burke, and mem- 
bers of the Advisory Council 
and directors of the Sudbury Re- 
gional Multicultural Centre in 
attendance. During the meeting, 
some of the topics discussed 
included: structures and access to 
field staff and services of the 
Ministry of Citizenship and Cul- 
ture, accessibility of information 
and publications, and the unem- 
ployment situation in Sudbury. 


Ottawa 


The final regional consultation for 
1982 was held in Ottawa on 
November 26. This consultation 


Left to Right: 





Dr. Mavis Burke, Mrs. Margareta Milne, 
Mr. Albert Bernadine, Dr. Jarnail 

Singh at Consultation with Sudbury 
Multicultural Council 


was in the form of a town meeting, 
hosted by Advisory Council 
members from the Ottawa region — 
Mrs. Miroslawa Gawalewicz, 
Dr. Augusta Caimmi-Lamoureux, 
Sultan Akhtar and chaired by 
the Advisory Council’s Ottawa Re- 
gional representative, Rick Ayoub. 

As part of the meeting, Mrs. 
Gawalewicz gave an overview of 
the work of the Cultural and 
Heritage Affairs Committee; Dr. 
Augusta Caimmi-Lamoureux 
spoke on the work of the Educa- 
tion and Youth Committee; 
Sultan Akhtar spoke on the work 
of the Human Rights and Race 
Relations Committee; Rick Ayoub 
summarized the work of the 
Social Development Committee. 

Nine briefs were presented 
during the meeting from over 50 
participants representing various 
ethnocultural communities 
and organizations in the Ottawa 
region. 

A question and answer session 
followed the presentation of 
the briefs. Ms. Joana Kuras, Co- 
ordinator of the Citizenship 
Committees of the Advisory Coun- 
cil, gave a summation of the 
evening’s proceedings. 

Through regional consultations, 
the Advisory Council is attempt- 
ing to achieve a more thorough 


understanding of the concerns and 


views of Ontarians, as they 
pertain to multiculturalism. The 
concerns expressed at these 
meetings assist the Council in 
formulating recommendations to 
the Government of Ontario. 








HE TASK FORCE ON 

NATIVE POLICY IN ON- 

TARIO consisted of 
Ernie Checkeris (Chairman) and 
Tine Stewart, Roger Obonsawin. 
The Task Force report was 
accepted by the Council and pre- 
sented to the Minister of Culture 
and Recreation in January, 1982. 

The Task Force reviewed 

the many treaties and organiza- 
tions in Ontario, as well as 
the many task forces, work groups, 
committees and commissions 
who have studied and reported on 
almost every aspect of the Native 
People in Ontario. The Task 
Force concluded that there is an 
obvious need for a provincial 
policy on Native people which re- 
flects the aboriginal rights of 
Ontario Native citizens, a right of 
cultural preservation. Towards 


this end, The Task Force has made 
several recommendations in its 
report. 

The Report of the TASK FORCE 
ON EQUAL: OPPORTUNITY) 
was presented to the Minister of 
Citizenship and Culture in 
March, 1982. The Chairman of the 
Task Force on Equal Opportunity 
was Dr. George Woo. The mem- 
bers of this Task Force were 
George Corn and Chris Antoniou. 

The Task Force looked at the 
issue of equal opportunity in 
relation to the mandate of the On- 
tario Advisory Council on Multi- 
culturalism and Citizenship 
and proposed recommendations 
which would assist the Govern- 
ment of Ontario in the implemen- 
tation of its multicultural policy. 
The Task Force limited its 
survey to public agencies which 
include councils, boards and 
commissions. 

The Advisory Council’s quart- 
erly newsletter, MULTIVIEWS, 
continued to be published in 1982. 
MULTIVIEWS shares information 
about the work of the Advisory 
Council, activities, events, policies 
and programs relative to multicul- 
turalism and citizenship. In 
October, 1982, MULTIVIEWS was 


published for the first time in 

a French edition. MULTIVIEWS is 
distributed to ethnocultural 
organizations, members of the 
Provincial Parliament, libraries, 
multicultural centres, provincial 
government ministries, provincial 
agencies and other interested 
groups and individuals. 

The Advisory Council’s bro- 
chure, ONTARIO ADVISORY 
COUNCIL ON MULTICULTURAL- 
ISM AND CITIZENSHIP — (MUL- 
TICULTURALISM — a design 
for living respecting all Ontarians), 
was published in English and 
French. The brochure highlights 
the background of the Advisory 
Council, its concerns, member- 
ship, advisory role and activities. 
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n April 4, 1982, the 
Advisory Council 
screened the C.B.C. 
documentary film ‘Golden 
Mountain” for its members and 
invited guests from the Chinese 
Canadian community. The pro- 
ceedings commenced with brief 
remarks from Dr. Mavis Burke, 
Chairperson of the Advisory 
Council, outlining the significance 
of the occasion. 

Following the screening, 
Council members Julius Hayman 
and Mohammad Qaadri presented 
special letters expressing the 
Council’s appreciation to Terence 
McCartney Filgate, Producer; 

Ms. Nancy Ing, Researcher; Wil- 
liam Whitehead, Writer and 
Narrator: Thomas Berner, Editor 
and Peter Mak, Production, 

for their role in producing the 
documentary. Council members 
Jean Gammage and Dr. George 
Woo and special guest Dr. Robert 
Harney of the Ontario Multicul- 
tural History Society commented 
on the film and the prospects 

for further research and utilization 
of information on various ethno- 
cultural groups. 


Left to Right: 

Terence McCartney Filgate, Producer 
Nancy Ing, researcher, Peter Mak, 
production — At presentation of letters 
of commendation presented by 
Council for their work on CBC Film 
“Golden Mountain” April 4, 1982. 
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n November 27, 1982, 
in Ottawa, the Ontario 
Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship, 
co-sponsored with the Ontario 
Human Rights Commission, 
a forum entitled ‘“Know Your 
Rights”’. 

This forum was initiated by the 
Advisory Council’s Committee 
on Human Rights and Race 
Relations and chaired by the Com- 
mittee’s convenor, Talis Kronbergs. 

Addressing the over 150 
persons participating in the 
“Know your Rights” forum were 
Dr. Mavis E. Burke, Chairperson of 
the Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship, speaking on Multicultural- 
ism and Human Rights; Canon 
Borden Purcell, Chairman, Ontario 
Human Rights Commission, 








speaking on the Human Rights 
Code; Dr. Bhausaheb Ubale, 
Commissioner for Race Relations, 
Ontario Human Rights Commis- 
sion, addressing the topic ‘‘Work- | 
ing Together — A Strategy for 

Race Relations in Ontario.”’ 

The forum concluded with 
several workshops, with workshop. 
leaders and panelists who are 
experts in the area of Human 
Rights. 

The workshops focussed on the | 
following topics: 

* Discrimination and Sexual 

Harassment 
* Race Relations 
* Physical and Mental Handicaps 
¢ Implications of Canadian 

Charter of Rights on Human | 

Rights Legislation 
* Religion/Creed 
* Human Rights in Education | 








n April 3, 1982, a 

reception to honour the 

Honourable Bruce 
McCaffrey was held by the Coun- 
cil in the Ontario Room, Macdon- 
ald Block. Mr. McCaffrey had 
recently been appointed the Min- 
ister of Citizenship and Culture, 
and the occasion provided an 
opportunity for Mr. McCaffrey to 
meet Council members informally 
and to address the Council. 

In his address, the Minister 
stated ‘‘My sense of the country 
and my dream is of a country 
where patriation is not measured 
by how long we have been a 
resident of a country. My sense of 
our country, my love of our 
country, differs not at all in quan- 
tity or quality from the sense 
that my wife Ilonka, though Euro- 
pean born, would have of Canada. 
So we have to talk about the 


| vision, the dreams and the goals 
| when we talk about our nation. It 


should be of all founders of 


this nation because it is still in 
the growth process .. .”’ 

The Minister further noted, 
“Minds must still be changed and 
adjusted, and everyone does 
not yet realize the multicultural 
fact is a fact. There are those 
people for whom the very word 
multiculturalism does invoke cer- 
tain fears, misconceptions. 

Both in your contacts with the 
ministries, and in your other affili- 
ations, provincially and region- 
ally, you may often have to 

go back to the basics — I know I 
will — and tell people that 
governments do not invent multi- 
culturalism. They just recognize the 
racially and culturally pluralistic 
society. I guess that’s the essence 
of the free society that we folks 
live in.” 

Among the many invited guests 
attending the reception were 
the Honourable Larry Grossman, 
Minister of Health and Mrs. 
Grossman; Ward Cornell, Deputy 
Minister of Citizenship and 
Culture; Yuri Shymko, M.P.P. for 
the constituency of High Park- 
Swansea and past Chairman of the 
Ontario Advisory Council on 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
and Mrs. Shymko; Bernie Webber, 





Executive Director, Finance 
Administration, Ministry of Citi- 
zenship and Culture and Mrs. 
Webber. Other guests included 
Roger Regimbal, Chairman of the 
Council for Franco-Ontarian 
Affairs; John Nicholls, Executive 
Officer, Office of the Premier 

of Ontario and Mrs. Nicholls; Moe 
Diakowsky, Executive Assistant 
to the Minister of Citizenship and 
Culture; Dr. Bhausabe Ubale, 
Commissioner, Ontario Human 
Rights Commission and Commis- 
sioner for Race Relations in 

the Province of Ontario; spouses 
of Council members and civil 
servants with whom the Council 
communicates directly in the 
course of its deliberations. 
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o initiate the Council’s 

consultation on multicul- 

tural concerns, a lunch- 
eon with the Honourable William 
G. Davis, Premier of Ontario, 
was held on October 22, 1982, in 
the Ontario Room, Macdonald 
Block. The approximately 200 
guests included representatives of 
various multicultural centres, 
leaders of ethnocultural communi- 
ties, members of the ethnic 
press, officials from various prov- 
incial ministries, Council mem- 
bers and staff. Head table guests 
were the Honourable Bruce 
McCaffrey, Minister of Citizenship 
and Culture; Mr. Jim Ramsay, 
Deputy Minister of Citizenship 
and Culture, Dr. George Bancroft, 
Senior Policy Advisor, Ministry of 
Citizenship and Culture; Mr. 
George Podrebarac, Assistant Dep- 
uty Minister, Ministry of Educa- 
tion. 

Attending as special guests of 
Council member Dr. Orest Rudzik, 
were Mr. John Nowosad and 
Mr. Anthony Yaremovich, 
National President and Executive 
Director respectively of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Committee 
from Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

At the start of the function a 
minute of silence was observed in 
memory of the late John Robarts, 
former Premier of Ontario. 

In welcoming all guests on 
behalf of the Advisory Council, 
the Chairperson, Dr. Burke, 
emphasized the Council’s advisory 
role as evidence of the govern- 
ment’s commitment to citizen par- 
ticipation in public policy making 
in Ontario. 

In the keynote address, the 
Premier urged the province’s mul- 
ticultural communities to work 
together as Canadians to pull the 
province out of the present 
economic slump. 

In his address, the Premier 
noted, as well, ‘‘Multiculturalism 
as a critical element within 
the broad concept of citizenship 
and mutual responsibility, is 


20 





not an end in itself but a means to 
an end. It is a policy instrument 
through which we understand and 
respond to the reality of a multi- 
faceted society made up of 

many different cultures, back- 
grounds and traditions. But as an 
instrument, we must understand 
that its broad purpose is the 
strengthening of the common 
bonds of citizenship and social 
responsibility which we all 

share and which we owe to each 
other.”’ 

Following the luncheon, 
presentations were made by repre- 
sentatives of each Multicultural 
Centre consisting of a short 
introduction, an overview of the 
services provided and of their 
more successful initiatives. 
Multicultural Centres making 
presentations were: 

Folk Arts Multicultural Centre, St. 
Catharines, representatives Mrs. 
Anita Kolbec and Mrs. Sylvia 
Mathews; 

Guelph and District Multicultural 
Centre, representative Mr. Donald 
Amichand; 

Hamilton and District Multicul- 
tural Centre representatives 

Mrs. Vida Stanevicius and Mrs. 
Stephanie Perozak; 

Hamilton and Region Arts Council 
representative Kathy Korkonen, 
Executive Director; 

Hamilton Folk Arts Heritage 
Council, representatives Mrs. Irene 








Left to Right: 
Dr. Burke, Premier Davis and guest at 
Council's Luncheon with Multicultural 
leaders and associations. October 22, 
1982 


Banting and Mr. Digby Banting; 
Kitchener-Waterloo Multicultural 
Centre, representatives Mr. 

Munis Dakkat and Mrs. Elaine 
Garner; 

Multicultural Association of North 
Western Ontario, representative 
Dr. Walter Temelini; 

North York Inter-Agency Council, 
representative Elizabeth Loweth; 
Oakville Multicultural Council In- 
corporated, representatives 

Mrs. Pat Sang and Ms. Marian 
Lotman; 

Parkdale Intercultural Council 
representatives Mrs. Alicia Edano- 
Paul and Mrs. Estellita Serranilla; 
Sudbury Regional Multicultural 
Centre, representatives Mrs. Janice 
Innes and Mr. Yew Lee; 

Thunder Bay Multicultural 
Association, representative Mr. 
Joseph Dumont, Director; 

Welland Heritage Council and 
Multicultural Centre, representa- 
tives Ms. Yvette Ward and 

Ms. Ina Mak. 

Following the general session, 
representatives of the multicul- 
tural centres met with the Coun- 
cil’s standing committees for 
the purpose of exchanging infor- 
mation and special concerns. 


he Committee held six 

meetings between May 

and January, 1983. The 
areas of concern and focus of 
activities were: the study of the 


Charter of Rights in the new 


Constitution especially regarding 


- minority language education 


rights (section 23), multicultural 


_ heritage (section 27) and the 





implication of the override clause 
by a province (section 33): the 
review of past relationships among 
the Provincial Councils and 
between the Provincial Councils 


| and the Federal Consultative 


Council on Multiculturalism; the 
study of dual citizenship in 
Canada and the public education 
facility for new immigrants 
regarding citizenship; the study of 
rights of citizens staying home 

to bring up children; the rights of 
victims of crime; review of tax 


/ exemption for ethnocultural 


centres in Ontario. 

The Committee felt the great 
loss of the late Dr. Rudolf Helling 
who passed away suddenly in 
September, 1982, five days 
after his arrival at the University 
of Trier, West Germany as the 
Canadian visiting professor 
and consultant on Multicultural- 
ism for the Government of 
Canada. Dr. Helling was actively 
involved in the relationship 
among the Provincial Councils 
and between the Provincial 
Councils and the Canadian Con- 
sultative Council on Multicultur- 
alism. 

The Committee formulated a 
recommendation for the Council to 
send to the Government of 
Ontario, urging that general legis- 
lation be passed exempting 
lands and premises of ethnocul- 
tural centres from taxes for 
regional, county, municipal and 
school purposes. 

At the full Council meeting 
held on January 15, 1983, the fol- 
lowing recommendation from 


the Citizenship and Intergovern- 
mental Affairs Committee was ap- 
proved for submission to the 
Government of Ontario. 


Preamble 


As a result of the Committee’s 
study of the problems of taxation 
for Ethnocultural Centres: 

We believe Ethnocultural 
Centres have an important role to 
play in promoting multicultural- 
ism and good citizenship. 

We also believe that Ethnocul- 
tural Centres are at present 
having difficulty paying municipal 
and school taxes. 

We believe that the survival of 
Ethnocultural Centres is important 
to our society at this time. 

We, therefore, believe that 
Ethnocultural Centres must be re- 
lieved of the heavy burden of 
taxes so that they can continue to 
exist and function properly. 

We further understand that 
through the Armenian Community 
Centre Act October 13, 1981, 
the Japanese Canadian Cultural 
Centre of Toronto Act January 1, 
1982 and the Ukrainian Culture 
Centre Act November 18, 1982, 
exemptions from taxes for munici- 
pal and school purposes were 
granted by the Ontario Legislature 
to the said Centres. 

We further understand that at 
present, application for tax 
exemption requires a lengthy 
approval process through local 
municipal councils, followed by 
an Act through a Private Bill 
in the Ontario Legislature. 

THEREFORE, the Ontario 

Advisory Council on Multicul- 

turalism and Citizenship 

recommends to the Government 
of Ontario 

THAT general legislation be 

passed exempting lands 

and premises of Ethnocultural 

Centres from Taxes for regional, 

county, municipal and school 

purposes, except for local 
improvement rates, provided 
that each Ethnocultural Centre 
meets the following conditions: 
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1. It is an incorporated organi- 
zation under proper author- 
ity and registered as a 
charitable organization. 

2. Its activities are carried on 
without the purpose of 
gain for its members and 
any profits or other accre- 
tions to the Corporation 
shall be used in promoting 
its objects. 

3. Its facilities or services are 
available to all residents of 
the municipality or munici- 
palities in which the lands 
and premises are situated 
without discrimination 
and without the exclusion of 
any person or group of 
persons. 

4. Upon the dissolution of the 
corporation and after 
the payment of all debts and 
liabilities, its remaining 
property shall be distributed 
or disposed of to charitable 
organizations or organiza- 
tions which carry on their 
work solely in Ontario. 

5. The directors shall serve 
without renumeration 
and no director shall directly 
or indirectly receive any 
profit from his/her position 
as director; provided that a 
director may be paid 
reasonable expenses in- 
curred by him/her in the 
performance of his/her du- 
ties. 


George Woo 
Convenor 
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he Cultural Affairs and 
Heritage Committee met 
seven times during the 
term of their appointment. 
The main thrust of the Commit- 
tee’s work has been two-fold. 
The first was in the Evaluation of 
Programmes and Activities in 
Support of Multicultural Councils, 
Associations in Ontario. The 
evaluation process consisted of 
two components: the design 
of a written questionnaire and a 
consultative session with repre- 
sentatives of the Multicultural 
Centres in Ontario held on 
October 22, 1982. From the data 
gleaned from the presentations at 
the consultative sessions and 
the concerns identified in the lim- 
ited number of written responses to 
the questionnaire, the Committee 
found the main concerns to 
be in the area of the funding pro- 
cess of on-going programmes. 
Recommendations, relating to 
these concerns, have been submit- 
ted to the Ministry of Citizenship 
and Culture. A further follow- 
up on the questionnaire should 
provide the Ontario Advisory 
Council on Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship with more updated 
demographic characteristics 
of various provincial Multicultural 
Centres and Ethnocultural organi- 
zations, that could facilitate 
the Council in its future work. 
The second main topic to 
which the Committee addressed 
itself was the ‘“‘Bicentennial 
‘84’ Celebrations’. The Committee 
felt it is essential that the Ontario 
Advisory Council on Multicultur- 
alism and Citizenship be con- 
sulted by the special Cabinet 
Committee on the ‘‘Bicentennial 
‘84’ Celebrations”. The Special 
Cabinet Committee responded fa- 


ae 


vourably to this recommendation 
and invited Dr. Mavis Burke, 
Chairperson of the Ontario Advi- 
sory Council on Multiculturalism 
and Citizenship to participate 

on the Bicentennial Advisory 
Commission. The Cultural Affairs 
and Heritage Committee will 
continue to work closely with Dr. 
Burke and through representation 
be assured that the Advisory 
Council maintain its input into 
this very meaningful event 

of all our people ‘‘Celebrating 
together’. During the course of its 
activities the Cultural Affairs 

and Heritage Committee identified 
and shared their particular 
concerns related to the work of 
other committees of the Advisory 
Council. These concerns were 
relayed to the respective commit- 
tee through written recommenda- 
tions and consultation for their 
consideration and action. 

At the full Council meeting 
held on June 19, 1982 the follow- 
ing recommendation from the 
Cultural Affairs and Heritage 
Committee was approved for sub- 
mission to the Government of 
Ontario. 

“Inasmuch as the proposed 

Bicentennial Celebrations, 1984 

are being planned to recognize 

the 200th Anniversary of 

Ontario’s Settlement (1784) of 

the ‘first large European 

settlements of Ontario’, the 

1884 Centennial Celebration 

and the Commemoration 

of Ontario’s Heritage, 

The Ontario Advisory Council 

on Multiculturalism and 

Citizenship recommends to the 

Government of Ontario that 

the proposed Bicentennial Cele- 

brations ‘84’ incorporate the 
theme that commemorates On- 
tario’s Heritage and which 
would include the Heritage of 
those who lived here before 

1784, as well as the diverse 

groups who are collectively de- 

scribed as the Loyalists (Native 
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People, British, Black, Ger- 
mans, Dutch, etc.) as well as 
those people who have come to 
Canada since that time. 
Further, we recommend that 
the multicultural communities 
of Ontario in general and 

the Council in particular, be 

involved in the Bicentennial 

Celebrations Committee.”’ 

At the full Council meeting held 
on October 23, 1982, the following 
recommendations from the 
Cultural Affairs and Heritage 
Committee were approved for sub- 
mission to the Government of 
Ontario. 

“In order that the 1984 ‘Bicen- 

tennial’ Celebrations can 

act as a unifying force among 

the people of Ontario, the 

proposed 1984 ‘Bicentennial’ 

Celebrations recognize the 

contributions of all the cultural 

groups who have settled in 

Ontario throughout its history.” 

“That the Ontario Advisory 

Council on Multiculturalism 

and Citizenship and the 

resources of the Ministry of 

Citizenship and Culture play an 

important role in the organiza- 

tion of the events.” 


Mrs. Margaret Hudak, 
Convenor. 
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he Education and Youth 

Concerns Committee met 

six times between May 
28, 1982 and January 14-15, 
1983. The goals of the Committee 
for the term were: (a) to become 
informed about youth concerns in 
order to make recommendations in 
this area, and (b) to keep abreast 
with developments in multicul- 
tural education, especially the On- 
_tario Heritage Languages Program. 

Both Youth and Education 

areas were addressed in the meet- 
ings. On June 18-19th. Prof. J. 
| Cummins informed the Education 
Committee of his studies in 
language acquisition and the fa- 
vourable results of bilingual 
and trilingual education. Ms. 
Harriet Wolman held a workshop 
based on her study called: 
| Youth: The Forgotten Generation. 
At the same Council Meetings, 
| the Education Committee took a 
stand regarding the current 
Heritage Language dispute be- 
tween the Toronto Board of 
Education and the Ministry of Ed- 
ucation, as well as some parents, 
recommending peaceful negotia- 





tions in order to achieve the 

best possible learning environment 
for the Heritage Language stu- 
dents. 

On August 27th and 28th, the 
Committee held its meetings 
in Sudbury, in order to learn of 
the educational concerns of 
the North. This, the Committee 
found as one of the best learning 
experiences of the term. An 
Open Forum was held to give the 
Sudbury people a chance to 
submit briefs and air their con- 
cerns in general. 

On September 25th, the Educa- 
tion and Youth Concerns Commit- 
tee had invited Ms. Theresa 
Novak, Youth Projects Co-ordina- 
tor for the Ontario Youth Secretar- 
iat and Mr. Bobby Siu, Human 
Rights Officer for the Race 
Relations Division of Ontario 
Human Rights Commission to in- 
form the Committee of Govern- 
ment Youth Programmes. 

October 22nd, the Committee 
planned questionnaires to Heritage 
Language teachers and parents 
to be sent to each Committee 
member’s community, in order to 
find out what the needs might 
be at the grassroots level. Another 
questionnaire was prepared for 
the youth who had participated in 
the Consultation with Youth 
Conference held by the Ontario 
Advisory Council on Multicultur- 
alism and Citizenship. The 


CONVENOR: 
Mrs. Tellervo Kahara 


MEMBERS: 
Mr. Albert Bernadine 
Dr. Augusta Caimmi-Lamoureux 
Mr. Ernie Checkeris 
Dr. S. Bernard Chandler 

Mr. Alex Christie 
Dr. Jarnail Singh 
Mrs. Vara Singh 
Rev. John Zivku 


purpose of this questionnaire was 
to determine any results produced 
by the conference, for example, 

in the form of multicultural youth 
clubs or other such activities. 
Also the questionnaire was to de- 
termine the amount of interest 
the youth had toward the Multi- 
cultural Youth Leadership camps. 

During the October meetings, the 
Education Committee also facili- 
tated a discussion with a number 
of multicultural leaders from 
around the province, learning their 
particular concerns. The discus- 
sion proved to the Education 
Committee the necessity of this 
kind of personal contact with the 
various communities. 

The final meeting of the 
Education and Youth Concerns 
Committee (January 14-15, 1983) 
saw the initial reading of the 
results of the questionnaires. 

Because of the new mandate of 
Youth Concerns, the Education 
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Committee spent much of its term 


collecting information on the 


youth situation. The controversial 


Heritage Language situation 
kept the Committee on the alert 
most of the time as well, as 
they tried to keep informed and 
endeavoured toward an objective 
viewpoint. 

At the full Council meeting 
held on June 19, 1982, the 
following recommendation from 


the Education and Youth Concerns 


Committee was approved for 
submission to the Government of 
Ontario. 


“The Ontario Advisory Council 


on Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship was pleased with 


the establishment of the Ontario 


Heritage Languages Program 


as announced by the Premier at 


a multicultural leadership 
luncheon at Queen’s Park in 


1977. The Advisory Council has 


on many occasions taken a 
particular interest in the Pro- 
gram and its implementation. 


We have been pleased with the 


satisfaction with which it 
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was received by the communi- 
ties in Ontario. The Advisory 
Council has also recommended 
improvements in the quality 

of teaching and the teaching. 
materials available to heritage 
language classes. At this 

time, the Ontario Advisory 
Council on Multiculturalism 
and Citizenship therefore 
wishes to express to the Gov- 
ernment of Ontario, school 
boards and the public, its seri- 
ous concern regarding the 
deterioration in cooperation and 
good relations between mem- 
bers of ethnocultural communi- 
ties in the Metropolitan area 
that has been generated by the 
recent controversy relating 

to Heritage Language Education. 

Media publicity and report- 
ing have placed the issue 
before an even wider audience. 
There is province-wide confu- 
sion and uncertainty about 
the present program and about 
the Government’s intentions 
concerning the future of 
the Heritage Languages Program 
which has brought Ontario 
wide acclaim in Canada and 
elsewhere. 

It is the opinion of the 
Council that the interests of the 
children of Ontario have not 
been furthered by this latest 
controversy. Intemperate 
and ill-advised statements and 





comments expressed by persons 
in positions of responsibility 
have encouraged a climate of 
confrontation and confusion to 
the detriment of the public 
interest.” 

The Ontario Advisory Council 


on Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship therefore calls on the 
Ontario Ministry of Education 


To make a public statement 
reiterating its support for 
Heritage Language Education. 
The Advisory Council also 
requests that all parties con- 
cerned in the present con- 
troversy spend more time duly 
considering the ramifications of 
the confrontation. 

We believe that the public’s 
interest would be better served 
by calm and thoughtful discus- 
sion and negotiation. We 

think it is important that the 
Ministry of Education and 
school boards of Ontario con- 
tinue to develop a comprehen- 





sive language policy for all 

students in the province.” 

At the full Council meeting held 
on October 23, 1982, the following 
recommendations from the 
Education and Youth Concerns 
Committee were approved for sub- 
missions to the Government of 
Ontario. 

“Whereas the Education 

Committee of the Advisory 

Council on Multiculturalism 

and Citizenship received 

a request for support for alter- 

native and independent 

schools from the Ontario Asso- 
ciation of Alternative and 

Independent Schools, the Advi- 

sory council on the advice 

of the Education Committee, 

does not recommend that 

the Ontario Government pro- 

vide public funds through 

grants to support alternative 
and independent schools at this 

Linten: 


“That in the interest of effi- 
ciency and to avoid duplication 
of programs, it urge the 
Ontario Youth Secretariat, the 
Ministry of Labour, the Ontario 
Human Rights Commission 

and the Ministry of Education, 
in co-operation with local 
school boards and the Federal 


Government to mount programs 
to recognize and assist students 
who are potential drop-outs.” 
At the full Council meeting 
held on January 15, 1983, the fol- 
lowing recommendation from 
the Education and Youth Concerns 
Committee was approved for 
submission to the Government of 
Ontario. 


Preamble: 


The Education and Youth Con- 
cerns Committee conducted 

a survey of parents of students, 
also of the teachers in the Heritage 
Languages Program. 


Survey of Parents 


The returns for the parents 
represented 41% (84/210). The 
parents were very pleased with the 
Heritage Languages Program. 

The following points summarize 
the opinions expressed: 


Reasons for Supporting 
Program 


a) An opportunity for children to 
learn their mother tongue, 
resulting in improved commu- 
nication in the family. 

An opportunity for children to 
learn about their culture 

and enable them to maintain 
both language and culture. 

An opportunity for children to 
develop facility to learn 
languages as a result of skills 
acquired through this program. 


= 


ie) 
— 


Priorities for Improvement 
of Program 


a) A large majority asked for more 
suitable text books and im- 
proved visual aids. 

b) An improvement in resources 
and equipment. 

c) More effective organization of 
classes to make separate 
provision for the different lev- 
els of language knowledge. 


Survey of Teachers 


The returns for the teachers were 
66% (67/102). The observations of 
the teachers are as follows: 

a) Classes are too large. Some 
Boards expect a 26/1 or more 
pupil-teacher ratio for Heritage 
Language classes, thus making 
it relatively impossible to 
achieve the desired results. 

b) Scheduling of classes is a 
concern, especially on the 
weekend. 

c) Lack of communication be- 
tween all heritage language 
teachers is also a concern. 

d) Professional development 
courses should be made avail- 
able, especially the modern 
teaching techniques (methodol- 
ogy). 

It is the Council’s understand- 
ing that there has been no 
general evaluative study of the 
Heritage Languages Program since 
its inception. On the basis of 
our small survey, it would appear 
that some improvement should 
be made in the Program. 

The Ontario Advisory Council 

on Multiculturalism and 

Citizenship therefore recom- 

mends: 

THAT the Ministry of Educa- 

tion during the 1983/84 school 

year, conduct a comprehensive 
provincial review of the 

Heritage Languages Program in 

order to establish a basis for 

improving the quality of 

the Program. 


Mrs. Tellervo Kahara 
Convenor 
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t the first general 

meeting of the Advisory 

Council the new 
committee structure was an- 
nounced and the following mem- 
bers decided to join the Human 
Rights and Race Relations Com- 
mittee, Mr. Sultan Akhtar, Mrs. 
Wanda Corston, Mr. Jay Hong, Mr. 
John Miloyevich, Mr. Edwin 
Pearson and Mr. Lorenzo Petri- 
cone. Some of the members of the 
Committee were new members 
of the Council and others were 
new to the Committee. 

After an informal introduction 
of the members, it was agreed 
that each member would identify 
a number of concerns directly 
related to each of the Human 
Rights and Race Relations issues. 

In order to gain an in-depth 
knowledge of the Ontario Human 
Rights Code, members were 
asked to study Bill 7. 

Mrs. Kathleen Fraser, Ms. Thea 
Herman and Ms. Rosanna Scotti 
were invited to a Committee 
meeting as resource persons to 
familiarize the members with the 
operations and limitations of 
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the Ontario Human Rights Com- 
mission. 

A meeting of the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario in 
Toronto was attended by the Com- 
mittee Convenor. The Association 
was enthused by the offer of 
support from the Council in the 
matter of the Mayors’ Race 
Relations Committee activities. 

The Human Rights and Race 
Relations Committee agreed 
that an information seminar 
should be organized in Ottawa to 
examine the rights covered by 
the Legislation and to foster better 
understanding in the matter of 
race relations. 

The seminar, entitled “Know 
Your Rights” was held on Satur- 
day, November 27, 1982, in 
Ottawa. It was well attended and 
included six workshops on 
Human Rights and Race Relations 
issues. 

In addition to the local repre- 
sentation and attendance by 
Committee members, the seminar 
was also attended by some 
visiting Australians. 

The Committee wishes to thank 
the Ontario Human Rights Com- 
mission and members of the 
Advisory Council from the Ottawa 
area who made this seminar a 
SUCCESS. 

Visitors to the Committee 
included: Dr. Vladimir Bubrin, 
Executive Director, Council 
of National Ethnocultural Organi- 
zations in Canada; and Dr. 

Uldis Kundrats, Professor of Soci- 
ology, University of Waterloo. 
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Members of the Committee were 
seriously concerned about the 
existence of racial hatred in pri- 
mary and secondary schools 
in Ontario. A resolution proposed 
by the Committee was well 
received by the Council and 
passed unanimously. 

At the full Council meeting, 
held on October 23, 1982, the fol- 
lowing recommendations from 
the Human Rights and Race 
Relations Committee were ap- 
proved for submission to the Gov- 
ernment of Ontario. 

“WHEREAS the Government of 

Ontario is committed to the 

Policy of Multiculturalism; 

WHEREAS the Ontario Ministry 

of Education has a Multicul- 

tural Policy; and 

WHEREAS neither the Educa- 

tion Act nor the Multicultural 

Policy explicitly addresses 

the question of Race Relations; 

and 

WHEREAS today’s critical 

economic climate has given rise 





to increased occurrences of 
serious and violent racial inci- 
dents within our Ontario 
schools, some of these cases 
being already in the hands of 
the Human Rights Commission 
and having been publicly 
discussed in the media; 
WHEREAS initiatives have 
already been undertaken by the 
Ontario Human Rights Com- 
mission and by some sensitive 
Boards of Education in devel- 
oping and implementing 

Race Relations policies, proce- 
dures and programs; 

The Ontario Advisory Council 


on Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship recommends to the Govern- 
ment of Ontario 


THAT the Ontario Ministry of 
Education adopt the following 
Race Relations policy frame- 
work and further that the 
Ministry encourage and assist 
local boards of education 

to adopt Race Relations Poli- 
cies, Procedures and Programs 
within this framework; 


THAT the Ministry develop 
strategies to promote racial har- 
mony among students, staff 
and communities within 

the Ontario school system; 
THAT the Ministry develop 
programs which provide 
opportunities for children to 
acquire positive attitudes 
toward religious and racial di- 
versity and cultural heritage; 
THAT the Ministry of Educa- 
tion condemn and refuse 

to tolerate any expression of 
racial or ethnic bias in any 
form by students, staff or 
trustees; 

THAT the Ministry encourage 
boards of education to develop 
a policy which would enable 
principals to refuse to admit to 
the school or classroom, any 
person, group or association 
whose intent is to preach 
discrimination on the basis of 
race, creed, colour, nationality 
or place of origin; 

THAT the Ministry of Educa- 
tion develop a course outline 
for a compulsory inservice 
staff training program in the 
areas of race and ethnic 
relations and human rights, to 
be implemented in all Ontario 
school boards; and that this 
program include specifically a 
study of the origins, develop- 
ment and effects of racial 
hatred; 

THAT the course outline 
should also seek to develop 
staff skills and attitudes 


necessary to relate knowledge- 
ably and sensitively to people of 
different racial and ethnic 
origins and to encourage simi- 
lar attitudes among Ontario 
students; 

THAT in order to take advan- 
tage of the work already 
undertaken in the field of race 
relations education, it is 
further recommended that the 
Ministry of Education, in 
developing this Race Relations 
Policy, seek the advice and 
assistance of the Ontario 
Cabinet Committee on Race 
Relations, the Ontario Human 
Rights Commission and various 
Boards of Education e.g.: the 
Toronto and North York Boards 
of Education. Further, the 
Ministry should give the same 
emphasis to race relations 
education as was given to the 
drug education program 
implemented in Ontario schools 
in the 1970’s. 

This Council is convinced that 
the measures outlined above, if 
properly implemented would 
result in an improved racial 
climate and help eradicate this 
evil in society which fosters 
hatred and results in the waste 
of human resources and 
talent.” 


Talis E. Kronbergs 
Convenor 
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he Immigration and Ref- 

ugees Committee met 

seven times during the 
term of their appointment. 

The first meetings were discus- 
sions and review sessions in 
which documents and reports 
were examined. Such documents 
included the Refugee Status 
Determination Process Report, 
Report on the Exploitation 
of Potential Immigrants by Un- 
scrupulous Consultants, Task 
Force Report on Immigrant 
Women and the Report and Rec- 
ommendations from the Confer- 
ence on Immigrant Women. 

A number of issues were identi- 
fied as being worthy of study in 
order to prepare appropriate 
and pertinent recommendations to 
the Government. Such issues 
included: the state of implementa- 
tion of the recommendation 
from the Refugee Task Force; 
breakdown of sponsorship and 
services available to sponsored 
immigrants; the time lag in 


28 


the processing of landed immi- 
grant status and application 
for refugees, detention, illegals 
and amnesty; and contribution of 
immigrants to Canadian society. 
Needless to say, it was well 
nigh impossible to address all of 
the issues identified. However, we 
are pleased that we have been 
able to present two recommenda- 
tions which developed as a 
result of our deliberations. 
During our last Committee 
meeting of our term of appoint- 
ment, we reviewed our activities 
of the year and felt that we 
had spent our time fruitfully, not 
only in drafting recommendations 
but in reading, sharing and 
learning about how various insti- 
tutions of our government func- 
tion. Our concerns very often 
focussed on the “humanity” as- 
pect of procedures and process. 
Invariably, we attempted to 
look at issues in the light of per- 
sonal experience and a strong 
desire to see immigrants and refu- 
gees become part and parcel of 
Canadian society with as little 


trauma, dislocation and difficulties 


as possible, resulting in smooth 
integration (settlement, adjust- 
ment, etc.). 

On the issue of detention, our 
plan is to write to the Minister of 
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Immigration and Manpower, 

in order to learn more about the 
topic — such as how many 
persons are in detention, how 
long people are usually held — is 
there a maximum time, and 

the reasons for placing individuals 
in detention. 

Illegals and amnesty are issues 
which we hope that the new 
Council will address. We realize, 
that both are not only topical 
but are highly charged and so 
there is a need for a very objective 
look at them. 








The work of this Committee can 
be seen as ongoing, given the 
present economic climate in Can- 
ada and the state of tension 
which exists in many areas of the 
world, resulting in the upheaval of 
large groups of people. A Council 
such as this can continue to 
address issues, zeroing in on the 
human element in terms of 
the application of rules and regu- 
lations. 

At the full Council meeting 
held on October 23, 1982, the fol- 
lowing recommendation from 
the Immigration and Refugees 
Committee was approved for sub- 
mission to the Government of 
Ontario. 

“WHEREAS sponsorship 

breakdown causes significant 

financial hardship for some im- 

migrants, thus jeopardizing 

their settlement, adjustment 
and integration into main- 
stream Canadian society, the 

Advisory Council on Multicul- 

turalism and Citizenship 


recommends to the Government 

of Ontario that the Government 

urge the Minister of Employ- 
ment and Immigration, Canada 
to clarify with the Province 

of Ontario and Municipal juris- 

dictions, their respective 

responsibilities regarding Wel- 
fare Assistance for sponsored 
immigrants in situations 

where the sponsor is no longer 

able or willing to provide 

assistance and that this infor- 
mation be made available 

to all organizations dealing 

with immigrants”’. 

At the full Council meeting 
held on January 15, 1983, the fol- 
lowing recommendation from 
the Immigration and Refugees 
Committee was approved for sub- 
mission to the Government of 
Ontario: 


Preamble 


Since the Refugee Determination 
Process is very lengthy at the 
present time and since the new 
Foreign Domestic Workers policy 
is being implemented by desig- 
nated Canadian Immigration Em- 
ployment Officers. 

The Ontario Advisory Council 

on Multiculturalism and 


Citizenship recommends: 
THAT the Government of On- 
tario approach the Federal 
Government and urge that a 
policy be established by 
Employment and Immigration 
Canada whereby persons 

who have obtained refugee sta- 
tus in Canada, shall be deemed 
eligible for landed immigrant 
status, and that applications be 
processed immediately. Such 
applications should be exam- 
ined by designated Canadian 
Immigration Centre Officers 
who would immediately 
determine whether the refugees 
meet the requirements of the 
Immigration Act and Regula- 
tions and thus expedite the 
process forthwith. 


Mrs. Jean Gammage 
Convenor 
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he main thrust of indi- 
vidual efforts, by member 
Mohammad Qaadri, 
was the initiation of the examina- 
tion of the Royal Commission 
on Newspapers — the Kent Report. 
This study began in reaction to 
the premise that there was a 
definite exclusion of any mention 
of the ethnic print media. It 
was necessary for the report to be 
studied extensively by several 
members of the Committee before 
being specifically commented 
on. Thus, this examination is 
presently incomplete but hope- 
fully will be continued by the 
1983 members of this Committee. 
The Committee felt that it was 
important to react to this report as 
silence would acknowledge 
agreement. 

The Media and Communica- 
tions Committee endeavoured to 
publicize the Council in various 
forms of the media. Individual 
members appeared in programmes 
both on radio and television, 
emphasizing the work of the 
Advisory Council, as well as the 
work and intentions of this 
Committee. 
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The Committee took it upon 
itself to engage in the preplanning 
of the 10th anniversary celebra- 
tions of the Advisory Council. A 
list of institutions and organiza- 
tions were compiled for consider- 
ation in the planning of the 
celebration. 

The betterment of the under- 
standing of the Ethnic Press 
and Media has always been a 
challenge for the Committee. It has 
been found that not only should 
the Committee continue to 
de-mystify the ethnic press to the 
larger community but it also 
should continue the de-mystifica- 
tion process to the members of 
the Advisory Council. Thus 
another Forum on the Ethnic me- 
dia has been considered in 
order to continue the familiariza- 
tion with the Ethnic Press. 

A successful meeting with the 
Australian journalist, Maria 
Triaca, was held with the Media 
and Communications Committee. 
There was discussion of the 
role, importance and impact of 
covering ethnic newsworthy 
material in a national daily. The 
cross-fertilization of information 
was indeed effective. 

At the full Council meeting 
held on January 15, 1983, the fol- 
lowing recommendation from 
the Media and Communications 
Committee was approved for 
submission to the Government of 
Ontario. 


Preamble 


It is our Committees’ belief that 
there is a lamentable failure 


CONVENOR: 
Ms. Madeline Ziniak 





MEMBERS: 

Mr. Richard Cumbo 
Mr. Pierre Gravel 
Mr. Julius Hayman 
Mr. Laas Leivat 
Mr. Vladimir Mauko 
Mr. Mohammad Qaadri 
Mr. Bennett Solway 


at all levels of government and in 
the general community to under- 
stand the importance of the 
ethnic media as a reflection of 
ethnic aspirations. 
The Ontario Advisory Council 
on Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship recommends: 
THAT the Ministry of Citizen- 
ship and Culture develop, 
in conjunction with the ethnic 
media, a program designed 
to promote a clearer under- 
standing of the role of the eth- 
nic media as a reflection of 
the interests of the ethnocul- 
tural communities in cultural 
preservation and in the devel- 
opment of a Canadian identity 
based on cultural diversity. 


Madeline Ziniak 
Convenor 





982 was a productive year 

for the Social Develop- 

ment Committee. We are 
very pleased to note that several of 
our recommendations from the 


previous year were implemented 


as policy by the Provincial 
Government. 

The Social Development 
Committee tried to priorize our 
year’s activities and follow 
them through, even though we 
were forced to reduce our number 
of meetings because of budgeting 


restraints. We were able to 





work on and finalize the follow- 

ing: 

1. The Report on The Battered 
Woman, which was researched 
and presented in July, 1982, 
to the Legislative Committee on 
Violence in the Family. 

2. The Workshop meetings with 
various social agencies, includ- 
ing government representatives, 
regarding co-operation and 
the sharing of information. Our 
aim was to become more 
familiar with some of the avail- 
able services, their work, 
and the extent of ethnic con- 
tent, etc. 

At present we are working on 
the ‘Children’s Act”, which 

we began to study in late Novem- 

ber, 1982. This is a very important 

report, but due to the time 

factor and late release of the basic 

document, we have made the 

recommendations that our work 
be continued by the next Social 

Development Committee. 

On behalf of myself and the 
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Committee, I wish to thank Dr. Pat 
Kincaid for working with us on 
the report on Battered Women. 
We would also reiterate our sat- 
isfaction with the availability 
of paid research consultants to as- 
sist committees with their work 
on the Council. 


Dr. Klaus Bongart, 
Convenor 
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